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C

overing most of the southeastern
US and encompassing many of the nation’s
most recognized wetlands, the Southeast
Wetlands Initiative focuses on the
restoration, enhancement and protection
of wetlands used by millions of waterfowl
as they winter and return to the breeding
grounds each year.
The Southeast Wetlands Initiative is a
crucial part of Ducks Unlimited’s Rescue
Our Wetlands Campaign, a seven-year,
$2-billion effort aimed at changing the face
of conservation in North America. Rescue
Our Wetlands is the largest wetlands and
waterfowl conservation campaign in history.

Virginia’s Campaign Committee achieved impressive results in 2015, surpassing all of
their goals to secure 20 new life sponsors, 16 upgrades and 2 new Feather Society members.
Clearly the people of Virginia understand that giving to Ducks Unlimited is the soundest
investment they can make in the future of wetlands, waterfowl and waterfowl hunting.
Susan and Lewis Graves of Fredericksburg are two such sponsors. After the
Fredericksburg Chapter was formed by his friends and family, Lewis dove in, serving on the
committee and attending his first DU dinner in 1973. He served as the Area Chairman for
three years, and he continues to be an active volunteer in the chapter today. He and Susan are
Diamond Sponsors in Perpetuity and Grand Slam Life Sponsors. Lewis is also a President’s
Council member and has been a National Trustee.
He and Susan have been married 43 years and have three wonderful children.
One of their favorite hobbies outside of Ducks Unlimited is spending time with their
grandchildren, and the Graves’ generosity to the ducks is driven by a personal legacy. “I
hope my children and grandchildren will be able to enjoy the outdoors as I have been
fortunate enough to do,” Lewis said. “It’s important to me that each and every dollar raised is
effectively and efficiently used for conservation of our wetlands for future generations.”

CONSERVATION UPDATE
Ducks Unlimited’s conservation efforts in Virginia are focused on restoring and enhancing coastal marshes, moist-soil wetlands and
forested floodplains and swamps, while simultaneously protecting key habitat from development. DU has conserved nearly 46,000 acres of
habitat in Virginia, benefiting not only waterfowl, but also other wetland dependent
wildlife and the people of Virginia. Recent projects included the acquisition of Doe
Creek Wildlife Management Area (WMA) and enhancements to Princess Anne WMA
and Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge. DU is focused on working through
partnerships to enhance waterfowl and wetland habitats on federal and state lands that
benefit public hunting opportunities. DU also works with private land owners that
have made commitments to the future by perpetually protecting their properties with
conservation easements, and we coordinate with other organizations to increase land
protection efforts in key areas of the Commonwealth.
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VOLUNTEER REPORT
Volunteers are the heartbeat of Ducks Unlimited, and Virginia has some of the best. Virginia boasts more than 14,740 members, including
more than 1,115 volunteers who hosted 102 events in 2015, raising $1.35 million to support DU’s conservation mission. Those dollars ensure
DU’s continued work in Virginia and on the breeding grounds that produce Virginia’s waterfowl.
Timmy Brown is one of those dedicated Virginia volunteers. Timmy attended his first DU event in Virginia
Beach at the young age of 14. In 2002, he became the MARSH (Matching Aid to Restore State Habitat) program
chairman for Virginia and served on the national Conservation Programs Committee for several years. In
addition to giving his time for the ducks, Timmy also thinks about them on his own property. He was the first
person to put a conservation easement in with the Eastern Shore Land Trust, and he maintains 700 acres of
wetland habitat for waterfowl.
“I worked 30 years in an office,” Timmy said. “Now I love nothing more than being outside every day and
seeing the improvements to the farm over the years.” His efforts have been recognized with several VADU
Conservationist of the Year awards.
“You get involved with an organization like DU to help make a difference because you love to see the ducks
use something you developed, but you stay for all the friends you make over the years,” Timmy said.

CONSERVATION PARTNER - BOB ELLIS
Bob Ellis has been an incredible champion for waterfowl conservation throughout his professional career and a great supporter of DU. He
was instrumental in bringing the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF) to the state contributions to Canada habitat
conservation program, contributions which are leveraged several times by DU and NAWCA.
He started his career as an Extension Agent in Buchanan County, Virginia before moving to the Florida Everglades for the Florida Game and
Fish Commission. Following 12 years in Florida, Bob returned to Virginia and VDGIF’s Wildlife Division. He retired
this year after 35 years in the profession.
Bob played a very active role on both the Atlantic and National Flyway Councils, and as a member of the
Management Board of the Atlantic Coast Joint Venture. Bob served as Virginia’s representative to the Atlantic Flyway
Council for 20+ years. Bob contributed significantly to many Atlantic and National Flyway Council activities, and his
role in influencing policy and regulations at all levels greatly benefited migratory waterfowl populations and hunters
in Virginia and the Atlantic Flyway. Examples include Bob’s involvement in the establishment of compensatory
hunting days for duck hunting seasons, the development of resident Canada goose and September Teal seasons, and
addressing waterfowl hunter recruitment/retention issues at the National level. Ducks Unlimited thanks Bob Ellis
for his tireless contributions to waterfowl conservation.

PRINCESS ANNE WMA

The time to
Rescue Our
Wetlands
is right now!
Band together with us today.
To find out more ways you can help
Rescue Our Wetlands through our
regional initiatives, visit
www.ducks.org/rescue or contact
Ducks Unlimited at 601-956-1936

DU, in conjunction with the Virginia Department of Game and
Inland Fisheries (VDGIF) enhanced wetland habitat on the Princess
Anne Wildlife Management Area (WMA) located in southeastern
Virginia. Through a two-phased project, DU will construct two pump
stations, multiple water control structures and water delivery systems
to aid in the management of wetland habitat for shorebirds, wading
birds and waterfowl on 200 acres in this important wetland complex.
Construction on the 150-acre Whitehurst Unit was completed
in February 2016. This enhancement provided independent water delivery throughout the
12-impoundment complex. DU submitted a North American Wetlands Conservation Act grant in July
2015 to finalize the funding need for the 50-acre Beasley Unit. Final approval of the funding will be
determined in July of 2016. This grant will also aid future conservation work on two private properties
and one other state owned public property. Other funding for work on Princess Anne WMA was
provided by the Caterpillar Foundation, Carter Machinery, Dominion, the Dominion Foundation,
The Mary Morton Parsons Foundation, the VDGIF, the Virginia State Duck Stamp, the Virginia
Environmental Endowment and the Ohrstrom Foundation.

