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Dear WAT Trustees,
I hope this letter finds you well after New Year’s festivities, and I trust that any resolutions you
made are still holding strong. I have experienced some good hunting with family and friends
over the past few weeks, and I hope you too have enjoyed a good season.
In the first letter since our meeting in December, I’d like to officially welcome Steve Maritz as
the new WAT president. I look forward to his leadership and counsel as we move into the future.
December Meeting Recap
For those unable to join us in Stuttgart, I will briefly recap our meeting. WAT President Steve
Maritz and Vice President Doug Oberhelman conducted a two-hour executive session on our
first night to fully discuss John Childs’ departure and to lay out a plan for moving WAT forward.
The 20 trustees in attendance elected John Childs an emeritus trustee by unanimous vote.
In other business, Steve Adair, DU’s director of operations in the Great Plains Region,
reported on the Preserve Our Prairies Initiative and the ongoing efforts to secure a ballot
initiative in North Dakota. If passed, this ballot initiative would provide significant funding
from taxes generated by the exploding oil and gas extraction currently underway in the state.
This initiative has the potential to exponentially increase conservation efforts in one of our
highest priority areas, and we are currently securing the needed signatures to place the initiative
on the ballot.
Lastly, Mike Woodward, senior VP for Development on the DU board, reported on
campaign efforts. Because of his role with the DU board and his leadership of the campaign, we
will have an opportunity to work with Mike more actively in the future. Steve presented Trustee
Deke Welles with a bronze statue in recognition of his service as the first chairman of WAT’s
Development Committee. A special thanks to George Dunklin for hosting this wonderful event!
Policy Update
Congress is abuzz with activity now that they’re back in session after the holiday break. The
president signed the FY14-15 budget agreement into law in December, setting up the House
and Senate Appropriations Committees to release FY14 appropriations bills that determine
discretionary funding. Appropriators are rushing to pull together an omnibus bill of all 12 FY14
appropriations bills before Wednesday, Jan. 15, the expiration date of the current continuing
resolution (CR) funding the federal government. Senate Appropriations Committee Chair
Barbara Mikulski (MD) and House Chair Hal Rogers (KY) are the primary negotiators on the
omnibus bill. To adhere to Congress’ timeline procedures, the omnibus must be finished by

Friday, Jan. 10 to allow enough time for votes before the deadline. However, a short-term CR may be passed to give
negotiators a little more time.
In other news, Agriculture Committee leaders are expected to announce the farm bill agreement soon. Leaders
have expressed hope of passing a final five-year farm bill before breaking the week of Jan. 20. Also, before the holiday
break, Sens. Mark Begich (AK), Chris Coons (DE), Max Baucus and Jon Tester (both MT) introduced a bill in the
Senate to raise the price of the federal duck stamp to $25.
Land Trust Update
At the end of the calendar year, DU received a significant number of conservation easements, and although the final
numbers have not been tallied, all indications point to a stellar year. We expect to close out 2013 with more than 20
easements protecting more than 10,000 additional acres. This would add to our total of 471 easements protecting
387,730 acres, ensuring WAT remains one of the largest accredited land trusts in the nation.
One of the most important and well-known properties added to our easement portfolio this year is Coca-Cola
Woods, a compilation of 1,000 acres known for some of the finest flooded timber habitat and hunting in the Mid-South.
The land is owned by John H. Dobbs Jr. of Memphis, and we are pleased to be partnering with John on this premier
Arkansas property.
New Major Gift Commitment
Keeping in step with the great news regarding WAT, I am pleased to report that John L. Morris, founder and president
of Bass Pro Shops, has pledged $1 million to WAT. This pledge is made in honor of President George H. W. Bush, who
signed the North American Waterfowl Conservation Act into law during his presidency. From September 1990 through
September 2013, approximately 5,000 partners in 2,326 projects have received nearly $1.28 billion in grants and have
contributed another $2.68 billion in matching funds to affect 27.5 million acres of habitat through NAWCA. As many of
you know, Johnny is a great friend and partner of DU, and we look forward to his continued partnership through WAT.
Board Preference Survey
During the excellent discussions of various subjects at the Board Meeting, Dale Hall, Steve Maritz, George Dunklin and
I embraced the importance of getting WAT Trustees involved in the operational discussions of Ducks Unlimited Inc. to
the degree desired by each Trustee. In the near future, you will each be receiving a phone call from one of us to explore
the subject areas that might interest you, what form of communication and involvement would best work for you, and
how we can make sure the Board and individual Trustees are kept abreast of specific operational topics as we move
forward. I’ll be sending out additional information specific to that activity in the near future. Please be thinking about
what particular area(s) might interest you!
Conservation Partner of the Year
It is also my honor to report that DU CEO Dale Hall was recently named Bass Pro Shops’ Conservation Partner of
the Year for 2013. The award was presented by Johnny Morris during the company’s annual Christmas luncheon at
their Springfield, Missouri, headquarters. Past winners include Richard Childress of Richard Childress Racing, Wayne
LaPierre of the National Rifle Association and Jeff Trandahl of the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, to name but
a few. Congratulations to Dale on this wonderful award!
Spring Meeting
I just returned from our spring meeting site in Omaha and Grand Island, Nebraska, where I had the opportunity to
visit the venues Bruce and Gerry Lauritzen will showcase during our March 5-7 WAT meeting. Spouses will enjoy this
meeting, and we look forward to a strong attendance.

We will send a more complete description and itinerary in our next letter. In the meantime, please plan to arrive in
Omaha on Wednesday, March 5, in time for an evening reception and dinner.
Save the Date
We will also have an additional WAT meeting in conjunction with DU’s Capitol Hill Dinner in May. Arrivals and
a reception at the Cosmos Club will be Monday, May 5. Our WAT meeting and visits to members of Congress are
scheduled for Tuesday, May 6, with the DU dinner that evening. As you know, more can be accomplished with a stroke
of the pen in Washington than anywhere else, so your participation in these meetings and visits is encouraged.
In closing, I’d like to wish you all continued success as your hunting season progresses, and I thank you for all you
do for both DU and WAT.
For the ducks,
Dan Thiel
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