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Part of the Gulf Coast Initiative

C

overing the most important and threatened

wintering grounds on the continent, the Gulf Coast
Initiative focuses on the restoration, enhancement
and protection of wetlands important to the millions
of waterfowl that winter on the Gulf Coast each year.
It also supports critical science, outreach and policy
efforts. The Gulf Coast Initiative is a crucial part of
Ducks Unlimited’s Rescue Our Wetlands Campaign,
a seven-year, $2-billion effort aimed at changing
the face of conservation in North America. Rescue
Our Wetlands is the largest wetlands and waterfowl
conservation campaign in history.

MAJOR SPONSOR REPORT
Congratulations to the Texas State Campaign Committee! They achieved Top
10 results in 2015! Led by David Koch, Texas finished in a tie for 5th place. Their
accomplishments were impressive, including 40 new Life Sponsors, 42 upgrades and
6 new Feather Society commitments. In addition, this team secured more than $1.6
million in new cash to benefit DU’s highest conservation priorities. Clearly, major
sponsors in Texas are making a difference for the future of wetlands, waterfowl and
waterfowl hunting.
Nick Moss of Whitehouse is one of those
dedicated sponsors. He and his wife Marla are
Sponsors in Perpetuity and are currently working
on their Grand Slam pledge. They are also John
E. Walker Society and Silver Feather Society
members.
“Giving back to what we all take away from is
what drives us to continue to support DU,” Nick
said. He also gives his time to the ducks. Nick has
been an active volunteer since 2010, wearing many hats in that short time.
“Knowing that I am helping make an impact on wetlands conservation and
waterfowl habitat so my kids and grandkids can enjoy the outdoors as I have is the
most rewarding thing about being a DU volunteer and sponsor,” Nick explained.
Though Nick didn’t grow up in a hunting family, he and Marla are committed to
engaging their three children in the outdoors and conservation from the start.

CONSERVATION UPDATE
DU had a great habitat year in Texas in Fiscal Year (FY) 2015. We restored and enhanced more than 6,500 acres of waterfowl habitat on
private and public lands. Recent conservation projects on public lands yielded just over 1,300 acres, including work on San Bernard, Anahuac
and McFaddin national wildlife refuges. Private land efforts exceeded 5,300 acres, with those landowners signing 10-to 15-year agreements
to manage and maintain those sites. In addition, a grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation enabled us to provide cost-share
assistance on over 22,000 acres of shallowly flooded wetlands on the Texas Coast. These projects are only committed for one year, but they
provided important, immediate benefits to migrating and wintering waterfowl. Restoration work will continue this summer in concert with
project partners such as Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and the Playa Lakes Joint Venture.
As 2016 rolls along, we have a large slate of projects across Texas. We are partnering
with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department on the survey/design of projects at several
East Texas and Gulf Coast wildlife management areas (WMAs). Delivery of private lands
projects continues with the Texas Prairie Wetlands Project, with more than 3,000 acres
on the books for completion. The RESTORE Act provides another potential funding
mechanism for our projects along the Texas coast. To date, we have submitted two multiyear proposals involving private lands restoration and shallow water flooding, and we are
working on a third proposal for potential beneficial use of dredge material projects.
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VOLUNTEER REPORT
Volunteer fundraisers are the heartbeat of Ducks Unlimited, and Texas has some of the best. Texas boasts
more than 45,750 members, including 4,022 dedicated volunteers who hosted 185 events in 2015, raising nearly
$6.1 million to support DU’s conservation mission. That gives the Lone Star State bragging rights as the highest
fundraising state in the nation!
Kilgore, Texas native Chelsi Borders is one of Texas DU’s tremendous volunteers. A 2010 graduate of Kilgore
High and a 2012 graduate of Kilgore College, she is pursuing graduate studies at the Texas A&M School of Public
Health. While doing so, Chelsi is serving multiple terms as president of the university DU chapter.
Involved with DU most of her life, she was the first Legacy Greenwing member for the Gregg County DU
For the Borders, DU is a family
affair. Chelsi far right.
chapter and has been volunteering since she was eight. She worked with the Kilgore, Henderson and Longview
DU chapters while she attended KHS and KC. She has been an active member of the Aggieland DU chapter since transferring to A&M in 2012
and served as both social chair and public relations chair.
As an Aggieland DU member, Chelsi has worked not only with the local events but also with events throughout the state and nation. She
participated in the Texas DU state convention for the last three years, volunteered at the DU national convention in 2014, attended “Third Term,”
(a special training program for DU’s university volunteer leaders) and helped organize and run a special DU youth activity day in Brookshire.
Besides raising money for conservation, the Aggieland DU chapter informs students about North American wetlands and the many
important ways each person can help in conservation, restoration, and protection. Aggieland DU was the leading collegiate chapter in the nation
in 2014 and 2015, raising almost $200,800 last year alone!

RICE STEWARDSHIP PARTNERSHIP
The USA Rice-Ducks Unlimited Rice Stewardship Partnership continues to yield results for Texas rice growers. Our $10-million national
Regional Conservation Partnership Program grant from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and our state-specific RCPP funds
are largely dedicated to cost-share incentives for producers to implement conservation practices on their lands through Farm Bill programs like
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), the most relevant program to irrigated
agriculture. In addition to the RCPP grant, new grants from the Walmart Foundation and the
Mosaic Company Foundation will support our “boots-on-the-ground” delivery mechanism to
provide professional advice to interested landowners in the Mississippi Alluvial Valley and along
the Gulf Coast.
Rice Stewardship funders include the USDA NRCS, the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, the Walmart Foundation, the Mosaic Company Foundation, Chevron U.S.A., Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Foundation, Irene
W. and C.B. Pennington Foundation, RiceTec, BASF, American Rice, Inc. – Riviana Foods, Inc., Farmers Rice Milling Company, Turners Creek &
Bombay Hook Farms and MacDon Industries.

The time to
Rescue Our
Wetlands
is right now!
Band together with us today.
To find out more ways you can help
Rescue Our Wetlands through our
regional initiatives, visit
www.ducks.org/rescue or contact
Ducks Unlimited at 601-956-1936

OYSTER LAKE SHORELINE PROTECTION
Ducks Unlimited recently worked with the Galveston Bay
Foundation to deliver construction on phase 2 of the Oyster Lake
restoration project in Brazoria County. Phase 2 built upon the
successful protection of 500 feet of severely eroding shoreline
between West Bay and Oyster Lake by extending the shoreline
protection an additional 4,700 feet. Ultimately, we protected more
than 60 acres of habitat and provided the opportunity to restore 10
acres of intertidal wetlands through future work.
The project was conducted in phases in order to immediately
address a portion of the overall site that is in most extreme danger
of eroding. Oyster Lake phase 2 partners included the US Fish and Wildlife Service (Brazoria National
Wildlife Refuge and Coastal Program), the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Galveston Bay Estuary
Program, the Texas General Land Office, Coastal Conservation Association of Texas, NRG, Ducks
Unlimited and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

