An estimated 60 percent of historic wetlands
have been lost in the Great Lakes Initiative area,
and continued loss is estimated at 1 percent
annually. Help curb and reverse this loss of
critical wetlands and grasslands with your gift
to DU’s Great Lakes Initiative.

GREAT LAKES INITIATIVE

THE GREAT LAKES NEED YOU NOW
Your gift to Ducks Unlimited is invaluable, and it is truly the greatest
contribution you can make to secure the future of wetlands and
waterfowl. Every dollar you give to Ducks Unlimited is leveraged
multiple times to create a conservation impact far beyond your initial
gift. In addition, we invest at least 80 cents of every dollar received in our
conservation mission. Start making a difference right now for waterfowl,
outdoorsmen, and future generations of wildlife and people by making
your gift to DU’s Great Lakes Initiative. Help conserve more than 35,000
acres of key habitats in the Great Lakes watershed with your gift today.

Don’t wait.
Call DU at (734) 623-2000 today to speak
with fundraising staff in your area.

Protecting the pristine waters of the Great Lakes and

www.ducks.org

conserving critical habitat for many species of waterfowl
That utilize this vast watershed throughout their life cycle
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Cross-Border Conservation

GREAT LAKES Initiative at a Glance
FIVE-YEAR INITIATIVE Goals (FY 2012-16)
 Habitat Delivery: 35,000 acres
Philanthropic Revenue: $6.9 million

RESOURCES
BEYOND WATERFOWL

Total Revenue Goal: $49.5 million

The Great Lakes Initiative area is home to

Public Revenue: $42.6 million

far more than just waterfowl and wetlands.

Initiative States AND PROVINCES

The region holds vast human, political,

 Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Wisconsin, and Ontario

Conservation
Priority Area

Conservation Focus
 Maximize benefits for migrating and breeding waterfowl by restoring,
enhancing, and protecting wetland and grassland complexes that
include coastal and riparian marshes and small interior wetlands on
public and private lands throughout the Great Lakes watershed.

and philanthropic capital, accounting for
Migratory waterfowl are a shared continental resource and know no borders. Thus, DU must work across North America to ensure a bright future
for waterfowl and the people who enjoy them. By contributing to DU’s
Great Lakes Initiative, you will be supporting critical waterfowl habitat
conservation in the Great Lakes Initiative area, as well as priority breeding
grounds in the Prairie Pothole Region, Western Boreal Forest, and Atlantic
Canada, where the vast majority of waterfowl are produced prior to mak-

DU’s Five-Year Plan for THE GREAT LAKES
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29 percent of the U.S. population and 31
percent of Ducks Unlimited members
nationwide. The waterfowling tradition is
strong within the region, which is home
to nearly 30 percent of America’s active
waterfowl hunters, as well as a quarter of
DU’s mission-critical Major Sponsors.
The residents of this region have an
incredible sense of connection to their
home—to the Great Lakes themselves,

Maximizing the power of a dollar
In many instances, your conservation investment
allows DU to leverage your gift with other private,
public, and contractual funds, sometimes matching
it as many as seven or eight times.

the associated wetlands and wildlife habitat, and to the sense of community that
ties them all together. Your generous gift
to DU’s Great Lakes Initiative is critical
to ensuring a bright future for this great
landscape, for waterfowl, outdoorsmen
and women, and all of the generations
yet to come.

