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DU begins New Completing the Cycle Initiative
in the Atlantic FlyAway
Migratory waterfowl require a wide variety of habitats over broad geographical areas to survive and flourish as they move with the
seasons. The Completing the Cycle (CTC) Initiative will address the needs of Atlantic waterfowl throughout their life cycle, from
the breeding grounds to the wintering grounds, including key staging areas and migration corridors. This holistic approach will
ensure that habitat loss, food availability, fragmentation and degradation are addressed. Habitat conditions encountered on breeding,
migration and wintering areas influence survival and reproductive success. The goal is keeping birds healthy throughout the year so
they can “complete the cycle,” returning to the breeding grounds to reproduce in growing numbers. Close coordination will occur
between Ducks Unlimited Inc. and DU Canada, to ensure that the best possible opportunities are funded.
The geographic region under the CTC initiative provides vital breeding, migration and wintering habitats for a variety of waterfowl.
Thirty-four waterfowl species either migrate through or winter in the region, most notably Atlantic brant; North Atlantic, Southern
James Bay and Atlantic populations of Canada geese;
American black ducks; black scoters; and canvasbacks.
This area supports an estimated 7.6 million breeding
waterfowl, including American black ducks, Barrow’s
goldeneye, black scoters, green-winged teal, harlequin
ducks, mallards, red-breasted mergansers and ringnecked ducks. In addition, it supports 4 to 5 million
migrating waterfowl and more than 2.7 million
wintering waterfowl.
The CTC will be delivered through science and
research, public policy, on-the-ground conservation,
marketing and youth education. The CTC will have a
positive international and landscape-level impact on
the conservation of critical wetland habitats.
This year, donors have a special opportunity when
they make a pledge or cash contribution of $10,000
or more in support of the next 75 years of conservation
history. Such largesse will be commemorated with an
additional bronze cairn bearing the names of those
who make this commitment. Coming generations
will see that the spirit which infused our early
conservationists in 1937 is still very much a proud
part of our movement today. Your generous
contribution will further make you part of Ducks
Unlimited’s great history. For more information on
CTC, please contact Matt Fenoff at mfenoff@ducks.org
Proposed CTC Initiative Boundaries and Priority areas.
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GLRI-Funded Marsh Restoration Projects Making Progress
Ducks Unlimited received $1 million in Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) funds from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Association (NOAA) to restore and enhance 110 acres of coastal fisheries habitat at French Creek WMA and Point Vivian. DU is
partnered with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and the State University of New York
College of Environmental Science and Forestry (SUNY-ESF) to deliver the project, which will enhance marsh ecosystems and fishspawning habitat.
“We began construction activities in January 2012,” said Sarah Fleming, DU regional biologist for New York, “and although working
in a marsh with heavy equipment during winter can be challenging, our contractor’s ‘can-do’ attitude ensured we were able to
succeed with our restoration goals.”
The wetlands were opened up through the use of specialized long-front excavators, and channels and potholes were created in dense
stands of cattail. “We cut through the cattail debris, and the excavated material was either removed from the site or piled as habitat
mounds that will support native plants, such as sedges and rushes, which provide great sources of food for waterfowl,” Fleming said.
Ducks Unlimited restored more than 4 acres of potholes ranging in size
from one-quarter to one-half acre, and more than 4,600 linear feet of
channels. The excavated openings will serve as spawning and nursery
areas for fish that require marsh habitat, such as northern pike. The small
potholes will also create isolation areas for waterfowl broods and habitat
for other marsh species such as bog turtles, Virginia rails, black terns and
piping plovers.
Pre- and post-restoration habitat conditions at the project sites are being
monitored by SUNY-ESF. The restoration will be deemed successful
when native fish return to the restored areas for spawning, native plants
re-colonize the areas and native wetland wildlife species are documented
using the sites. Results from this project will assist with guiding future
restoration efforts throughout the Lake Ontario watershed.

Moving the new water control structure and culvert into
place at Point Vivian.

Constellation energy signs DU as a Signatory Partner
Constellation Energy recently recognized DU as a Signature Partner. The
relationship includes a $135,000 grant for conservation efforts at Lake
Shore Marshes Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in Wayne and Oswego
counties. Constellation Energy joins DU and additional project partners,
including Healing Our Waters, New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (NYSDEC), Montezuma Audubon Center and Friends of
Montezuma Wetlands Complex on the Lake Shore Marshes project.
“Constellation has been a valuable conservation partner,” said Sarah Fleming,
DU regional biologist for New York, “and the Lake Shore projects will increase
recreational opportunities and wildlife habitat in the Lake Ontario watershed.”
Overview of Red Creek Marsh, pre-construction.

The Lake Shore Marsh projects will restore hydrologic function and enhance
habitat diversity in two coastal marsh systems, Red Creek and Beaver Creek
marshes, located within the WMA. The goal will be to create at least 8 to 10 shallow quarter-acre openings in the dense cattail
mats. The potholes will be connected to one another through a series of narrow channels that will greatly increase the value of these
systems to fish and wildlife.
The restoration work at Lake Shore Marshes WMA will enhance habitat structure and plant diversity on approximately 59 acres of
coastal freshwater marsh. “We are actively engaged in a comprehensive effort to restore coastal wetland habitats along the Lake Ontario
and St. Lawrence River shorelines in partnership with numerous public and private partners,” Fleming said. “We have used the funding
gift from Constellation to leverage matching funds and attract additional support to further increase the scope of the projects.”
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Restoration Completed at Lakeview WMA

Newly restored pothole at Lakeview WMA

Duck Unlimited has partnered with The Nature Conservancy
(TNC) to enhance 200 acres at Lakeview Marsh barrier beach
ecosystem along eastern Lake Ontario. The Lake Ontario Wetland
Invasive Species Control and Restoration Project was funded
through a Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant received
by TNC. The establishment of dense communities of invasive
plant species has lessened the value of the wetland habitat. The
restoration goal was to enhance the marsh ecosystem and provide
fish-spawning habitat by opening more than 9,000 linear feet of
channel and 1 acre of potholes. Construction was successfully
completed in January 2012 by K. L. Warren, a local contractor.
TNC will begin monitoring efforts in March 2012 to evaluate the
wildlife response to the newly restored channels and potholes.

DU to Break Ground at Montezuma in Spring 2012
As part of a multi-year project, DU is partnering with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation, The Nature Conservancy, Wells Fargo, National Wild Turkey Federation, other non-governmental
organizations and local landowners to restore and protect valuable landscape throughout the Montezuma area. Today, more than
3,500 acres of wildlife habitat have been protected and 2,500 acres have been restored or enhanced on the Northern Montezuma
Wetlands Complex. With funding from USFWS through a North America Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) grant, and in
conjunction with our strong list of funding partners, DU will purchase and protect an additional 575 acres and enhance 571 acres of
wetland and upland habitat. DU will recreate the natural features of the wetlands mimicking the varying water depths that encourage
diverse plant species in the resulting marshes. The value of the restored wetlands will benefit numerous species of wildlife by creating
dense nesting cover, offering stopover areas during migration and providing critical foraging resources for a variety of wetlanddependent wildlife. Construction is scheduled to begin in spring 2012.

Research Seeks to Unravel Sea Duck Mystery
The 15 species of waterfowl known as sea ducks constitute 42 percent
of the duck species breeding in North America, yet they are the most
poorly understood group of waterfowl. For reasons unknown, 10
of the 15 sea duck species are experiencing population declines and
three (harlequin ducks, spectacled eiders and Steller’s eiders) are
currently listed as threatened or endangered. Determining linkages
among breeding, staging, wintering and molting areas is essential to
understanding population declines, identifying limiting factors and
evaluating potential impacts from development, offshore wind farm
projects, harvesting and climate change. In response, the Sea Duck
Joint Venture initiated a large-scale, multi-year, collaborative research
project using satellite telemetry on black scoters, surf scoters, whitewinged scoters and long-tailed ducks wintering on the Chesapeake
Bay, St. Lawrence Estuary, Cape Cod, Nantucket, Restigouche River in
New Brunswick and Lake Ontario. DU’s participation in this important
research was made possible by a generous grant from the Waterfowl
Research Foundation.
Migration trajectories of long-tailed ducks fitted with satellite transmitters
during winter on Chesapeake Bay (red) and Nantucket/Cape Cod
(yellow).
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Successful Partnership Allows for Protection of Over 590 Acres
Ducks Unlimited and the Indian River Lakes Conservancy (IRLC)
were awarded funding from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
to protect more than 552 acres of critical habitat in the St. Lawrence
Valley. The grant was received through the Atlantic Coast Joint
Venture and administered by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. DU and
IRLC completed land acquisition and protection goals in February
2012. The project ensures the protection of high-quality habitat,
including scrub-shrub wetlands and riparian areas in Jefferson
County.
“DU’s partnership with IRLC was so successful that we were able to
protect an additional 30 acres beyond the original proposed 552 acres,”
said Sarah Fleming, DU regional biologist for New York. “It has been a pleasure working with IRLC and we hope to continue our
record of positive partnerships with them and other land trusts in New York.” Approximately 595 acres were acquired through the
grant and are now owned by IRLC. A diversity of wildlife will benefit from this project and all the land owned by IRLC is open for
public access.

DU and partners work to control Phragmites on Wertheim NWR
Over the past five years, DU, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), and the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (NYSDEC) have worked on numerous projects along the south shore of Long Island to eradicate invasive plant species
and establish native species with high wildlife value. USFWS manages eight national wildlife refuges on Long Island as part of the
Long Island National Wildlife Refuge Complex, which is headquartered at Wertheim National Wildlife Refuge in Shirley.
In 2006, DU applied for and received its first grant from the NYSDEC’s Aquatic Invasive Species Eradication Grant Program to
help with this effort. This grant was used to treat approximately 24.5 acres of phragmites-dominated marsh in the tidal freshwater
reaches of the Carmans River, located near the Wertheim headquarters. Two treatments of Rodeo herbicide (glyphosate) were applied
in October 2006 and 2007. In 2008, DU received a second grant from the NYSDEC to control phragmites on an additional 17 acres
through successive sprays scheduled for 2009 and 2010. In fall 2010, approximate 38 acres were treated, with another two applications
conducted. Under the original Scope of Work document for this grant, DU proposed to conduct two sprays to control 17 acres of
phragmites, but the low bid came in well under the cost of what was expected to do this work, and as a result, a total of 38 acres were
treated in 2010 with enough money left over to treat an additional 75 acres in 2011.
Using this unexpected windfall, an additional 30 acres of phragmites were treated at Wertheim in September 2011. Though an
additional 75 acres was estimated, ground spray was used due to wind issues, so less area could be covered.
Phragmites-eradication efforts are an integral part of the refuge’s adaptive
management approach to conserve, enhance and restore native wetland habitat
for fish and wildlife. One of the primary goals is to reduce phragmites to less
than 5 percent coverage of all habitat types over the next 15 years. The work
that has been completed, thanks in large part to the NYSDEC Invasive Species
Control grants, is a good start, with vast habitat improvements for waterfowl and
other wildlife already documented. The refuge staff will continue to monitor the
treated areas and conduct inventories for new infestations. DU will look for ways
to assist USFWS and other partners in eradicating this invasive plant, which has
adversely affected thousands of acres of critical coastal habitats.

Usually two treatments of the herbicide Rodeo are needed to control old stands of
Phragmites. This site is well on the way to recovery of native vegetation and better
habitat for ducks, fish and other wildlife.
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Note: Project points may represent more than one project.

St. Lawrence NOAA GLRI
IRLC, GLRI

Lakeview, TNC GLRI

Montezuma Wetlands Complex

2011

Accomplishments
10 completed projects
1,057 acres conserved
856 acres of
technical assistance
$3.4 million invested

Congratulations to Kurt and Bernie, and best wishes to Ray and Craig
This year the Atlantic Office (AO) will see some changes in staff. Kurt Dyroff, director of
conservation programs, will be transitioning to the Great Lakes/Atlantic Regional Office
in Ann Arbor, Mich., where he will take over his new role as the Director of Conservation
programs for Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky and Minnesota. Bernie Marczyk (formerly
the AO’s Governmental Affairs Representative) will switch offices and replace Kurt as
our new Director of Conservation Programs. Bernie has been working for DU for four
years and we are excited that he will continue to help us advance our North Atlantic
conservation programs. Congratulations to Kurt and Bernie on their new positions!
We would also like to wish Ray Whittemore and Craig Ferris good luck as they transition
into retirement. Effective June 30, 2012, Ray and Craig will retire from DU, where they
have devoted a combined total of more than 40 years to helping restore, protect and
enhance critical wetland habitat. They both intend to take advantage of as many annual
hiking, fishing and hunting opportunities as they can. Thank you to Craig and Ray for all
you’ve done and continue to do for the ducks.
Ducks Unlimited • Great Lakes/Atlantic Region
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410.224.6620
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North American Wetlands Conservation Act in 2012
Ducks Unlimited has contributed a strong voice for wetlands conservation across North America for 75 years, and
works as a voice for waterfowl protections in national and state public policy.
The North American Wetlands Conservation Act is the most significant federal program that DU partners with
to protect and conserve habitat for North America’s migratory bird populations. This program provides grants to
partner groups—private landowners, local companies, conservation organizations, and more—who have matched
the grant funds by raising money from non-federal sources. These funds are then used to impact wetlands that are
in need of protection, and competition for these funds means the match is typically 2-3 times the grant amount.
2012 will be critical for NAWCA in two ways. First, NAWCA requires reauthorization every five years, with the
current bill expiring in 2012. DU is seeking congressional support for bills in the Senate and the House that would
reauthorize the program until 2017. This would allow the Congress to fund these wetland grants.
Second, federal budgets are lean this year and funding for programs such as NAWCA are at risk. NAWCA brings
in more money to the federal treasury than it cost. It also creates thousands of jobs each year, and creates business
for hotels, restaurants, plant nurseries, construction companies, and many others. This program is an incredibly
valuable tool for natural resource protection in this country. It deserves strong, active support from DU supporters.

Please help by visiting www.ducks.org/nawca or by calling your Senators and House member
to express your support for NAWCA.

A gift of real estate is an excellent way to support Ducks Unlimited and take advantage of significant tax deductions.
You have several options when donating real estate, each with unique benefits for both you and DU.

Giving options:
• Outright gift of real estate. Real estate that you no longer use or wish to own, but is owned outright and readily marketable can
•
•

be gifted to DU. Gifts of habitat lands are especially important to our mission.

Gift of real estate with retained life use. You may gift your principle residence to DU and retain the right to continue to live
and use the property for the rest of your life. Such a gift is deductible in the year the gift is made, not at the end of the retained
life interest.
Gift of real estate through CRT. For landowners who wish to continue to gain income from their property, there is an option
called a Charitable Remainder trust, or CRT. The owner transfers the property to the trust, the trust sells the property, usually
avoiding capital gains taxes (check with your tax advisor) and then the proceeds of the sale are invested to provide income to
the owner for their life. The owner should receive a tax deduction for the gift and DU receives the balance of the trust after
their death. There are a number of options available, please visit DU’s gift planning website at:

http://www.ducks.org/conservation/land-protection/donations-or-gifts-of-land
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Celebrating 75 years of conservation success
By Dale Hall
Ducks Unlimited CEO

This year marks a very special time for Ducks Unlimited. On Jan. 29, 1937, the More Game Birds in
America organization transitioned into what would become the greatest wetland and waterfowl habitat
conservation organization in the world! Throughout this year, we will be celebrating our 75th anniversary,
and we have a great deal to celebrate.
From our beginnings in Manitoba at Big Grass Marsh with a project that impacted 100,000 acres, to our
current partnership with the Pew Charitable Trusts to conserve 1 billion acres in the vast boreal forests,
our work has been based on the simple principle of cooperation with others. During DU’s first years,
struggling farmers were DU’s best partners; the Dust Bowl and the Great Depression were in full swing
and significant acres of wetlands were being converted to farmland. The partnership with farmers was based on “water on the ground,
ducks in the air,” and immediately elevated DU’s status as a group of people who wanted to roll up their sleeves and solve problems.
The very first volunteers to answer the call were hunters. Hunters seemed to intuitively know that in order to have enough ducks to
enjoy our passionate and recuperative pursuit, there had to be healthy habitats. In 1934, when the depression had more people in bread
lines and westward caravans than were gainfully employed, duck hunters lobbied Congress to require them to pay to go hunting! This
was followed in 1937 by another tax lobbied for by hunters, as well as the firearm and ammunition industries, to place a tax on these
items to be used only for conservation. This law is still in place today and supports state fish and wildlife agencies. Also in 1937, Ducks
Unlimited Incorporated and Ducks Unlimited Canada were born.
With DUC as the original mechanism to deliver projects on the ground in Canada, our partnership has been long and rich with sciencebased decisions and volunteer-driven passion. Until the 1980s, all work done by DU was in Canada. Then science began to unveil the
importance of migratory and wintering habitat. DUI has continued its partnership with DUC to conserve valuable nesting grounds, but
has expanded to include projects in all 50 states. We are rapidly closing in on 13 million acres conserved in Canada and the United States,
with a target of 750 million to 1 billion more acres conserved in the boreal forests of Canada. What an accomplishment to celebrate!
But as we celebrate these great successes along with our numerous partners, we must not become complacent and think the job is done.
According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, we are still losing more acres than we are able to conserve each year in the United
States, and the pressures to convert valuable waterfowl habitat to other uses is greater than ever. In Canada and Mexico, those pressures
are equally formidable.
Our challenges are great, but with the continued dedication of our volunteers, members and professional staff, Ducks Unlimited
WILL NOT FAIL! I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible over the next 12 months as we celebrate 75 years of phenomenal
accomplishment. HAPPY ANNIVERSARY, DUCKS UNLIMITED!

Ducks Unlimited • Great Lakes/Atlantic Region
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2011 New York Volunteer Conservationist of the Year:
Dr. John Cole, DVM
Ducks Unlimited has named Dr. John Cole (“Doc”) of Rome as the New York Volunteer
Conservationist of the Year in recognition of more than two decades of service and generosity to DU.
Doc is well known among the DU ranks for his support of wetlands and waterfowl conservation, and
as being a lifelong sportsman and outdoorsman. Doc joined DU in 1990 and started volunteering in
1992. Doc has worn many hats as a DU volunteer. He currently serves on DU’s national gun subcommittee, and is the state council chair, a position he has held for more than two years. Doc has also
held various leadership positions including area and zone chairman and state chair and vice-chair.
Very few people have Doc’s passion for the ducks and for DU’s mission.
Doc not only works closely with the volunteers, he has also made numerous selfless philanthropic
contributions that have been used to leverage millions of dollars in federal funding, resulting in tens
of thousands of wetland acres conserved. He is a Diamond Sponsor in Perpetuity and has recognized DU with a significant Feather
Society pledge, so he can take care of the ducks even after he is gone. Over the past 20 years, Doc has also generously provided hunts
and salmon-fishing trips to help steward volunteers, as well as providing great “get-to-know-you” opportunities for DU staff and
volunteers. As a result of his expertise and professionalism, his hunting and fishing trips always make great stories.
Doc started hunting around age 4, following his dad through the fields. His passion for outdoor activities led him on many hunting
and fishing adventures, including a recently won faceoff with a grizzly bear (the bear can be seen on display at Bass Pro Shops in
Auburn). Doc has been a licensed charter captain since 1978 and completed a Grand Slam of North America wild sheep in 2005.
When he is not working at his veterinary practice, you will most likely find Doc fishing, hunting or practicing long-distance target
shooting. Doc is a great steward of the land and always keeps DU’s conservation mission first and foremost. Thank you, Doc, for all
you do for the ducks, and congratulations on being New York’s Volunteer Conservationist of the Year.

2011 New York Conservation Partner of the Year:
Irene Mazzocchi, Region 6 NYSDEC
Ducks Unlimited is proud to recognize Irene Mazzocchi, New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (NYSDEC) Region 6 wildlife biologist, as New York’s 2011 Conservation Partner of the
Year. Over the last several years, through the support and cooperation of Irene and NYSDEC Region
6 staff, DU has delivered some of New York’s largest conservation projects, which include both upland
and wetland restoration and protection. Projects have been delivered at Point Peninsula, Perch River,
French Creek, Lakeview and Ashland wildlife management areas. NYSDEC has also partnered with
DU on several large federal grants, including standard North American Wetlands Conservation Act
grants, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and The Nature Conservancy Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative grants (see above for project descriptions), USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service grants and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service partnership programs. Without the support of Irene and
NYSDEC Region 6, DU would not be able to deliver one of the most successful wetlands conservation
programs in the Great Lakes Region.
Through Irene’s partnership, DU has helped protect and restore more than 2,500 acres of upland and wetland habitat in the St.
Lawrence Valley. Irene’s efforts have made NYSDEC one of the go-to conservation organizations in the eastern Lake Ontario watershed.
Irene’s drive and passion for conservation are ever present, as is her ability to organize and motivate conservation partners for strategic
conservation planning, such as invasive species control programs and endangered species working groups. DU is actively engaged
in several new projects in NYSDEC Region 6 aimed at restoring and protecting critical wetland habitat in the St. Lawrence and Lake
Ontario watersheds. DU is excited to continue to build on our very productive conservation partnership with Irene and NYSDEC.

Ducks Unlimited conserves, restores
and manages wetlands and associated habitats for
North America’s waterfowl. These habitats also
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benefit other wildlife and people.
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