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The Southeast New Jersey Coastal Initiative
The goal of the Southeast New Jersey Coastal Initiative is to protect, restore and enhance critical wetland habitat within
southeastern New Jersey’s coastal region. With the pressures of development and continued risk of severe storm destruction similar
to Superstorm Sandy on these already-altered landscapes, Ducks Unlimited developed an initiative to conserve important waterfowl
habitat in this area of New Jersey.
Ducks Unlimited is working with multiple partners such as the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, New Jersey
Division of Fish and Wildlife (NJDFW), The Nature Conservancy, New Jersey Pinelands Commission, Cape May County Department
of Mosquito Control and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to launch the first phase of this initiative. For this initial phase, DU and
partners are seeking $1 million in funding through a North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) grant to enhance
nearly 1,000 acres of waterfowl habitat at Tuckahoe Wildlife Management Area (WMA) near Estell Manor. Currently, the six coastal
impoundments at Tuckahoe WMA are dysfunctional, so the NJDFW cannot control the water levels. With the replacement of water
control structures, topographic work and dredging of the circulating dike, the NJDFW will have the ability to manage the water levels
of the impoundments properly to provide optimal habitat for migrating waterfowl and associated wetland-dependent species.
“This initiative is an exciting opportunity for DU to protect and enhance habitat that will benefit thousands of birds, including black
ducks, pintails and mallards,” said Nick Biasini, DU regional biologist for New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Southeast New Jersey has a
diversity of habitat that is important to a multitude of wildlife, and this region is an important transition between the Pine Barrens
in southern New Jersey and the state’s coastal estuary system. Ducks Unlimited plans to build on the success of this initial project at
Tuckahoe WMA to expand the Southeast New Jersey Coastal Initiative to conserve important wetland habitat across this coastal region.

Dave Golden (right, NJDFW) and Lee Widjeskog (retired NJDFW) examine one of the dysfunctional water control structures at Tuckahoe WMA.
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Kennco Wetland Restoration (New Jersey)
The Kennco Wetland Complex is a 67-acre retired sod farm that is part of the Paulinskill Valley Trail located outside of Great
Meadows. This property will be managed by the NJDFW to provide critical resources for migrating waterfowl and other wetlanddependent wildlife. Until its purchase by the New Jersey Division of Parks and Forestry in December 2011, the farm was in active
agricultural production. There is currently a series of ditches short-circuiting natural drainage patterns, thereby adversely affecting
water quality and wildlife habitat. DU will restore this property by filling the ditches and adding a water control structure to create
a shallow wetland. This restoration will increase plant diversity and provide better foraging opportunities for the many ducks and
geese that rely on the area.

Pymatuning WMA Wetland Restoration Phase II (Pennsylvania)
DU and the Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) have teamed up again for the second phase of a wetland restoration and
enhancement project at Pymatuning Wildlife Management Area (WMA) located in Crawford County. The Pymatuning WMA
restoration is part of a long-term effort to conserve critical habitat for breeding, migrating and wintering waterfowl in Pennsylvania
and the Atlantic Flyway. Completed in 2010, Phase I restored and enhanced 639 acres of important wetland habitat. The Phase II
portion of this project looks to continue the success of wetland habitat conservation in northwest Pennsylvania.
During Phase II, DU will restore and enhance two shallow-water impoundments totaling 405 acres by adding two new water control
structures. DU will also convert a 28-acre agricultural field into a shallow-water impoundment to increase the available habitat for
waterfowl and other wetland-dependent species at Pymatuning WMA. The restoration and enhancement accomplished through
this project will allow the PGC to establish additional
premium habitat for wetland-dependent wildlife and
improve management capabilities.
Recognizing the importance of Pymatuning WMA
to breeding and wintering waterfowl, DU has
secured a $75,000 NAWCA grant. Funds donated
from Shell Oil and XTO Energy will be used as
match to accomplish the habitat conservation goals
of this project. Without the support of these valued
partners conservation successes such as these
could not be accomplished. The second phase of
restoration at Pymatuning WMA marks another
significant achievement for DU, PGC and others
and will continue to build on conservation efforts in
northwest Pennsylvania and throughout the region.
A restored impoundment from Phase I at Pymatuning WMA.

Roderick Wildlife PReserve Restoration (Pennsylvania)
Roderick Wildlife Preserve (RWP) is home to one of DU’s recent projects funded by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to
protect, restore and enhance several properties in Erie County. DU will restore RWP to a shallow-water wetland. Located adjacent
to the Lake Erie shoreline, RWP is in a prime position to provide critical stopover habitat for shorebirds, wading birds and waterfowl
during migration.
Prior to its recent acquisition by the Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC), RWP was comprised almost entirely of marginal
agricultural fields with little value to wildlife. Currently, it consists of an overgrowth of undesirable woody vegetation. The PGC will
restore 40 acres of the scrub-shrub habitat by mechanically clearing the woody vegetation using a heavy-duty tree mower to mimic
early successional habitat. DU will add to the restoration efforts by creating 10 acres of emergent wetlands within RWP to benefit
migratory birds. Ducks Unlimited and the PGC have teamed up to ensure there will be a complex of diverse habitat available for
waterfowl and other wildlife at RWP.
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Meet Your mid-atlantic conservation staff
nick biasini
Regional Biologist NJ/PA

Bernie Marczyk	
Director of Conservation Programs

Contact:
nbiasini@ducks.org
410.224.6620

Contact:
bmarczyk@ducks.org
410.224.6620
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2013 Friends of DU: XTO Energy (Pennsylvania)
XTO Energy has teamed up with DU in Pennsylvania to conserve important habitat for
migrating waterfowl and other wetland-dependent species in Pennsylvania. XTO Energy’s
financial contribution has helped DU conserve Pennsylvania’s precious natural resources.
XTO Energy has generously donated $50,000 to DU’s Northwest Pennsylvania Priority Habitat
Restoration Program. This program is a collaborative effort by a myriad of state agencies, nongovernmental organizations, educational institutions and local volunteers to protect and restore several unique natural communities
in northwestern Pennsylvania. It complements existing DU efforts aimed at habitat protection and restoration.
The program currently protects and restores wetland and upland habitats on one private property (Little Elk Creek Forest) and four
public areas: Presque Isle State Park, Erie Bluffs State Park, Roderick Wildlife Reserve and Pymatuning Wildlife Management Area.
The program is expanding to protect and restore other critical areas of habitat for migrating waterfowl in the northwestern region
of the state. Partnerships with companies like XTO Energy will ensure expansion of this program, which will in turn ensure the
conservation of suitable high-quality habitat for waterfowl now and into the future.

XTO Energy’s Lorie Jackson (middle) alongside DU’s Nick Biasini (left) and Presque Isle State Park’s manager Harry Leslie during a tour
of a current project at Presque Isle State Park.

Ducks Unlimited conserves, restores
and manages wetlands and associated habitats for
North America’s waterfowl. These habitats also
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benefit other wildlife and www.ducks.org
people.
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