DELAWARE, MARYLAND
& WEST VIRGINIA
CONSERVATION REPORT 2015
DU SET TO BREAK GROUND ON FIRST CHOPTANK WATERSHED PROGRAM PROJECTS;
SPRING 2015 (MARYLAND)
The Chesapeake Bay has undergone dramatic changes in the 500 years since European discovery. Forests have been cleared for
development, wetlands have been drained for agriculture, and land has been converted to make way for the more than 17 million people
who now live in this watershed. All of these human-induced changes have resulted in a major underlying problem: poor water quality. The
byproduct of runoff from a 64,000 square mile watershed accumulating in the bay. Poor water quality contributes to a host of other issues
that directly impacts human and wildlife populations alike. The good news is, as our understanding of the Bay as a system has improved,
so has the health of the Bay. In recent decades, numerous conservation and agricultural organizations have worked to implement best
management practices that reduce our impact on the Bay. An excellent example is DU’s Choptank Watershed Wetland Restoration
Program. Supported by Maryland DNR’s Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust Fund, this program seeks to restore more natural
hydrology to privately owned, prior converted agricultural lands in Maryland’s Choptank Watershed. These restored wetlands not only
act as immediate habitat for wildlife but serve as buffers removing nutrients, sediments, and toxins from water before it enters the Bay and
thereby improving its overall health. DU anticipates breaking ground on the program’s first three projects in spring 2015. These projects
will amount to a combined 18 acres of restored wetland and are an excellent start to our goal of restoring 75 acres over a three year period.
This program may seem like just a minor piece to a much larger puzzle but as the saying goes “Rome wasn’t built in a day.” Continued
efforts like this across the watershed will help ensure a bright future for the Chesapeake and the waterfowl and other wildlife that utilize
its resources.

BETTS FARM RESTORATION COMPLETE (DELAWARE)
Ducks Unlimited takes pride in ensuring that its fundraising efforts translate to a maximum impact on the landscape. The most
effective way to achieve this is by partnering with other conservation organizations to leverage additional funding. As a prime example,
DU has maintained a long and productive partnership with Delaware Wild Lands, an organization equally dedicated to preserving
Delaware’s natural areas. In fact, since 2008 our cooperative efforts have resulted in more than 760 acres of conserved habitat. Most
recently, DU, DWL, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service partnered on a restoration project at DWL’s Betts Farm in New Castle County.
The farm’s proximity to Augustine Creek, Augustine State Wildlife Management Area, and the Delaware River made it an excellent target
for our efforts. This project restored 11 acres of prior converted, highly erodible agricultural land into a series of emergent wetlands with
surrounding native grass plantings. Completed in July 2014, this restoration not only provides exceptional habitat for waterfowl and other
wildlife but it serves as a buffer, removing harmful nutrients and sediments from runoff and thereby increasing the health of the entire
Delaware Bay.

Andrew Martin, Delaware Wild Lands
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LAND GIFT WILL TRANSLATE TO DOLLARS FOR THE DUCKS (MARYLAND)
Marshall “Marsh” J. Garrett (1918-1994) was an avid
waterfowl hunter and passionate conservationist. He
owned two farms along Beckwith Creek in Dorchester
County that were managed primarily for waterfowl
hunting and habitat. He was also a loyal and longstanding
DU grassroots supporter, attending the National
Capital Chapter Sponsor and Dinner events for over 30
consecutive years. Ultimately Marsh became a DU Sponsor
in Perpetuity; a title reserved only for those who achieve a
cumulative lifetime giving of over $30,000. When Marsh
passed away his properties were inherited by his children
who, in 2014 decided, in memory of their late father, to
donate one of the farms to DU. “We felt that a land gift
to DU would be an excellent way to extend our father’s
conservation legacy,” said Clyde Garrett, Marsh’s son. The farm is located outside of Cambridge, MD and contains a multitude of habitats
including tidal creek frontage, an oxbow wetland, moist soil impoundment, forested wetland, upland forest and agriculture, all of which
play a role in benefitting migrating waterfowl. Ultimately, the farm will be sold and proceeds will be used to advance DU’s mission to
conserve, restore, and enhance critical wetlands for the benefit of North America’s Waterfowl. DU offers a sincere thanks to Mr. Garrett
and his family for this generous gift and their continued support.
The Beckwith Creek farm will be marketed and sold via an auction. Bids will be accepted through March 27, 2015. For more information
about the property or for instructions on how to bid, please visit www.ducks.org/landsales.

DELAWARE’S DECLINING WETLANDS HABITAT NAWCA UNDERWAY
Despite its ranking as the second smallest state in the country, Delaware has a lot to offer when it comes to wildlife habitat. Its open
bays, sandy beaches, salt marshes, coastal impoundments, winding rivers, forested and emergent wetlands all play a key role in the annual
migration cycle of the numerous waterfowl species that pass through the state each year. Like other states in the mid-Atlantic, however,
Delaware is estimated to have lost upwards of 50% of its wetlands since 1780 and much of those losses have occurred in the last three
decades. As the Leader in Wetlands Conservation, DU realizes the importance of protecting and enhancing Delaware’s existing wetlands
and restoring those that have been altered in the past. Accordingly, in 2014, DU in coordination with number of its partners applied for
and received a $1 million federal grant from the North American Wetlands Conservation Act to conserve over 2,000 acres of various
wetland and associated habitat types across Delaware. DU has already used a portion of these funds to purchase permanent conservation
easements on over 170 acres and more easements are currently in the works. Additionally, the numerous wetland restoration and
enhancement projects that will occur under this grant are in various stages of planning. Stay tuned to future DU conservation reports for
more conservation achievements associated with this effort.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS
945 Acres Conserved
892 Acres of
Technical Assistance
8 Projects
$426,305 Invested
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Note: Project points may represent more than one project.

MEET YOUR NORTH ATLANTIC CONSERVATION STAFF
JACOB MCPHERSON Regional Biologist DE/MD/WV
Jake McPherson has worked for Ducks Unlimited since 2011. He is responsible for delivering DU’s habitat
conservation programs in Maryland, Delaware, and West Virginia. Prior to joining DU, Jake’s previous work
in academia focused primarily on assisting research on the breeding and nesting ecology of Atlantic Flyway
wood ducks. Jake has a B.S. degree in Wildlife Science from Virginia Tech and is currently pursuing a M.S.
degree in Wildlife Ecology at the University of Delaware. Jake currently lives in Chester, MD.
Contact: jmcpherson@ducks.org • 410.643.7635
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DU RECEIVES
SUPPORT FOR
ANNUAL YOUTH
HUNT IN
WEST VIRGINIA
Ducks Unlimited
acknowledges the fact
that waterfowl supporters
are key to the future of
waterfowl conservation.
One of our primary
objectives, therefore, is to
increase the number of
active waterfowl hunters
and their appreciation for
the waterfowling tradition.
One of the most effective strategies to achieve this is to ensure that youth continue to be introduced to the sport year after year. To that
end, DU applied for and received support from the Cabela’s Outdoor Fund to establish a sustainable youth hunters and wildlife observers
program in West Virginia. Youth attending this program will experience a day of in-class instruction followed by an opportunity to
participate in a guided waterfowl hunt. Funds from this grant will also be used to construct waterfowl blinds to be used in conjunction
with the youth hunt program. Additionally, all blinds will be designed as handicap accessible allowing even more stakeholders to become
involved. DU hopes that this program will benefit countless youth and handicapped stakeholders for years to come!

GREAT CYPRESS SWAMP PHASE II (DELAWARE)
In 2011, DU and partners wrapped up the 340 acre Great Cypress Swamp Phase II Restoration. This project occurred on Delaware
Wild Lands’ (DWL) Great Cypress Swamp property in Sussex County, Delaware. The swamp is the largest contiguous forested area on
the Delmarva Peninsula but it has lost many of its natural wetland characteristics as a result of extensive ditching. This project aimed
to re-introduce water to an area that had been dry for decades and to restore it to a more historic cypress/Atlantic white cedar wetland
ecosystem. As with all forested wetland restorations, the full benefits of this project likely won’t be realized for years to come, but all
observations thus far suggest the project is a huge success. “Since project completion we’ve observed an explosion in herptile, avian, and
mammalian fauna that wouldn’t have been visitors to the area prior to restoration,” said Andrew Martin, DWL Field Ecologist.

Ducks Unlimited conserves, restores
and manages wetlands and associated habitats
for North America’s waterfowl. These habitats
also benefit other wildlife and people.
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