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Part of the Southeast Wetlands Initiative

C

overing most of the southeastern US

and encompassing many of the nation’s most
recognized wetlands, the Southeast Wetlands
Initiative focuses on the restoration, enhancement
and protection of wetlands used by millions
of waterfowl as they winter and return to the
breeding grounds each year. The initiative also
supports science, policy and outreach efforts
important to waterfowl conservation.
The Southeast Wetlands Initiative is a crucial
part of Ducks Unlimited’s Rescue Our Wetlands
Campaign, a seven-year, $2-billion effort aimed
at changing the face of conservation in North
America. Rescue Our Wetlands is the largest
wetlands and waterfowl conservation campaign
in history.

VOLUNTEER REPORT
Volunteers are
the heartbeat of
Ducks Unlimited, and
Georgia has some of
the best. Membership
grew by more than
1,500 to nearly 19,000
members. In addition,
Georgia committees
generated $1.7 million
in event based income. GADU had eight chapters who made the Presidents Roll of
Honor, one President’s Elite chapter, and one Chairman’s Elite chapter. And Georgia’s
young volunteers are just as impressive, with two collegiate chapters in the Sweet 16. In
2015 the Peach State posted close to a $400,000 growth in event income and grew by
more than 1,500 members, taking them to the No. 5 spot on the Top 10 states list in 2015.
Congratulations to the University Of Georgia chapter (pictured) and the Georgia
Southern Chapter for making the Sweet 16 list (top 16 collegiate chapters in the country).
Both chapters worked tirelessly to make sure that their respective chapters were among
some of the most elite chapters in the country. Neither chapter had a single secret
component that made them successful, instead they took what they learned about
building a strong committee, hosting multiple events, securing underwriting and filling
the hall at DU’s 3rd Term to heart. At 3rd term they listened to what had made other
collegiate chapters successful and determined they would mimic it. It’s no coincidence
that these are the same components that are the keys to success in DU adult chapters.
Both chapters enjoyed a very brief celebration and already have their sights set
on beating last year’s numbers. Congrats UGA and GSU on all of your hard work and
dedication! The future of DU and wetlands conservation is very bright in Georgia.

CONSERVATION UPDATE
Georgia is part of the Atlantic Flyway and provides important winter habitat for waterfowl that are produced in the prairies, Great Lakes and
eastern Canada. Georgia’s coastal wetlands provide important habitat for several species
of diving ducks like lesser scaup, and puddle ducks such as green-winged teal and wigeon.
Interior wetlands and beaver ponds associated with major rivers winter thousands of
mallards and wood ducks, while deeper reservoirs provide important habitat for ringnecked ducks, canvasbacks and wood ducks. Our goal is to conserve habitat to secure the
future of waterfowl in Georgia and throughout North America. Your support of DU will
help us achieve that goal.
Since 1988, Ducks Unlimited has completed 53 projects in Georgia while conserving
nearly 26,948 acres across the Peach State. To date, DU has invested more than $2.17
million in Georgia conservation projects.
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MAJOR SPONSOR REPORT
Georgia’s Campaign Committee worked hard in 2015 to exceed all of their goals by securing 15 new Life Sponsors, 11 upgrades and 4 new
Feather Society members. In fact, the GADU state campaign committee tied for fifth in the nation and was recognized at the national convention
in Alaska. Georgia sponsors clearly understand that giving to Ducks Unlimited is the soundest
investment they can make for the future of wetlands, waterfowl and waterfowl hunting.
In 2007, Atlanta based Coca-Cola Company and its bottling partners set an aspirational
goal to safely return to communities and nature an amount of water equivalent to what is used
in their beverages and production by 2020. Ducks Unlimited and Coca-Cola have partnered
on wetland conservation activities in the Prairie Pothole Region (PPR) of Canada.
By protecting existing wetlands and restoring degraded ones, we increase annual
floodwater storage and contribute to watershed ecosystem health. Each acre of wetland
replenishes 1 million liters of water to nature that would be lost if the land is converted by
development.
Working with willing landowners, we conserved 75.2 acres of wetlands in the PPR
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impacts are maintained.
The Coca-Cola Foundation grant was also used to restore 46 acres of wetlands on permanently secured land in the PPR. The benefits
resulting from the restoration of these previously degraded wetland basins will continue in perpetuity as part of DU’s Revolving Land
Conservation Program. Under this program DU purchases habitat, restores wetlands and adjacent upland areas, puts a perpetual conservation
easement on the land and sells the property back into the community for use under sustainable agricultural practices that protect its hydrology for
waterfowl habitat.

At Banks Lake National Wildlife
Refuge, the water control structure
(left) was aging and making proper
habitat management impossible.
DU engineers designed and installed
the new structure (right) to improve
wetland habitat for waterfowl.

The time to
Rescue Our
Wetlands
is right now!
Band together with us today.
To find out more ways you can help
Rescue Our Wetlands through our
regional initiatives, visit
www.ducks.org/rescue or contact
Ducks Unlimited at 601-956-1936

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT - BANKS LAKE NWR
Ducks Unlimited and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service wrapped up a restoration project on
the Banks Lake National Wildlife Refuge near Lakeland, Georgia, in March. The refuge contains a
variety of habitat types appealing to resident wood ducks and migratory waterfowl, including cypress
swamp, freshwater marsh, uplands, and open water. Aging infrastructure was making proper habitat
management impossible. DU engineers designed and installed a new structure for easier stop log
removal and better seals. The work was completed under a contract between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and DU and enhanced habitat management capabilities on 1,050 wetland acres.

