SOUTH PLATTE

WATER
RESOURCE
PROGRAM
Establishing a lasting legacy of abundant
clean water for waterfowl, wildlife and people

Water is an essential resource for life and good health.
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RECHARGE WETLANDS :

7

Benefitting people and waterfowl

RECYCLING WATER
On average, water in the South Platte Basin is used
seven times before it crosses the Nebraska State line

Recharge wetlands are located away from the river channel but are designed
to be hydraulically connected to the river via groundwater. Water is pumped
or diverted into the wetlands during periods of low demand on the river.
It then percolates through the porous wetland soils into the underlying
aquifer, and slowly returns underground to the river channel. This retiming
of streamflow, from times of excess to times of shortage, creates credits
that allow junior water rights holders to operate during periods of high
demand, when their use would otherwise be curtailed.

Water users earn credits by flooding wetlands during winter and
spring months when demands on the river are low and the
need for waterfowl habitat is high

Dry zone
Recharge zone
Groundwater aquifer
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Ducks Unlimited’s
WATER RESOURCE PROGRAM

SOUTH PLATTE WETLAND RECHARGE PROJECTS

The goal of the Water Resources Program at DU is to
continue delivering innovative solutions to modern
water issues through high quality wetland creation
and conservation strategies. Since 1987, DU has been

GREELEY

developing partnerships in Colorado with cities,
farms, schools, industry, and government agencies
to deliver river augmentation projects. Whether
independent or in-concert with other recharge

Competed wetland recharge projects

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
Water demands in the South Platte basin are steadily increasing and DU’s Water Resource
Program aims to provide an effective and efficient compliment to other water management
strategies. We envision a program capable of delivering water for municipal and industrial
needs, while supporting strong agricultural economies and providing benefit for DU’s
mission and objectives.
Strong progress into the future will require $2 million in additional support to purchase
land and easements for recharge wetlands, secure water rights, and build desperately needed
infrastructure. Funds provided to DU can be leveraged into grants and loans worth 15 times
more than DU invests. Through DU, you directly provide abundant, clean water for waterfowl,
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wildlife, and people, the heart of DU’s mission.

2525 River Road
Bismarck, ND 58503-9011
www.ducks.org/ecosystemservices

