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Dear WAT Trustees,
It’s hard to believe that the time is once again upon us to deliver another information-filled
letter. The months since my last communiqué have passed quickly and much has happened
since I last had the pleasure of updating you.
For starters, we had a great time in the Boreal
Forest, and for those of you who couldn’t make it,
the weather was challenging in Fort McMurray,
Alberta, and ideal for our excursions in Yellowknife,
Northwest Territories. We had a tremendous time
and were able to explore the landscape in unique
ways as we traversed the forest via floatplane. Our
shore lunch of freshly caught northern pike was
exquisite and we truly enjoyed the atmosphere.
Along with the extraordinary trip to the
Boreal, some of our partners took the opportunity
to remain in Yellowknife for some fishing. I’m told that the bite was
strong and daily limits were quite common. Skipper Dickson showed his angling prowess by
landing a 41-inch pike in just a few minutes during our lunch on the shore of Great Slave Lake.
We are grateful to WAT Trustee David McLean for his philanthropic leadership in this wild
region of Canada. Under David’s leadership as chairman, CN pledged $1 million to support the
Boreal Forest conservation partnership. With the generous pledge from CN, and the continued
efforts of Trustee Bill D’Alonzo and the Pew Charitable Trusts, the goal of the plan is to
permanently protect 750 million acres while allowing sustainable development of another 250
million acres. The International Boreal Conservation Campaign has already secured more than
500 million acres. Ultimately, 1 billion acres will be conserved by 2022.
National Convention
It was great that many of you attended the national convention in Portland earlier this year.
We had great leadership performances by fellow trustees George Dunklin, John Newman,
John Pope and Dale Hall. The week was filled with excitement, laughter and, as always, great
camaraderie.
In case you missed it, John L. Morris, founder and owner of Bass Pro Shops was one of the
great speakers and shared with us plans to custom-build 8,500 square feet of donated space
for DU at their Memphis store. This location is set to become Bass Pro’s flagship waterfowling

retail store. Tim Boyle, CEO and co-owner of Columbia Sportswear gave convention-goers a warm welcome to his
hometown and newly appointed Secretary of the Interior Secretary Sally Jewell shared her vision for the Department of
the Interior. Should you like copies of the convention DVDs, please email Pattie (pkempka@ducks.org).
Boreal Meeting
For those who couldn’t be with us in the Boreal, I wanted to give you a quick update of our meeting. Following the
approval of our revised bylaws at the winter meeting for the first time, we elected WAT Trustees and officers. We reelected John Childs and Bob Hester as President and Secretary/Treasurer, respectively, and elected our first-ever Vice
President, Doug Oberhelman.
We have put a plethora of photos from the trip online. If you would like to view them, the access information is below:
		URL: ftp.ducks.org
		Username: dupublic
		Password: wetlands05
		 Folder name: 2013 WAT Board – NWT
Public Policy
The House of Representatives narrowly passed the “farm-only” bill late last week by a vote of 216-208. Unfortunately,
conservation was not a priority in the House-passed bill, and does not include DU’s priorities of re-coupling
conservation compliance with crop insurance to conserve wetlands and highly erodible soils. The bill included only
a regional Sodsaver program to conserve native prairie and other significant grasslands, and an amendment that, in
effect, says all wetlands are equal, which is not good science-based policy.
There is not yet a clear path forward to get the House-passed “farm-only” bill into conference with the
comprehensive Senate Farm Bill. The House may try to pass a nutrition title before it issues instructions to conference
with the Senate. However, Senate Agriculture Committee Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow said she is prepared to
work with anything the House passed to move forward with the conference. If and when the conference members are
announced, we will work with them to include our conservation priorities, which are broadly supported in both the
conservation and agriculture communities.
The current Farm Bill extension expires September 30, and without a comprehensive five-year bill, conservation
programs will continue to realize less funding and may disappear since they are not permanently authorized.
We expect the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee to report out a NAWCA five-year reauthorization
bill at the current level of $75 million before the August recess. We understand that the House Natural Resources
Committee intends to hold a bill hearing on NAWCA and several other migratory bird bills in September and DU will
be invited to testify.
Some Migratory Bird Conservation Commission members remain anxious about supporting an increase in the
price of the federal duck stamp. We are working with the state fish and wildlife agencies in those states to assemble
survey data on waterfowl hunters’ willingness to pay an increased stamp price. The goal is to raise the comfort
level of reluctant Congressional members. In this fiscal climate, even voluntary fee increases find little favor with
Representatives.
Also, DU is part of a coalition of conservation groups evaluating a potential North Dakota ballot initiative
for the November 2014 election. The initiative would direct a small portion of the state’s tax revenue from oil and
gas production to conservation, wildlife and other natural resource priorities. Success with this potential initiative
represents a tremendous mission delivery opportunity for Ducks Unlimited. If successful, it would result in many more
acres of conserved habitat in one of our highest priority landscapes.

Upcoming events
i. DU National Leadership Conference, Memphis, Tenn., Aug. 2-3
ii. Winter 2013 WAT Board Meeting, Othello, Wash., Dec. 11-13
iii. Spring 2014 WAT Board Meeting, Grand Island/Omaha, Neb., March 5-7
In closing, I’d like to again say thanks to all those who attended the Boreal meeting as well as the national convention
this year. Special thanks to my DU colleagues Fritz Reid and Pattie Kempka for performing extra duty in planning and
hosting the many activities of the Boreal trip as I was still moving on crutches. As those on the trip can attest, loading
into a floatplane is challenging with two working legs!
For the Ducks,

Dan Thiel

