CARBON
OFFSET

PROGRAM

IN THE PRAIRIE POTHOLE REGION OF THE U.S.

PROMOTING WORKING RURAL LANDSCAPES,
CRITICAL WILDLIFE HABITAT AND CARBON STORAGE
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the prairie pothole region

background
Ducks Unlimited (DU) has been the leader in North American wetland conservation for over 75 years, conserving more than

The Prairie Pothole Region (PPR), covering much of the Northern Great Plains, is a highly unique landscape that was once one

13 million acres across the continent. Habitat vital for waterfowl and other wildlife is disappearing at alarming rates, including

of the largest grassland-wetland complexes on earth. This landscape mosaic is often referred to as the “Duck Factory,” providing

prairie grasslands utilized by ducks for nesting and rearing their young. The loss of these grasslands has implications beyond

critical breeding habitat for 50 to 80 percent of the continent’s waterfowl populations. The grasslands have also long-supported

wildlife, including the emission of below-ground carbon reserves. In response, DU has developed the first and only avoided

herds of grazing animals, which for the last century have served as the economic foundation for local ranching families.
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grassland conversion program in the world and become a leader in producing carbon offsets that have immense ancillary values.
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a region
under threat
Today, the prairie grasses that make up this region have been deemed
the most endangered ecosystem in North America. The Prairie Pothole
Region is experiencing unprecedented conversion of grasslands into row-crop
systems. From 1997 to 2007, over 750,000 acres of native prairie were plowed in
the northern Great Plains, with annual losses averaging 50,000 acres per year in
the region since then. In addition to native prairie, 1.7 million acres of restored
grasslands in North Dakota alone have lost federal protection since 2007,
and a majority of those acres were re-cultivated. With 90 percent of the
total system carbon stored in the soils, tillage activities and added
field inputs result in significant carbon releases.

PRAIRIE GRASSES.

The most endangered ecosystem in North America.
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how our
program helps

DU’s established carbon program
provides numerous benefits
beyond the protection of carbon
reserves and reduction of future
greenhouse gas emissions. The
program also permanently protects
breeding habitat vital to the future
of waterfowl, habitat that provides
food and shelter to a variety of
wildlife and supports recreational
activities that positively influence
the rural economy. Landowners are
compensated financially through
our program and reassured that the
ranching way of life will continue
for future generations.
DU’s certified carbon offset
program can play an important
role in comprehensive carbon
management by assisting
businesses, corporations,
and individuals achieve their
sustainability goals.
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how it works
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Following an industry-approved
accounting methodology, DU
calculates carbon stored in the soil.
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DU led the development of the Avoided Conversion of
Grasslands and Shrublands (ACoGS) methodology approved by
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Ducks Unlimited provides financial
compensation to ranchers who
voluntarily place their grasslands
under a conservation easement that
removes the threat of tillage forever.
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Ranchers may continue to graze
and hay in ways that retain or
enhance environmental benefits,
including below-ground carbon.
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Estimated carbon
offsets are third-party
verified, certified
by a leading carbon
registry and made
available for sale.

the American Carbon Registry (ACR) in 2013. In the fall of 2014,
DU successfully generated the first-ever ACoGS credits and
completed a market transaction for 40,000 carbon offsets.
Additional offsets are ready for certification. DU is actively
engaging with potential partners interested in purchasing offsets
and investors for program expansion.
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why partner with us
DU is one of the most recognizable conservation brands in the world. Our
unique communications strategy is capable of placing our partners’ names in
front of millions of concerned conservationists through numerous outlets,
including a magazine with a readership of 3.2 million per issue, a TV show
with 2.5 million Pursuit Channel viewers last season and a social media
following of well over 1 million. Our full-time marketing staff is dedicated to
meeting diverse needs and helping our partners reach a wide audience.

interested in learning more?
Please contact Ducks Unlimited’s Great Plains Regional Office and ask to speak to a carbon program representative.
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