MISSOURI
STATE CONSERVATION REPORT 2015
SCHELL OSAGE CONSERVATION AREA – LAST OF FIVE MISSOURI GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY
WETLAND INITIATIVE PROJECTS
Launched in 2004, the Golden Anniversary Wetlands Initiative (GAWI) is an ambitious partnership to rehabilitate and enhance wetlands
at five of the Missouri Department of Conservation’s (MDC) oldest wetland conservation areas. Over the years, managers at these areas
faced an array of challenges as these conservation areas reach their 50th anniversary. The original infrastructure of these areas outlived its
reasonable life expectancy. Extreme landscape changes resulted in unforeseen and devastating effects on certain aspects of these wetland
complexes. Major efforts were necessary to restore the wetland management functionality of these areas, and their rehabilitation has
been the focus of Missouri’s GAWI conservation partnership. Throughout the years, our GAWI efforts have been guided by the following
objectives:

•
•
•
•

Devise and finalize plans for rehabilitating MDC’s oldest wetland management areas.
Incorporate 21st Century wetland and ecological science into restoration approaches while avoiding a “repair” mentality in planning
needed restorations.
Assemble diverse partnerships necessary to fund the efforts.
Implement the improvements/modifications over the twelve year period from 2005-2017.

We achieved our GAWI objectives on four of these five major public wetland complexes with Schell Osage Conservation Area (SOCA)
being our final GAWI project. SOCA lies within the floodplain of the Osage River in St. Clair and Vernon counties. The biggest challenge
for Schell lies in the wake of Truman Reservoir. This large U.S. Army Corps of Engineers project, which closed its control gates in 1979,
has caused floods of greater frequency, elevation, and duration, resulting in major changes to the natural hydrology.
Project planning efforts for SOCA are underway and restoring the wetland functions and values is an overarching goal. We anticipate this
being a two phase project with Phase I installing a new pump station and Phase II enhancing and restoring wetland habitat in the pools.
The MDC plans to fund Phase I (installation of
the new pump station) enabling DU to then use
the pump station funds expended by MDC as
match to secure a standard $1million NAWCA
grant to support Phase II construction. Because
of the many variables (weather, flooding,
available NAWCA funding etc.) that often
present themselves when administering large
scale wetland enhancement and restoration
projects such as this, we anticipate this being
a multiyear project with Phase I construction
getting started in 2016.
We are really excited about the future for
SOCA. This project represents another great
Missouri partnership effort focused on ensuring
SOCA is able to provide critical migrations and
wintering ground habitat targeting wetland
dependent wildlife for another 50 plus years.
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DUCKS UNLIMITED AND CONSERVATION PARTNERS WORKING TOGETHER
TO ENHANCE/RESTORE WETLAND HABITAT ON THREE MISSOURI NATIONAL
WILDLILFE REFUGES
Ducks Unlimited has secured three $1 million each standard NAWCA grants targeting Mingo, Clarence Cannon, and Swan Lake
National Wildlife Refuges. Here is an update of their ongoing enhancement and restoration..

MINGO NWR – This project will target the replacement of one major water control and a spillway structure on Mingo NWR benefitting
more than 3,045 acres. The project is in the final design phase and staff members are working to secure all needed permits for
construction. Depending on the weather, construction activities associated with this project should wrap up summer/fall 2016.
CLARENCE CANNON NWR – The purpose of this project is to improve water management capability and restore natural water flow
patterns and drainage on the refuge. Additional benefits include improved habitat conditions and food resources for a number of priority
wildlife species. This project includes replacing an outdated and failing refuge pump station, reconfiguration of wetland management
units (combining three units into one), and installation of one new water control structure. Water management on Clarence Cannon
NWR occurs on approximately 2,264 acres. This project will benefit the entire area on which water management is capable. Direct/added
enhancement work within the 3 units mentioned above will target 1,531 acres on the refuge. Project is nearing the final design phase and
we will soon be working to secure construction permits. Construction should begin in summer 2015 and wrap up in summer 2016.
SWAN LAKE NWR – This project is focused on 487 acres of wetland and 293 acres native grassland restoration between Silver and
Swan Lake, and will enhance an additional 1,110 acres by improving water delivery to and from South Pool, and installing one new water
control structure. Final design Is complete and construction permits are being secured. We anticipate construction of this project to take
place in summer and fall 2016, sooner if possible.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS
6 Projects
1318 Acres Conserved
6,750 Acres of
Technical Assistance
$822,780 Invested

DUCKS UNLIMITED

PROJEC T S
Completed

Featured

Note: Project points may represent more than one project.

MEET YOUR MISSOURI CONSERVATION STAFF
Mark Flaspohler
Manager of Conservation Programs
– IA, KY and MO
Ducks Unlimited, Inc.
c/o U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
101 Park DeVille Drive, Suite B
Columbia, Missouri 65203

Kerry G. Scott P.E.
Regional Engineer – KY and MO
Ducks Unlimited, Inc.
3923 Viola View
Jefferson City, MO 65101

573-234-2132 ext. 178
mflaspohler@ducks.org

573-634-3800
kscott@ducks.org
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MISSOURI DUCKS UNLIMITED AND CONSERVATION PARTNERS RESTORING THE
GRAND PASSAGES OF WATERFOWL FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
For 78 years Ducks Unlimited (DU) and many conservation partners have worked to replace what has been lost – critical wetlands that
provide the habitat for North American waterfowl. Generations of conservationists have rallied around DU’s vision of “wetlands sufficient
to fill skies today, tomorrow, and forever,” understanding that these important ecosystems provided not only the birds and recreation they
loved so much, but also many other benefits to society as a whole.
The floodplains associated with the big rivers and their major tributaries represent the core wetland habitats found across much of
Missouri. Together, these wetlands and associated uplands provide vital habitat for migrating waterfowl, shorebirds, and many other
wetland dependent species, representing some of the most premier wetland habitat in the Midwest. Wetland habitat restoration in
Missouri provides a national showcase of what is possible for landscape and wetland restoration when local, state, and federal government
and non-government partners work together.
In the past 25 years, Team DU Missouri, along with our many valued conservation partners have enhanced or restored 110,438 acres of
high quality migration and wintering habitat for wetland dependent wildlife and people in Missouri. As we look to the next 25 years of
wetlands conservation, we also look for better ways to fund our conservation model – ways that are more effective, more efficient, and
allow our biologists the tools and flexibility they need to get the greatest conservation return possible on each dollar invested. DU’s ability
to leverage supporter dollars many times over before returning them to the landscape and our commitment to being sound stewards of
your investment will continue as we find new ways to generate support for the ducks.
One key program is DU’s Big Rivers Initiative, an initiative that helps us pave the way for restoring the grand passages of waterfowl in
Missouri and other big river states. Picking up where other successful programs left off, Big Rivers uses a your conservation support
to restore, enhance, and protect wetlands across the landscape, looking at conservation opportunities through the lens of the birds
themselves.
Your support of the Big Rivers Initiative through Major Sponsor pledges or cash gifts will enable us to continue our work for future
generations of conservationists to enjoy. Not only do we work together while delivering conservation to DU’s highest priority geographies,
including Missouri, we also celebrate our successes through wetland dedications. Our most recent dedication occurred was held Oct. 11,
2014, at Duck Creek Conservation Area, which is one of our five Golden Anniversary Wetland projects. These dedications are special days
where we celebrate our wetland restoration efforts while recognizing each and every person, family, and conservation partner for their
generous support in making our conservation programs successful where it matters most – on the ground.

Ducks Unlimited conserves, restores
and manages wetlands and associated habitats
for North America’s waterfowl. These habitats
also benefit other wildlife and people.
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