Nippersink Bottoms, McHenry County
In 2010, Ducks Unlimited contributed $10,000
to the McHenry County Conservation District

THE NORTHEASTERN ILLINOIS
MORAINAL WETLANDS Program

(MCCD) to restore 113 acres of wetland
habitat along Nippersink Creek. The project,
located near the Nippersink Canoe Base, will
serve as a Greenwing Legacy project under the
Northeastern Illinois Morainal
Wetland Program.

Northeastern Illinois once contained thousands of
natural lakes and small “pothole” wetlands scattered
across a broad glacial moraine that provided ideal
breeding habitat for local nesting mallards and other
waterfowl. Over the past century; however, rapidly
expanding development has destroyed all but a small
portion of these ecologically diverse wetlands.
Ducks Unlimited is working with growing number
of conservation partners to protect and restore
critical wetland habitats in a thirteen county area of
Northeastern Illinois. Due to land prices and extensive
development, wetland projects in Northeastern
Illinois can be costly as compared to other Ducks
Unlimited conservation projects elsewhere. Still,
the conservation need is great and the urgency even
greater. Fortunately, Ducks Unlimited is uniquely
qualified to meet this challenge.

Rollins Savanna, Lake County

Illinois PRIDE Commitment

The Rollins Savanna project is located on

The Illinois PRIDE program recognizes individuals
and organizations that have chosen to make a
significant impact on the environment through their
philanthropic support of $10,000 or greater. In general
these pledges are paid within a five-year window.
At the $100,000 or higher pledge levels, payment
schedules may be tailored to best fit the donor’s
personal situation. Your PRIDE gift will be leveraged
several times with federal, state and other partner
dollars, increasing the benefit for DU’s Conservation
Programs in Illinois and North America.

a 1,225-acre natural area administered by
Lake County Forest Preserve near Grayslake,
Illinois. Working with numerous partners,
Ducks Unlimited restored 240 acres of wetland
habitat at Rollins Savanna to create a complex
of wetland and prairie habitat reminiscent of
the northern prairie pothole
region. The Rollins Savanna
project is a great showcase
and an outstanding example
of potential for wetland
restoration in the morainal
region of Northeastern Illinois.
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Goose Lake, McHenry County

West Woodstock, McHenry County

Goose Lake is another classic morainal wetland

Ducks Unlimited has contributed $50,000

site located in McHenry County, near Hebron,

and free technical assistance to The Land

Illinois. In 2008, Ducks Unlimited contributed

Conservancy (TLC) of McHenry County for the

$100,000 to the McHenry County Conservation

purchase and restoration of 40 acres of native

District (MCCD) for the purchase of 53 acres

wetland habitat near Woodstock, Illinois. DU is

at this site. Now, DU is turning its attention to

now helping LPC develop a wetland restoration

helping MCCD restore the entire Goose Lake

plan for the entire Woodstock site.

Conservation Area—more
than 430 acres in all—to
native marsh and prairie.

Black Crown Marsh, Lake County

Liberty Prairie, Lake County

Straddling the border of Lake and McHenry

Ducks Unlimited is helping Liberty Prairie
Conservancy (LPC) reach out to private

Counties is a 236-acre natural area known as

landowners in Lake County interested in

Black Crown Marsh. In 2009, Ducks Unlimited

protecting and restoring wetlands on their

provided $80,000 to the Illinois Department of

property. Using funding assistance provided by

Natural Resources to acquire 35 acres of marsh

Ducks Unlimited, LPC conducted workshops
to assist local landowners and to inform them

habitat that serves as home to several threatened,

about opportunities to protect their land

endangered or rare wetland species including

with conservation easements.

the site’s namesake—the black-

Currently, DU is working with
LPC to restore wetland habitat

crowned night heron.

along Casey Road. In the future,
DU hopes partner with LPC
to provide additional wetland
restoration services to Lake
MCCD

County landowners.

