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Another Great Year
   for the DU Family

hen you consider your family tree, some obvious people
come to mind: spouses, children, siblings, and parents.
But the list doesn’t stop there for Ducks Unlimited
supporters. If you imagine the tallest, broadest tree you’ve ever seen
– an ancient redwood, a regal live oak, or a soaring fir – that’s the DU
family tree. Its vast limbs stretch across the continent, connecting DU
supporters, chapters, and the landscapes most important to waterfowl
along the way.
Fiscal Year 2013 (FY13) was a period of marked growth for the
DU family tree as we launched new regional fundraising initiatives.
These 16 initiatives were carefully developed as part of DU’s National
Business Plan to increase our efficiency and fundraising success,
connect our donors with priority habitats, and continue to give our
conservation program a truly continental scope. This will ensure that
the most important waterfowl habitats – and the birds we see from
our blinds each year – are conserved for future generations.
These vital fundraising efforts begin with our volunteers, who
dedicate themselves to raising money for the ducks through more than
4,000 events each year. During FY13, DU volunteers worked harder
than ever to bring more event attendees through the door – 30,000 more
to be exact, an attendance increase of 8 percent over FY12.
One shining example of this teamwork and dedication came
to light during a dinner event in Houston, Texas, last year. In one
night, Houston shattered DU’s single-event fundraising record by
raising more than $1.57 million for the ducks. It was an amazing
volunteer accomplishment and just one of many outstanding
efforts during FY13.
One of the most memorable messages we’ve heard from our
volunteers is the importance of developing more leaders – not just
more followers – to help carry out DU’s mission year after year. In
FY13, our volunteer leaders stepped up their recruitment efforts and
grew their own ranks by 13 percent – bringing us to a total of more
than 48,000 active volunteers working as part of Team DU to ensure
a strong outdoor heritage for generations to come.
All told, these loyal volunteers worked closely with DU staff
to raise more than $88 million for conservation in FY13, with
an additional $68 million in future commitments through Major
Sponsor pledges and planned giving.

This dedication to conservation is why we do what we do every
day. And the conservation arm of Team DU used these resources
wisely in FY13, coming in well above our goals for conserved acres
nationwide. Some of our greatest gains came on the prairie breeding
grounds of DU’s Great Plains Region, where we conserved 73,724
acres – more than twice the goal for the region.
Across the continent, DU conserved 142,595 acres in FY13,
coming in at 140 percent of our goal and bringing our cumulative
total to more than 13.1 million acres conserved in North America
since 1937. As our regional fundraising initiatives ramp up in FY14,
we will see this number continue to grow.
We must also keep in mind that the dollars we raise are more
impactful because they’re paired with state and federal funding. More
than a third of the funding for DU’s conservation mission comes from
public sources, and it is crucial that Ducks Unlimited continue to be
engaged in public policy to make sure conservation isn’t forgotten in
the halls of Congress or our state capitols.
Looking forward, one major challenge will be to educate
legislators about the remarkable successes of public-private
partnerships such as the North American Wetlands Conservation Act
that benefit wetlands, waterfowl, other wildlife, and every American
citizen. As members of Team DU, we are all responsible for taking up
this charge and influencing our members of Congress on behalf of
DU’s conservation mission.
As we listen for the whistle of wings and watch flocks of ducks
enter our favorite marshes this year, let’s remember where they started,
where they’re headed, and what our connections to these landscapes
mean for future generations of outdoorsmen and women. Thank you
for the sacrifices you make to be part of our DU family tree. We may
not be related by blood, but we are all connected through our passion
for waterfowl and our undying commitment to seeing DU’s mission
carried out across North America.

George H. Dunklin, Jr.
President

H. Dale Hall
Chief Executive Officer
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states, Canada, and Mexico, science has shown us
that the landscapes most important to waterfowl
are often different from those where most
waterfowl supporters live. In April 2012, directed
by our strategic plan and national business
plan, DU volunteers and staff began searching
for a way to better connect conservation with
fundraising and focus our resources on North
America’s most critical waterfowl landscapes.
The solution was a suite of 16 regional
initiatives intended to generate philanthropic
investment for waterfowl conservation in
a manner that aligns donor interest with
conservation priorities. The initiatives span the
continent, but the primary focus will continue to
be on DU’s priority landscapes.
The end of FY13 marked just over a year since
the initiative planning, creation, and marketing
process began. Even in that short time, the
initiatives had already begun receiving strong
support from DU’s donors nationwide, and
significant progress on the initiatives’ conservation
goals can be seen on the following pages.

WHERE WATERFOWL
and SUPPORTERS MEET
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The Global Value of the World’s Largest Forest
The Boreal Forest is an incredible place. Along with providing a critical haven

for waterfowl and other wildlife, the Boreal has been the world’s most extensive
terrestrial “carbon sink” for the past century, absorbing more carbon from the

atmosphere than it releases back into it. As development and industry continue to
flourish around the globe and the atmospheric carbon level rises, scientists are
looking to large forests like the Boreal to help moderate it.

The plants and trees of the Boreal absorb large amounts of carbon through

photosynthesis. As these plants and trees age and decay – or are disturbed by
an event such as fire or development – this carbon is released back into the

atmosphere. If the Boreal experiences too much disturbance through unchecked
development, it could lose its status as a carbon sink and instead become a
massive carbon source.

This is why Ducks Unlimited and our Boreal Forest Conservation Framework

partners are committed to protecting at least 50 percent of the Boreal as large

refuge blocks for waterfowl and other wildlife and ensuring that the half left open
to development is subject to world-leading environmental practices. Over the

course of 10 years, the framework aims to reach 1 billion acres of protected and

Making Connections between the Boreal and the Heartland

sustainable habitat, with a significant portion occurring during the first five years.

Allison and Doug Frey – Midl and, Texas

“On Sunday afternoons in the spring, we

Seeing DU’s work on the ground, however,

Rainwater Basin,” Doug Frey recalls of his

were an oasis for wildlife in a sea of corn,”

would load up the car and drive around the
childhood in the small farming community

of Grand Island, Nebraska. “The fields were
full of sandhill cranes and the farm ponds
were full of ducks migrating north.”

After graduating high school, Doug

traveled the world for nearly a decade as

a negotiator for a major oil company. “I’ve

seen lots of things on most people’s bucket
lists,” he said, “but the spring migration
in Nebraska remains one of the greatest
spectacles I’ve witnessed.”

When Doug and his wife, Allison,

returned for Doug’s 40th high school

reunion, he was startled to see how much

habitat had been put into crop production.

helped lift their spirits. “The DU projects

pew leads partnership to create
BALANCE IN THE BOREAL

Allison said.

During his travels, Doug came face

to face with the breeding grounds for

many of his beloved Nebraska waterfowl:

T

Canada’s Boreal Forest. When he

and Allison heard that DU’s Boreal

Forest Initiative would balance habitat

protection with responsible development,
they proudly became Gold Legacy

Sponsors. “It’s hard for me to accept
strict preservation because it fails to

recognize the full potential of a resource,”
Doug said. “Smart people can manage

development and preservation. That’s why
I like DU’s approach in the Boreal.”

Read more of Doug and Allison’s

story at www.ducks.org/frey2013.

NORTH AMERICA’S
   boreal forest

he billion and a half acres of pristine rivers, wetlands, and lakes that
make up North America’s Boreal Forest provide keystone habitats
for migratory waterfowl and songbirds, as well as supporting vast
populations of fish and other wildlife. It is North America’s most notable
bird nursery, with 5 billion birds flying south from there each fall.
DU’s Boreal Forest Initiative builds on the International Boreal
Conservation Campaign (IBCC), a groundbreaking international
partnership among leading industries, First Nations, and conservation
groups, led by The Pew Charitable Trusts. The framework uses the best
available science to inform a dialogue with governments and other
stakeholders to secure the Boreal’s long-term future.
Aligned with the goals of this partnership, dollars given to the Boreal
Forest Initiative will fund a mix of protection and sustainable development
across the Boreal, seeking a balance that benefits the millions of waterfowl
that depend on it. This becomes even more important knowing that breeding
waterfowl will often bypass the neighboring Prairie Pothole Region in dry
years, flocking instead to the more stable wetlands of the Boreal. As these
birds move down the flyways, DU’s 15 other initiatives take up the charge to
conserve and restore wintering and migration habitats along the way.

Over the last 13 years, the IBCC has resulted in more than 695 million
acres of conserved habitat in Boreal Canada. We are now well within
reach of conserving 1 billion acres in this northern biome with your
support of DU’s Boreal Forest Initiative.
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Winter Wheat Program Continues to Thrive
Expanding the use of winter cereals (e.g., winter wheat) is an essential tool

to make up for the loss of native prairie habitat for nesting birds. North Dakota

winter wheat production could be off the charts again, with acreage seeded for

the 2014 growing season projected to break the 750,000-acre record set in 2012.
The state has experienced good autumn rainfall and moisture, with the addition
of a large number of acres that were too wet to plant in the spring.

Ducks Unlimited and Ducks Unlimited Canada promote planting winter wheat

in the Prairie Pothole Region through the Winter Cereals: Sustainability in

Action (WCSIA) education and research program. In collaboration with Bayer
Cropscience, WCSIA has yielded more profitability for producers, as well as
nesting cover for ducks. In fact, winter wheat fields provide 24 times more
successful waterfowl nests than spring wheat fields.

The regional university winter wheat breeding programs affiliated with WCSIA

have released six new winter wheat varieties since 2012. South Dakota State

University, for example, released the “Redfield” variety in 2013, which offers a
shorter, hardier straw.

A Lifelong, Science-Driven Passion for the Prairies

where Great Migrations Begin

Shelley and Craig Larson – Bismarck, North Dakota

continent’s best waterfowl habitat. “When I

strategies for this important waterfowl

the Missouri Coteau – the heart of the

went hunting with my dad and grandfather,
I saw they had great respect for the land,

and I learned that from them. By enjoying

the outdoors as much as possible, we are
passing this respect to our children.”

Shelley’s husband, Craig, also grew up

in eastern North Dakota, but his love of

in DU’s comprehensive conservation

landscape. “With so many competing

interests on the prairies, it is important
to me that DU continues to study the

interactions between all of these impacts
and makes good decisions about how to
restore a balance,” Craig said.

Over the last few years, Craig and Shelley

hunting was self-taught. “I’ve been going

have had the opportunity to spend time

but there are no hunters in my family,”

take a personal interest in what DU does,”

out since I was old enough to carry a gun,
Craig explained. “I came to it simply

because I enjoyed being outdoors and the
thrill of the hunt.”

U

The Larsons’ support DU’s Preserve Our

Prairies Initiative because they believe

with DU scientists in the field. “We both
Shelley said. “We feel it is important to
support DU in its efforts to make good
scientific decisions.”

Read more of Shelley and Craig’s

story at www.ducks.org/larson2013.

©michaelfurtman.com

Shelley Larson grew up in Valley City,

North Dakota, on the eastern edge of

nprecedented rates of changes to the prairie landscape call
for bold steps. DU’s Preserve Our Prairies Initiative takes
a landscape-level approach to protecting the world’s best
nesting grounds for waterfowl. Prairie habitat is being converted to
cropland at rates not seen since the Dust Bowl days, but the initiative
goal of conserving more than 575,000 acres recognizes the quick action
required to preserve this vital landscape.
DU is partnering closely with Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) on
this landmark, cross-border initiative, making our state-of-the-art
conservation planning tools and program delivery even more effective
at protecting the best native prairie that remains.
Research has made it clear that wetlands are essential to maintaining
the current waterfowl breeding population. DU is working with
conservation and agriculture partners to stop massive wetland drainage
on the prairies by supporting innovative farm policies that provide
incentives to conserve. With the help of these partners, DU conserved
nearly 68,000 acres of key prairie habitats during FY13.
DU’s Peaks to Prairies Initiative also supports the continental life
cycle of waterfowl, from these same critical prairie nesting grounds
to the beautiful valley wetlands of the Rocky Mountains. DU plans
to restore exceptional places in the Rockies, as well as to protect the

wetlands and grasslands of the Prairie Pothole Region, the source
of nearly 70 percent of the continent’s waterfowl. During FY13, DU
successfully conserved more than 1,100 acres on these two landscapes
through Peaks to Prairies.

Prairie Pothole Region
annual report | 9
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Leveraging Conservation Investments through NAWCA
The North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) is an incentive-

based, landowner friendly program that fosters the development of public-private

partnerships to protect North America’s migratory bird habitats. Since it was enacted
in 1989, federal NAWCA grants have leveraged more than $3.4 billion in partner

funds. NAWCA requires a 1:1 match, but partners at the local level often triple or

quadruple federal funds. More than 5,000 partners, including private landowners,

state and local governments from all 50 states, and conservation organizations have
joined together to match each $1 of federal NAWCA funding with $3.20 on average.
NAWCA grants support tremendous conservation work. In Arkansas, Louisiana,

Mississippi, and Tennessee, NAWCA grants have helped conserve nearly 730,000

acres of important habitat for waterfowl and other migratory birds. Partners in these

states have more than tripled the NAWCA funding of $67 million, resulting in partner
contributions of $236.5 million.

The Bayou Meto Basin restoration in Arkansas is a great example of the important

conservation work supported through NAWCA. The basin provides vital habitat

in the MAV, and Bayou Meto Wildlife Management Area is one of the most popular

public hunting areas in the country. More than 26,000 acres of wetland habitat have
been protected and restored through two NAWCA-funded projects, beginning in
March 2008. Ducks Unlimited and partners were awarded more than $1.9 million

A 25-Year Partnership to conserve america's river

in NAWCA grants for the two projects, which leveraged more than $4.2 million in
private donations.

The Walker Foundation – Ridgeland, Mississippi
Since 1989, the Walker Foundation has

been a substantial contributor to DU’s
conservation work in the Mississippi

Alluvial Valley, investing nearly $2 million.
Matching foundation dollars with other
public and private funds has enabled
numerous North American Wetlands

Conservation Act grants, as well as the

opportunity to put thousands of acres on

had a passion for conservation, and he got

help from DU to do wetland restoration work
sold his company, he created the foundation
and started doing restorations on a larger

scale. He invested in a couple properties and
restored them with DU’s help. We have had a
Will says he’s carried on his father’s

legacy with DU because he knows the

valley and into Louisiana. The foundation

donation. “I like the way DU runs its

has also helped DU refine and target our
efforts on the ground.

Foundation President Will Walker III tells

how the Walker Foundation and DU first

came together. “It started with my dad. He

E

great relationship with DU ever since.”

the ground in national wildlife refuges and

state wildlife management areas across the

REBUILDING THE GLORY OF THE ICONIC
MISSISSIPPI RIVER FLOODPLAIN

on his own property,” Will said. “After he

impact will go well beyond the initial

business. The ability to leverage our dollars

is a big incentive,” Will explained. “There are
not many foundations doing conservation

Read more about the

DU allows us to be one of the few.”

www.ducks.org/walker2013.

work in the Southeast; our partnership with

Walker Foundation at

very waterfowl hunter has either a fond
memory or a longed-for dream of standing in
the shadows of flooded timber, pressed close to
a towering oak as greenheads come pouring in through
the treetops at daybreak. Ducks Unlimited seeks to
uphold this iconic experience through the America’s
River Initiative.
The lower Mississippi River Alluvial Valley
(MAV), the very heart of the Mississippi Flyway, is
the continent’s most important wintering habitat for
mallards and wood ducks. Once a 25-million-acre
floodplain forest, the MAV was an extraordinary
wetland system with abundant and diverse wildlife.
After years of drainage and clearing, only about

20 percent of the original forests remain, and the
floodplain has been significantly altered.
To address these losses, DU’s America’s River
Initiative targets areas where public and private lands
managed for waterfowl provide crucial migration and
wintering habitat for millions of birds. In FY13, DU
and our many important partners worked to conserve
nearly 8,000 acres of habitat in the MAV.
DU focuses conservation efforts in the America’s
River Initiative area on restoration and enhancement of
public lands with state and federal partners, long-term
protection of high-quality waterfowl habitat on private
lands, and maximizing waterfowl habitat on working
lands such as rice agriculture.

MISSISSIPPI ALLUVIAL VALLEY
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Rice and Ducks Go Together Naturally
On a landscape where waterfowl habitat is literally disappearing by the hour,

the managed wetlands associated with rice agriculture provide more than 35

percent of all waterfowl food demands and 40 to 60 percent of foraging needs
for some species. Sadly, development pressure, increasing input costs, and

limited water supplies are all working against this important farming heritage.

When rice farms go out of business on the Chenier Plain of Texas and Louisiana,

the new land use often offers no waterfowl habitat. Farmed and fallow shallowly

flooded rice land is replaced with dry, tree-choked pastures or new subdivisions. The
land is unsuitable for soybeans and other row crops, and the sugarcane plantations
that sometimes replace rice fields offer no resources for waterfowl.

In Texas, DU focuses on policies related to water allocation for rice irrigation

and winter flooding of prairie habitats. DU also works with rice growers and a

host of other partners through our Rice Stewardship Program to deliver on-farm

efficiency and conservation programs in Louisiana. By helping growers increase

A Partnership to Protect the Coast

profitability, we help ensure that the waterfowl habitat they provide will be on the
landscape for years to come.

The Moore-Odom Wildlife Foundation – Orange, Texas
The Moore-Odom Wildlife Foundation

The Gum Cove project is of particular

was established in 2004 to conserve and

importance to Moore-Odom because of its

mission that goes hand in hand with Ducks

acres of coastal prairie in Cameron Parish

protect wildlife and their habitats – a

Unlimited’s. “Both organizations have

similar goals,” said Moore-Odom Trustee
and Treasurer Jennie Scalfano. “We both
want to keep the land intact.”

In 2013, Moore-Odom provided a

$100,000 grant that has served as

the critical private matching piece to
help DU secure NAWCA funding for

owned and managed for wildlife by the

1,500 acres of marsh terraces to slow the

cycle of land loss at Gum Cove. These small

islands of sediment allow vegetation to grow
and flourish, as well as slowing wave action
to help prevent shoreline erosion.

Two of DU’s staff also sit on the Moore-

Odom board and provide conservation

Canal to improve freshwater flow,

we thought some of DU’s people would be a

and technical assistance to coastal
landowners who wish to improve
wetland habitat.

T

foundation. DU is in the midst of building

three large projects in Louisiana: Gum
Cove terracing, restoration of Liner’s

RESTORING A COAST IN CRISIS

proximity to the FR Preserve – nearly 6,000

expertise. “As we formed the foundation,

great asset to us,” Scalfano explained. “Their
expertise both personally and within DU has
been invaluable.”

Read more about Moore-Odom at

www.ducks.org/moore-odom2013.

GULF COAST
   PRAIRIES AND MARSHES

he coastal prairies, marshes, and bays of the Gulf of Mexico
are among North America’s most productive wetland systems,
and they make up the single most important wintering area for
waterfowl on the continent. Tragically, they are also among the most
threatened, accounting for more than 70 percent of coastal wetland loss
in the lower 48 states.
As the region’s ability to support migratory birds, fisheries, and other
wildlife declines dramatically, so too does the security of the invaluable
energy, tourism, and shipping industries that bolster the nation’s
economy. People depend on this system for their livelihood, recreation,
and heritage, and the North American Waterfowl Management Plan
depends on it to winter up to 15 million waterfowl each year.
The loss of Gulf Coast habitat is one of the greatest waterfowl crises
on the continent, and the situation worsens daily. This is why DU’s Gulf
Coast Initiative is dedicated to conservation, science, and policy efforts
that will keep the most important wintering grounds in North America
available for waterfowl and all the people that depend on and enjoy them.
During Fiscal Year 2013, DU conserved nearly 7,500 acres of
critical habitat along the Gulf Coast of Louisiana and Texas. Coastal
policy efforts remained focused on securing RESTORE Act funding
for critical restoration work and ensuring that the needs of waterfowl

and rice producers are considered in water-allocation decisions in
drought-stricken Texas. Recent science accomplishments include the
development of the Shoreline Protection Prioritization Web Application,
which prioritizes marshland in the greatest need of protection from
erosion along the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway in Texas. DU is seeking
funding to extend this model along the Louisiana coast.
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Protecting the Historic Grassl ands Ecological Area
While virtually all natural habitats in California’s Central Valley have been altered by man

over the last century, the Grasslands Ecological Area (Grassland Wetlands), in the heart of
Merced County, contains the largest contiguous wetland complex west of the Rockies.
Thanks in large part to approximately 200 private hunting clubs in the area, this

179,000-acre expanse of wetlands and associated grasslands has survived massive

water diversions, urban sprawl, and agricultural development. Today, the Grassland
Wetlands make up a third of California’s remaining historic wetlands.

Despite the Central Valley’s staggering wetland losses, it still supports some of the

highest concentrations of migratory waterfowl and shorebirds in the nation, and Grassland
Wetlands play a major role. As many as 7 million ducks and geese rely on Central Valley
wetlands during the fall and winter, with more than 30 percent of these waterfowl and a

large population of local and migratory shorebirds utilizing Grassland Wetlands. These

high waterfowl densities also make Merced County one of the top counties in the United
States for waterfowl harvest each year.

Ducks Unlimited recognizes the high value of California’s Grassland Wetlands and

has completed more than 260 wetland projects in Merced County alone. With each new

Plentiful Rice for Ducks and People

project, DU and critical partners apply the best science-based conservation practices
to protect this major wintering area for migratory birds and keep it healthy for future

Al Montna – Yuba Cit y, California
Ducks and rice have been linked for

centuries, and as far as rice farmer Al Montna
is concerned, that bond will remain strong.
Al has been involved with DU since the

1960s. After he graduated college, building
his farming business took him away from

the organization, but DU biologists got him
involved again in the 1980s with the Rice
Roller project.

“Rolling the stubble let us stop the

conservation projects, and programs and
policies that are mutually beneficial to

started mentoring the next generation of
rice farmers with his daughters, Nicole
and Michelle, who are involved on the

farm and with legislative groups for rice
Al and his wife, Gail, are DU

available to Central Valley waterfowl. “We

Conservation Programs Committee. “You

in our farming practices benefits them, it also
benefits us.”

Al helped create and now co-chairs the

USA Rice-DU Stewardship Partnership,

W

and water.

Benefactor Sponsors and President’s

see waterfowl as a partner, so if this change

A WINTER HAVEN FOR
PACIFIC FLYWAY WATERFOWL

the organizations and society. Al has also

burning we did every year,” Al said of the

project, which left important food and habitat

generations to enjoy.

which will address rice production,

Council members, and Al serves on the
have to give back a lot more than you

take to enjoy this glorious resource,” he
said. “People have a choice, and I know

DU puts its resources on the ground. This
organization has few peers.”

Read more of Al’s story at

www.ducks.org/montna2013.

CALIFORNIA’S CENTRAL
   VALLEY AND BEYOND

hile the Central Valley makes up only 13 percent of the
California landscape, it holds unmatched value for wildlife,
a clean water supply, Californians, and the majority of Pacific
Flyway waterfowl. Together, the Central Valley and San Francisco Bay Area
provide migrating and wintering habitat for up to 60 percent of Pacific
Flyway ducks and geese in some years, and up to 20 percent of all North
American waterfowl. Nowhere else in the world do so many waterfowl
winter on such a small wetland base.
DU’s California Wetlands Initiative maintains DU’s conservation focus
on this high-priority area of the state, while recognizing the importance of
other key landscapes. With more than 12,000 acres successfully conserved
during FY13, the benefits of the initiative are already apparent.
At the Klamath Basin’s Tule Lake National Wildlife Refuge, DU is
working with the Bureau of Reclamation and U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service to evaluate how water levels can be managed to sustain
agricultural demands while also improving wetland habitat. In western
California’s Eel River estuary, DU completed restoration of 340 acres

of former tidal marsh that will
not only support migrating and
wintering waterfowl, but also
will improve Eel River’s degraded
salmon fishery and alleviate spring
flooding of dairy lands in the
Ferndale bottoms.
While each priority area offers
unique needs and challenges, watermanagement issues are among the
highest concerns. Through the
California Wetlands Initiative, DU
will continue to work with partners
and landowners to address water
shortages and management concerns from a waterfowl perspective, while
protecting the dwindling 5 percent of historic Central Valley wetlands
that remain.

a n n u a l r e p o r t | 15
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Born to Fly in Al aska

A

laska is home to some of the most
expansive, unspoiled wetlands on earth,
from the lush Boreal Forest to the stark
northern tundra. Here, millions of ducks, geese, and
myriad other migratory birds are produced each
year – a total of 15 to 20 percent of North America’s
waterfowl population, spanning all four flyways.
Unfortunately, resource development is expanding
rapidly in the Boreal, threatening these critical
habitats. Through the Alaska Initiative – Born to
Fly, Ducks Unlimited is working diligently to
protect precious Alaskan wetlands before they
are lost. Using the most sophisticated mapping

Laying Down Roots in the North Atlantic
Bett y and John O’Brien – Batavia , New York
Although DU saw its beginnings in New

York in 1937, the organization was not well
known locally until the mid-1970s, when
Hazard Campbell invited John O’Brien
to a DU banquet. “I shot my mouth off

critiquing how the raffle was being run,”

John remembers. “A volunteer told me, ‘OK,
big mouth, you take over.’ So I did – and it
raised $5,000 more than the year before.”

John and Hazard’s friendship continued

to grow. Together, they produced

impressive results, forming 33 DU

chapters in three years, mentoring dozens
of leaders, and creating training materials
and procedures that would help establish

DU’s district and zone volunteer structure.
Read more of Betty and John’s story
at www.ducks.org/obrien2013.

John went on to serve as senior vice

president for the North Atlantic and Hazard
became DU’s president in 1986.

John’s wife, Betty, began her volunteer

career with DU in 1977, when John became New York state chair. She served as

an area chair and New York state recording secretary, and co-chaired several state
conventions. John also served as a DU Inc. and DU Canada board member and
remains active on the emeritus board today.

Betty and John’s support for DU’s Completing the Cycle Initiative reflects a deeply

held belief in providing for the next generation. “We want our children to be aware of

how important the earth is,” Betty said. “If we don’t, its special places will disappear.”

16 | a n n u a l r e p o r t

technology available, DU is cataloging wetlands
across Alaska and helping state and federal
agencies and industry partners create realistic and
comprehensive management plans that balance
the needs of waterfowl and humans. DU has
successfully mapped more than 200 million acres
of the Alaskan landscape.
DU’s Alaska Initiative – Born to Fly will focus
mainly on this habitat mapping effort, but it will
also allow DU to work with other conservation
organizations to acquire and protect habitat across
the remaining undisturbed Alaskan breeding
grounds for North America’s waterfowl.

Setting the Table in the Mississippi Flyway

T

he mighty Mississippi and its major tributaries –
the Missouri, Ohio, and Illinois rivers – supply our
drinking water, support farmers, provide shipping
and transportation, and influence our overall quality of life.
They are also important to waterfowl.
The Big Rivers Initiative area is located in the heart of the
Mississippi Flyway and serves as a critical link for millions
of waterfowl migrating between high-priority breeding and
wintering grounds.

In FY13, Ducks Unlimited conserved more than 1,700
acres in the Big Rivers Initiative area and continues
working to build a strong future not only for waterfowl,
but also for the people who call this area home. DU
actively “sets the table” for migrating birds, ensuring that
they encounter abundant, quality feeding and rest areas
throughout the Big Rivers area and reach the breeding
and wintering grounds in the best condition possible.

Supporting Atlantic
Waterfowl throughout
Their Life Cycle

T

he Atlantic coast holds salt marshes and
wetlands that have been witness to the
beginning of New World settlement and
some of the highest human-population density on
the continent. As much as these landscapes support
our waterfowl, they are also critical to our own
well-being. DU’s Completing the Cycle Initiative
provides support for waterfowl throughout their
life cycle, and in doing so will provide Atlantic
Coast communities with recreation, improved
water quality, and buffers against flood events.
Sadly, this part of the continent has lost more
than 7 million acres of wetland habitat, but DU is
committed to supporting waterfowl success in the
Atlantic Flyway through Completing the Cycle.
During FY13, Ducks Unlimited protected more
than 3,100 acres in the initiative region.
Completing the Cycle
is DU’s plan to address
waterfowl life-cycle
requirements by funding
habitat restoration and
protection programs
along migration routes
and on breeding and
wintering grounds in the
Atlantic Flyway corridor.

Beloved Member of the DU Family Leaves His Mark
John R. “Johnny” Belz (19 41 - 2013) – Ridgel and, Mississippi
Johnny Belz was a DU volunteer and

The only thing Johnny loved more than

staff member for more than 40 years, and

working for conservation was his family:

ducks were a gift to our mission. Johnny

grandchildren. And his grandkids inspired

his friendship and fondness for people and
helped organize the St. Louis DU Sponsor
Chapter in 1973 and served as chairman

for 22 years. He also served in many other
volunteer roles, including Missouri state

chair, senior vice president of development,
and national secretary. He was a highly

successful member of DU’s development
staff for more than 16 years and readily
mentored new team members.

“I know of no other person whose support

for DU was as relentless as Johnny’s,” said
Jeff Churan, former DU board member and

Missouri state chairman. “He led the fight for
the Missouri duck stamp in the 1970s, which
has brought more than $5 million to DU.”

his wife, Libby; three children; and seven

Johnny to introduce thousands of children
to the wonders of the outdoors through
Missouri’s Wetlands for Kids Day. The

14th annual event was held in Johnny’s
memory in spring 2013, about a month
after his passing.

As Benefactor Sponsors and Gold

Feather Society members, Johnny

and Libby saw supporting DU as a

responsibility, not a choice. At the family’s
request, gifts in Johnny’s memory were
directed to the Big Rivers Initiative to

support the waterfowl passing through his

beloved Missouri – a fitting tribute to a man
who gave so much of himself to DU.

Read more of Johnny’s story at
www.ducks.org/belz2013.
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Precious Oases for Waterfowl

O

n the surface, the wetlands of Utah,
Nevada, and Arizona might not seem very
important to ducks or duck hunters. But
migrating waterfowl rely heavily on the surprisingly
diverse habitats and priceless wetland oases of the
western United States
as they traverse the
continent each year. So
DU created the Ducks
in the Desert Initiative
to develop conservation
opportunities in this
otherwise arid region.
Like many of us, ducks
enjoy spending the winter

A Big-Picture Outlook in the Great Lakes
Paul a and Gary Pennington – Clinton, Ohio
While the majority of DU

supporters hunt, our members are

by no means all avid waterfowlers.
Recently pledged Diamond

Sponsors in Perpetuity Paula

and Gary Pennington are great

examples. “I’m not a duck hunter,
but I appreciate the fact that the

work DU does affects clean water

and other wildlife,” Paula said. “The
impact of Ducks Unlimited goes far
beyond what most people realize.”
Read more of Paula and Gary’s story at
www.ducks.org/pennington2013.

Gary grew up in Kentucky, where

waterfowling wasn’t popular. “I

didn’t really get into it until I was

involved with DU,” he said. “In 1994,

I answered an ad in the paper advertising tickets to the Ducks Unlimited dinner.
When I went to pick up the tickets, the chairman asked if I was interested in
volunteering, and I said, ‘Sure.’ That was about 20 years ago now.”

The Penningtons support DU’s efforts to protect key habitats across the

Great Lakes region for waterfowl throughout their life cycle. “I’d always

supported DU’s Ohio PRIDE program,” Gary said. “The Great Lakes Initiative
was pretty new when we talked about our pledge, but it made sense to me. I
understood that waterfowl in Ohio are part of the Great Lakes and that the
work DU does beyond Ohio is part of the picture.”
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in warmer climates, provided there’s enough food and
water to sustain them while they’re away from their
northern breeding grounds. The rare wetland jewels
sprinkled across the desert landscape also provide
important migration and staging areas for waterfowl in
the Pacific and Central flyways.
During FY13, DU conserved more than 1,200
acres of wetlands and associated habitats through the
Ducks in the Desert Initiative. Because agriculture
and population growth have taxed the region’s limited
water supply, DU is restoring these desert wetlands by
providing the means to deliver water high in quantity
and quality. Other issues such as bird health and
invasive plants also factor into plans to maximize desert
wetland acreage and water use.

Protecting the
Iconic Great Lakes

Hard at Work in America’s Heartland

T

he skies above the wetlands
and rivers of the Southern
Great Plains are darkened
in the spring and fall by millions of
migrating ducks and geese. In this
major staging area, males show off
for potential mates as they make
their way to northern nesting
grounds. Two of DU’s initiatives
– Heartland Heritage and Habitat
and Southern Prairies and Playas –
are setting the stage for these birds
by restoring productive Central
Flyway habitat that provides highquality food resources.
Through the Heartland Heritage
and Habitat Initiative, DU works

with public partners, agriculture, cities, and industry to provide water
and cover for waterfowl in a dry and busy landscape. In FY13, DU
conserved more than 4,600 acres of habitat in wetlands along the Platte
River in Colorado, Nebraska, and Wyoming; in Nebraska’s Rainwater
Basin; and in publicly managed wetlands dotting the Kansas landscape.
In addition to major donor support, Heartland Heritage and Habitat
depends on public dollars secured through DU’s public policy and
outreach efforts.
The Southern Prairies and Playas Initiative combines science and
policy to conserve the grasslands and wetlands of the Southern Great
Plains and ensure sufficient breeding, migrating, and wintering habitat
for waterfowl. DU is focused on enhancing and restoring historic
wetland complexes – including 160 acres in FY13 – and protecting,
restoring, and enhancing grasslands, playas, and rivers heavily utilized
by waterfowl. Through Southern Prairies and Playas, DU is working
with public partners to protect the hunting heritage and waterfowl
resources of Oklahoma, Texas, and New Mexico.

C

ool water, coastal wetlands, and an appreciation for
the outdoors define DU’s Great Lakes Initiative
area. The more-than-10,000-mile coastline of the
five Great Lakes encompasses approximately 20 percent
of the world’s fresh water. Glaciers created a diversity of
wetlands, shallow lakes, coastal estuaries, and river flowages,
all of which provide abundant resources for breeding,
migrating, and wintering waterfowl.
Pollution of these waterways has resulted in waterquality issues in the Great Lakes states. Invasive species have
degraded remaining habitat and new exotics threaten the
region each year. More recently, declining lake levels have
become a cause for concern.
The majority of the 60 percent of historic wetland loss
in this region has occurred in key waterfowl landscapes,
exceeding 90 percent in some areas. Ducks Unlimited is
committed to curbing this
loss and providing the best
habitat for waterfowl in this
challenged and important region
by restoring, enhancing, and
protecting wetland and grassland
complexes throughout the Great
Lakes watershed. In FY13, DU
conserved more than 5,200 acres
of these critical habitats through
the Great Lakes Initiative.

DU Provides Home, Heritage, and Habitat for Major Sponsors
Patt y and Jim Donel an – Fremont, Nebraska
When Patty and Jim Donelan talk about

Ducks Unlimited, Patty glances at their

yellow Lab, Sam, and says, “If it weren’t for

only way to keep that cycle intact is to give
some bucks.”

Patty found her niche with Ducks

DU, we probably wouldn’t have her.” As is

Unlimited in Omaha’s DU Gals Chapter.

their boats, blinds, and homes with canine

so she wouldn’t have to, but her

common among DU supporters who share
hunting companions, the Donelans hold a
special place in their hearts for Sam.

Jim is a passionate outdoorsman and

enjoys spending time in the field with his
sons and grandkids. This is why he and
Patty are Legacy Sponsors and support

She jokes that Jim volunteered her
commitment was obvious from the
start and she went on to serve as

chairwoman. Her license plate now

reads “DU Gals” as a tribute to this

unforgettable volunteer experience.
“It was fun to meet people when

DU’s Heartland Heritage and Habitat

looking for donations for our event or

family than a limit of birds,” Jim said. “The

remembered. “It was a special experience.”

Initiative. “It’s more about the time with

when attending state conventions,” Patty

Read more of Patty and Jim’s story
at www.ducks.org/donelan2013.
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Protecting the Wings and Wetlands
of the Pacific Northwest

Living Lakes Provide Vital Link
for Migrating Waterfowl

S

hallow lakes dot the
landscape across
much of Minnesota
and north-central Iowa.
Historically rich with
freshwater shrimp and
aquatic vegetation critical to
waterfowl during migration
and
breeding,
these
wetlands range from small,
seasonal basins in southern
latitudes to deeper, more
permanent
palustrine
wetlands and large shallow
lakes in northern latitudes.
They represent prairie pothole habitat and are part of the
“Duck Factory” that supports waterfowl breeding and
migrating across the continent in fall and spring.

P

More than 90 percent of the region’s pothole
wetlands have been lost due to drainage and
conversion, and more than 99 percent of its prairies
have been plowed under or paved over. Through
the Living Lakes Initiative, Ducks Unlimited is
slowing this trend and making important gains
for the region’s shallow lakes. During FY13, DU
conserved more than 5,600 acres of critical wetland
habitat in the initiative area.
To ensure a strong future for this major
waterfowl migration stopover area, Living Lakes
Initiative funds will enhance, restore, and protect
managed shallow lakes and wetlands to provide
high-quality aquatic food and habitat resources.
The initiative will also help preserve our rich
waterfowling heritage and improve conservation
efforts on the critical breeding grounds of the
Prairie Pothole Region.

eople and ducks flock
to the Pacific Northwest
because it is home to some
of the most spectacular and diverse
terrain in America – expansive
estuaries, seasonal wetlands, and
vital floodplain marshes. However,
significant wetland habitats have
already been lost, and as human
populations soar, the demand for
water increases, putting more pressure on those wetlands that remain.
Ducks Unlimited is actively engaged in this region through the
Wings and Wetlands Initiative, working to increase water-use

Bolstering the Rich Outdoor
Heritage of the Southeast
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Future of Northwest Waterfowling Inspires Giving
Tom Dunkin II – Redmond, Washington
Bringing up the next generation of

public land partners to enhance coastal wetlands,
bottomland hardwood forests, and freshwater
marshes for waterfowl and those who pursue them.
During FY13, DU conserved more than 20,200
acres of these key
habitats through the
Southeast Wetlands
Initiative.

Recognizing that many of the birds he

waterfowlers and ensuring a bright future for their

sees at French Creek would not return

support of Ducks Unlimited. “My son started

work, Tom stepped up his commitment

sporting heritage are at the heart of Tom Dunkin’s

hunting with me when he was 8 and my grandson
started when he was 11. It has made hunting very
special for me,” Tom said. “The sport drew me to

DU’s conservation work. It ensures that everyone
gets to enjoy this special resource.”
©denver bryan/imagesonthewildside.com

T

he Southeast Wetlands Initiative area
encompasses much of the southeastern United
States, a dynamic geographical region steeped
in time-honored traditions and boasting a strong
hunting heritage.
From the Chesapeake Bay and North Carolina
sounds to the St. Johns River, Mobile Bay, and Tennessee
River, some of the Atlantic and eastern Mississippi
flyways’ most famous and threatened wetland systems
lie within this area. It serves as the year-round home of
wood ducks and mottled ducks and supports much of
the Atlantic Flyway’s wintering waterfowl.
Population growth and related urban expansion
are the greatest threats to waterfowl habitat and
hunting opportunity in this region. DU is focused
on protecting remaining waterfowl habitat from
significant development pressure and working with

efficiency while restoring wetlands and other waterfowl habitat
and preserving the region’s strong outdoor heritage. During FY13,
DU conserved 4,136 acres through Wings and Wetlands, focusing
on key landscapes such as Puget Sound, the Klamath Basin and
adjoining areas important to waterfowl, and the upper Snake River
basin of eastern Idaho.
Washington, Idaho, and Oregon enjoy a close connection with
Canada that has been strengthened on the wings of waterfowl moving
freely across the border during spring and fall migrations and
throughout the winter months. That’s why DU is working not only
to restore Pacific Northwest habitat through the Wings and Wetlands
Initiative, but also to ensure the protection of the precious breeding
grounds on both sides of the border.

While attending college in the 1960s, Tom

hunted ducks in the Skagit Delta, north of Puget
Sound. After years of seeing fewer and fewer

birds, he and a partner took matters into their

own hands and established French Creek Hunt
Club in Snohomish. Thanks to eight years of

hard work, the club now boasts 1,000 acres of
productive wetlands.

each year if it weren’t for DU’s conservation
and became a Heritage Sponsor of DU’s

Wings and Wetlands Initiative, dedicated to

conserving waterfowl habitat in Washington,
Oregon, and Idaho.

Now in his fifth year as chairman of the

award-winning Seattle DU committee, Tom’s
cumulative impact on Pacific Northwest

sporting traditions has been nothing short

of profound. “When I took my grandson out

for his last season as a youth hunter, I knew
I’d started building a legacy my kids and

grandkids will carry on for generations to
come,” he said.

Read more of Tom’s story at

www.ducks.org/dunkin2013.
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IF you’ve ever studied physics, you might
remember momentum: a body in motion tends
to stay in motion unless an external force is
applied to it. After an incredibly successful
Fiscal Year 2012 and a commitment to bringing
DU’s 75th anniversary to an unparalleled close,
DU’s Fundraising teams – and the growing
army of DU volunteers and generous Major
Sponsors at its core – truly embodied this
momentum in FY13.
Along with the continued success of our
fundraising events, the generosity of our Major
Sponsors and corporate partners, and the
undying passion of our volunteers, this year’s
annual report also features important updates
on DU’s membership efforts and highlights
our state agency partners and our international
partners, DU Canada and DU de México.
Whether you helped organize a DU event
or invited a friend along, made a major gift
commitment or decided to increase one,
included DU in your long-term financial
planning or established an easement on
your land – thank you. You are what drives

THE MOMENTUM BEHIND
    DUCKS UNLIMITED
annual report | 2

this organization and what will ensure our
continued success in FY14 and beyond.
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Lamar University
Takes Top Spot among
College Chapters
With only 14,000 students, you wouldn’t expect

Lamar University to dominate the increasingly

competitive DU college chapter rankings. But in
2012, Lamar raised an astonishing $65,000 and

rose to number one, fending off challengers from

all over the country, including six schools from the
Southeastern Conference.

Led by Senior Area Chairwoman Jesi Courville,

MORE PEOPLE, MORE
FUN, MORE DOLLARS
FOR CONSERVATION
HOUSTON CHAPTER SETS ALL -TIME FUNDRAISING RECORD
In October 2012, the Houston

Chapter raised the bar for DU events,

raising $1.57 million for conservation

in a single evening. Co-chairmen David
Koch and Kris Kuehl led a committee
that excelled in organization and

execution, holding monthly meetings
year-round and consistently hosting

a prestigious honor for Houston

members who display unwavering
dedication to DU’s conservation

mission. By emphasizing recruitment
and maintaining a large committee,

David and Kris set a new gold standard
for DU fundraising.

“At the beginning of the year, we put

entertaining events.

out a simple request to our committee

success included hosting the Houston

and our 2012 Wetlands Sponsor of

turn out to be – it was unbelievable!

75th anniversary a special year for

wetlands conservation and willingness

David and Kris said their keys to

dinner on the same day each year and
at a well-known, established venue.

They also used the event to recognize
their Wetlands Sponsor of the Year,

members; our longtime supporters;

the Year, Mr. Jim Flores, to make the
Ducks Unlimited,” David said. “We had
no idea how special it would actually

The Houston Chapter’s passion for
to step up is truly amazing.”

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
annual report | 2

F

undraising events have been at the core of DU’s success since
its founding, but many things have changed since those early
years. Today, you can contribute to conservation and become a
DU member on your phone. You can get updates about waterfowl and
habitat through email and social media. You can even meet people and
discuss hunting and conservation with them online.
But DU events continue to connect people in a special way that can’t
be achieved over the Internet. Every year, hundreds of thousands of
people gather in communities across the country to meet and mingle,
celebrate the outdoors, and contribute to their shared passion of
wetlands and waterfowl conservation.
Thanks to the dedication of legions of volunteers, the DU event
system is growing and thriving. In FY13, an additional 30,000 people
attended events nationwide to support conservation. As a result, event
income was up more than 18 percent – approximately $8 million.
Sponsor numbers increased by 6 percent, and Greenwing youth
members were up 3 percent.
DU volunteers gladly take time out of their busy schedules to
organize and conduct events that personally engage supporters. And
people everywhere continue to be excited about their role in one of
the most amazing conservation success stories of all time. With a new
emphasis on increasing participation among college students and
other young people, DU’s event system is building a platform to ensure
continued success.

the Lamar committee hosted three events during

the year: their annual banquet, a sponsor dinner,
and a Waterfowl Hunters Party. These events

brought in $48,000 more than the previous year,

making Lamar the first university chapter to break

the Top 100 DU chapters nationwide at number 76.
DU Senior Regional Director Yazoo Thomas

believes the chapter’s achievements stem from an
intense desire to be the best. “At the DU National
Convention in Nashville, we had about 10 Lamar
University committee members and mentors in

attendance. During the recognition ceremony, Jesi
looked at me and asked what it would take to be

number one,” he said. “From that day forward, with
help from their university mentors Rich and Chelle
Courville and District Chairman Keith Dosch, the

committee stuck to the plan designed for them and
executed it with perfection.”

Senior Area Chairwoman Jesi Courville (second from
right) and Lamar University DU Chapter members Jami
Courville and Eric Payton present Lamar President
James Simmons with a 75th anniversary pintail decoy
signed by each of the chapter’s members to thank him
for his support of the student chapter.
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THE TRUE POWER OF A DU MEMBER

F

Advertisers and corporate partners are interested in working
with large member groups. Major automotive and ATV
advertisers, for example, value publications reaching more than
500,000 paid subscribers. These companies provide DU with
more than half a million dollars in advertising, and as much as
$800,000 in some years.
To increase our power on all these fronts, DU is aiming for 675,000
adult members and a 60 percent renewal rate by June 2016. We must
experience an average annual growth of 5 percent to achieve these
goals. Through strong volunteer leadership and commitment to filling
the halls at DU events, we are well on our way.

or the second consecutive year, DU surpassed membership goals
with 645,000 Ducks Unlimited members on the books in FY13
and almost half of our 2012 members renewing their support.
In addition to more than 593,000 active adult members and 52,000
youth members, more than a million supporters have made at least one
donation to DU in the last three years.
With consistent growth in membership, DU is in a strong negotiating
position for business and policy programs, which make significant
contributions to conservation success. Members contribute more than
$70 million in philanthropic support each year and provide leverage for
corporate relations and advertising programs, which bring in more than
$6 million in unrestricted funding.

GROWING OUR FLOCK ONLINE AND THROUGH THE MAIL
Although events will always be the lifeblood of DU’s

fundraising and membership efforts, non-event members account
for up to 40 percent of DU’s membership in any given year and
contribute $2 million to $3 million in unrestricted net income.
DU’s direct mail program is a critical part of our efforts to

renew event and non-event members and educate prospective
supporters about the importance of wetlands and waterfowl

conservation. Direct response premiums sent to members also
increase awareness by exposing broad audiences to the DU

brand. Since the program’s inception, 1 million DU-branded items
have been distributed worldwide.

DU’s web presence provides another strong opportunity for

building brand awareness and increasing membership – often

among younger people. The DU website, mobile applications, and
social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter work hand in
hand with direct response and are producing great results.

During a recent online-only membership drive, DU partnered

with champion duck caller and call maker Buck Gardner to offer

Buck Gardner’s DU Green Pearl duck
call, offered to new members through a
special online promotion in 2013

new members his exclusive DU Green Pearl Duck Call. Buck also
produced an online video demonstrating calling techniques and
urging viewers to join DU. In less than a month, this innovative
effort generated more than 1,800 memberships and more than
$64,000 for DU.

DU has found that donors who give through multiple channels throughout the year are most likely to continue their

membership year after year. With these findings in hand, DU will continue using direct mail and social media outreach efforts to

MEMBERSHIP
annual report | 2

complement the event system and strengthen customer loyalty.
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New Committee Member Balances
Stewardship and Industry

President’s Council Members Make
DU a Priority Year after Year

A

s DU’s Development team members planned the launch of
the record-breaking Wetlands for Tomorrow campaign, they
searched for a unique way to further recognize supporters who
gave not only generously, but also consistently to DU’s conservation
mission. Their solution was the President’s Council, launched in 2004
to honor Major Sponsors with annual gifts of $10,000 or more to
Ducks Unlimited.
As the President’s Council enters its tenth year, new opportunities
for this exclusive group are being rolled out. They will include personal
meetings with the president of Ducks Unlimited and several past
presidents, a distinctive and exclusive hunt at Hageman Reserve in
Texas, a special 10th anniversary reception and dinner at the 2014 DU
National Convention in St. Louis, and invitations to field-experience

Doug Roberts – Spanish Fort, Alabama

events held across North America. Field experiences provide a chance
to see and learn about the rich waterfowl landscape this special group is
instrumental in helping preserve.
Beginning with just over 100 members, the President’s Council now
welcomes more than 220 members a year and continues to grow. This
elite group of Major Sponsors understands the importance of making
DU’s mission a philanthropic priority each and every year, ensuring
that our conservation legacy lives on for generations to come.
To learn more about becoming a member of
DU’s President’s Council, please contact

National Director of Development Rich Smith

at (901) 758-3713 or rsmith@ducks.org.

Turning a Lifelong Love of the Land into an Everlasting Gift

Long Isl and major sponsor event
DU Inc. and DU Canada Major Sponsors Matt Fenoff,
Mark Ashcroft, Rodney Dow, Eric Whitney, and Mark
Borucke participate in the Ninth Annual Long Island
Major Sponsor Event. In addition to a hunt and a game
dinner, participants learned about regional conservation
successes and the impacts of the Completing the Cycle
Initiative on DU’s efforts in Canada and the United States.

numbers drop in Alabama and I had to get involved.”

salesman for Caterpillar, and eventually the owner of a coalhandling business. “The United States was built by heavy

industry and its continued greatness depends on it,” he said.

Grant Brees resides on his own piece of heaven, shared by

“This doesn’t mean the environment has to be sacrificed.”

reclusive black ducks and other wildlife that visit the marshes he’s

Doug and his partners own two Alabama properties

built with help from DU and partners. His journey there began on

his family’s Ohio farm, where he spent his childhood hunting and

comprising about 1,000 acres of conservation easements.

school, Grant eventually settled in Millinocket, Maine, where he

stewards of their land; now stewardship is first in my mind,”

“Growing up, I was exposed to people who were good

building a love of the outdoors. After graduating from veterinary

Doug said. “These lands and the easements that protect

opened his own practice and got involved with DU.

them will be great wintering grounds for waterfowl for

What drew me to DU was my lifelong enjoyment of waterfowl

generations to come.”

and other animals,” Grant said. “I contacted a regional director

Doug now brings his wealth of conservation and industry

and volunteered to start a committee in Millinocket. I wanted to get
the community involved in supporting the great work DU does.”

experience to DU’s National Development Committee. In

Grant looked for ways to continue giving back. “The wisest

protect habitat across the continent.

this new role, he will help guide efforts to secure funds and

Following a term as Maine state chairman in 1998 and 1999,

investment for me after retiring was to use a DU charitable

annuity,” he said. “It is a great way to help the organization in the
long run and gives me peace of mind about my income.”

Grant became DU’s first Maine Feather Society member and set

up DU’s first conservation easement in the state on his property.

He also became the first Mainer to establish a Life Estate Reserve
with DU in 2013. This gift allows Grant lifetime use of his farm
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one,” Doug Roberts said. “In the 1990s, I watched duck

After graduating college, Doug became an equipment

Grant Brees – Benedicta , Maine

Read more of Grant’s story at www.ducks.org/brees2013.

“This generation prepares things for the next. Every

generation has that responsibility – we can’t skip a single

while giving him a charitable tax deduction. Upon Grant’s passing,
Ducks Unlimited will receive his property.

Prairie Experience
Through presentations and
hands-on habitat stations,
the Prairie Experience gives DU Major Sponsors the
opportunity to better understand waterfowl biology,
wetland ecology, landscape challenges, and DU’s
conservation solutions. Here, Major Sponsors learn how
to candle an egg to see duckling development.

Doug and his wife, Joni, are President’s Council members,

and after attending the July 2012 Prairie Experience

hosted by DU’s Great Plains Regional Office, they became
Benefactor Sponsors. “That setting brings everything

home,” Doug said. “Every acre we lose is a serious loss. By
supporting Ducks Unlimited, I’m helping stop this loss; I’m
helping make it better.”

Read more of Doug’s story at www.ducks.org/roberts2013.
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Philanthropic Leaders Influence Conservation on
Wetlands America trust AND Ducks unlimited Boards
Diane and Doug Oberhelman – Edwards, Illinois
When it came to choosing a recipient for their conservation philanthropy,

Diane and Doug Oberhelman agreed Ducks Unlimited – particularly Wetlands
America Trust – was the clear choice. Their reasons, however, were a bit
different.

Doug, who now serves as WAT’s vice president, was drawn to the science

behind DU’s conservation work: “It wasn’t until 1995 that I got involved with DU,

and in 2005, I started to meet the good people who were part of WAT,” he said. “I
learned about the science that guides DU’s work and wanted to get involved.”
Diane, now an at-large member of DU’s board of directors, chose DU for its

involvement in land acquisition and protection. “Our trip to the Boreal Forest last
summer really brought home how we can help responsibly develop and protect
this amazing breeding area,” she said.

Doug’s experience with complex land transactions and his role as chairman

and CEO of Caterpillar Inc. have provided him with key insights that help

guide WAT and accomplish DU’s mission. From approving significant habitat

Building an Endowment for the Ducks

purchases and easements to helping with major policy issues, WAT is behind
some of DU’s most important conservation decisions.

Barbara and Ralph Fisher III – Fairdealing, Missouri
“Most of what I know about the outdoors

came from the pages of Outdoor Life,”

Ralph Fisher III said of his childhood in

Houston. “I didn’t have anyone to teach me,

so for years I went out on my own. But once
I was old enough to drive, I was afield all

permanent endowment and challenged

other supporters to contribute an additional

than $20 million toward this goal.

programs by helping the organization

and they’ve chosen to use what they’ve

created to benefit waterfowl by directing
their estate gifts to DU’s Endowment
Challenge.

During DU’s 75th Anniversary National

Convention, three generous philanthropists
committed a total of $75 million to DU’s

wildlife. We have been for generations, and we need to continue to be.”

INFLUENCING PHILANTHROPY, POLICY, AND
THE LANDSCAPE FOR A QUARTER-CENTURY

Building the endowment allows DU’s

Sponsors in Perpetuity and Diamond

worked hard to get where they are today,

“The government has a huge stake in what happens to wildlife,” Doug said.

“Outdoors people are the common thread for doing things the right way for

including the Fishers – have pledged more

most passionate supporters to ensure

Feather Society members. They have

www.ducks.org/oberhelman2013.

$75 million. To date, more than 22 donors –

the time.”

Ralph and his wife, Barbara, are Diamond

Read more of Diane and Doug’s story at

long-term stability for DU’s conservation
weather economic swings. Initial gifts

F

remain intact while funds generated

from them are used to complete vital

conservation work on the ground and
support DU’s annual operations.

“We are doing this because we want

others to believe in what DU does. Wild

things in wild places – that is what we want
to provide for,” Ralph explained.

Read more of Barbara and Ralph’s

story at www.ducks.org/fisher2013.

or the past 25 years, Wetlands America Trust has provided
specialized financial and philanthropic support to Ducks
Unlimited. The WAT board ensures that the organization
achieves its philanthropic potential and serves as DU’s land trust.
As one of the largest landholding trusts accredited by the Land Trust
Alliance, WAT has overseen the conservation of more than 400,000
acres in North America. To further WAT’s mission, trustees contributed
more than $11 million in FY13 to DU’s conservation efforts.
Trustees work with DU staff and volunteers to pursue significant
philanthropic support, as well as maintaining close communication
with the DU board to ensure that DU’s conservation mission is at the
forefront of all decisions regarding support for the organization.

WAT trustees also play a unique role in helping shape and guide
DU’s conservation priorities. In summer 2013, the WAT board
met in the Boreal Forest, one of DU’s highest priorities, to witness
this unique landscape firsthand and learn how complex, on-theground conservation efforts are executed on these vast waterfowl
breeding grounds.
As business leaders, WAT trustees have the opportunity to
put Ducks Unlimited front and center with corporate decisionmakers across America. WAT trustees also have the ability to
reach and influence lawmakers from their home states and in
Washington to provide support for public policy beneficial to
DU’s conservation mission.

WETLANDS AMERICA TRUST
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DUCKS UNLIMITED CANADA

DUCKS UNLIMITED DE MéXICO

Bridging the 49th Parallel

T

hanks to the hard work of volunteers and staff, Ducks Unlimited
Canada (DUC) spent 2013 celebrating not only their 75th anniversary,
but also record-high waterfowl populations. Back in 1938 this wasn’t
the case. Waterfowl numbers were declining fast, and a group of forwardthinking sportsmen and scientists from the United States and Canada
realized it was going to take collaboration between their countries to ensure
their successful comeback. As American sportsmen came to understand
that creating high-quality habitat north of the border would mean more
ducks and geese overhead in the fall, DUC was created to deliver donated
funds to conservation projects on Canada’s breeding and nesting grounds.
This work continues notably today in Canada’s Boreal Forest. To
protect this critical waterfowl landscape, The Pew Charitable Trusts is

partnering with Ducks Unlimited in the United States and Canada and
many others to conserve a billion acres in the Boreal. Ultimately known
as the International Boreal Conservation Campaign, this partnership
has already reached nearly 70 percent of its goal over the last decade, and
continues to represent the needs of breeding waterfowl in the Boreal.
DU seeks funding from donors who will support the most significant
habitat work on both sides of the border, in the Boreal and in the
adjacent Prairie Pothole Region. U.S.-based donations that go to Canada
provide the dollar match critical for DU to secure up to $15 million in
NAWCA funding for our work on the Canadian prairies. This work will
be planned and executed jointly with DUC and will continue improving
the landscape for waterfowl for another 75 years to come.

FOUR DECADES OF SUPPORT CELEBRATED WITH TRIBUTE WEEKEND
ORAN RICHARD – LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA
Oran Richard joined DU back when every dollar raised went to conserve habitat on Canada’s breeding grounds, a practice he still

believes in. “These birds come south and then go back north. Without the nesting habitat in Canada, you have no ducks,” he said.
Oran’s support continued as DU began U.S. conservation work in 1984, and then delivered its first acre in Louisiana the

MANGROVES TAKE
CENTER STAGE

D

ucks Unlimited de México (DUMAC) was formed in 1974
to address the challenge of wetland loss and waterfowl
conservation across Mexico. DUMAC staff knows Mexico’s
landscape better than anyone and understands how to achieve DU’s
conservation goals in a country with a different culture, economic
status, and hunting tradition from the United States or Canada.
Careful analysis of aerial photos and banding data made it clear
to DU scientists that mangrove wetlands were among the most
important – and threatened – waterfowl habitats in Mexico, so
DUMAC’s work in the coming years will be increasingly focused
on this resource.
DUMAC is in the process of inventorying all of Mexico’s
wetlands and has mapped nearly 1.9 million acres of its remaining
mangroves. While conducting the work, biologists noticed that
some areas were rapidly losing mangrove habitats to timber cutting,
tourism development, road building, and salt-pond construction.
Topping the list was shrimp farming.
By analyzing landscape change in two of Mexico’s Pacific Coast
states, researchers documented the loss of nearly 75,000 acres of
mangroves over 10 years. At the same time, shrimp farms expanded
dramatically, accounting for as much as 50 percent of the loss in
some areas.
DUMAC is strategically conducting on-the-ground mangrove
restoration in key locations across the country. DUMAC staff has
used analysis data to work with public officials and influence policies
that promote sustainable shrimp-farming practices. They have also
developed educational programs to help local people understand
the importance of conserving mangroves.

LEADING CONSERVATION ON
BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER
ROGERS HOY T, JR. – UVALDE, TEXAS
When Rogers Hoyt, Jr., looks back on his life, three

things lie at the heart of his story: family, faith, and

friendship. Interwoven with each is a passion for the
outdoors. “I was raised on a rice farm on the Texas

Gulf Coast and my whole family hunted. These great

people were part of Ducks Unlimited and led me to the

organization during my time in the field,” he said. “What
really drove me to be involved with conservation was
my appreciation of God’s beautiful creations. Making
sure these birds are available forever drives
my stewardship.”

Rogers has carried these values with him as he’s

risen through the DU ranks. After serving as Texas state
chair in the early 1990s, Rogers’ friend and the late past
DU President Johnny Walker asked him to serve on

DU’s board of directors, and then recruited him for the
Ducks Unlimited de México board.

“It was natural with my concern for what happens

across the border that I be involved with DUMAC,”
Rogers said. “Many of the wetlands in Mexico are

pristine and I want to see those habitats protected
in perpetuity.”

Rogers went on to help DUMAC reach nearly 2

million acres conserved as vice president, and was

named president in

2013. He also serves
as advisory senior
vice president of

following year. Whenever DU needed someone to step up, Oran was there. “Back in 1973, a bunch of my friends asked me go

membership on DU’s

with them to a DU event,” Oran remembered. “I can think of only one of the annual banquets I have missed since then. It’s just

board of directors. He

a fun organization; no other organization comes close.”

and his wife, Camille,

He went on to serve as a Lafayette committee member, Wetlands

are proud Heritage

America Trust and DU de Mexico (DUMAC) board member, and

Sponsors.

volunteer DU TV co-host. He is the owner of Industrial Helicopters

and several recreational properties that allow him and his wife, Joan,
to enjoy the outdoors. They are DU Diamond Benefactors and Grand

Slam Sponsors in Perpetuity, as well as members of DU’s President’s
Council and DUMAC’s John E. Walker III Society.

In March 2013, DU recognized Oran with a tribute attended by more

than 140 friends and family. The event raised more than $950,000 for
a tribute project in Saskatchewan.
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Read more of Oran’s story at www.ducks.org/richard2013.

Read more of Rogers’ story at
www.ducks.org/hoyt2013.
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Corporate Partner Program

Trusted Brands Make Their
Mark on the Landscape

L

eading companies, corporations, and brands
recognize Ducks Unlimited as the leader
in wetlands conservation and one of the
best membership organizations in the world. They
understand the importance of DU’s mission and
the critical need to support it with commitments,
resources, and quality products.
Through DU’s Corporate Partner Program,
corporate sponsors, product licensees, and promotional
providers make an impact on wetlands and

Since first partnering up in 2011, Remington

and Ducks Unlimited have made tremendous
strides in supporting wetlands conservation.
This year alone, Remington has worked

with DU to launch several new products and
programs, including the Versa Max semi-

waterfowl conservation, as well as sharing DU’s
conservation message with millions of people through
their marketing efforts.
Since it was launched in 1985, DU’s Corporate
Partner Program has generated more than $100
million in unrestricted funds for conservation – dollars
that can be used where the ducks need them most. Our
generous corporate partners also play a major role in
DU’s success by underwriting and donating products
to fundraising events across the country.

in Ducks Unlimited magazine. They have also
been a presenting sponsor of the popular

Waterfowl 360 program and the sole sponsor
of DU’s Waterfowl Migration Map and
associated mobile app since 2011.
Remington also supports DU

automatic shotgun and the world’s fastest

volunteers and enables chapters across

These innovative products and programs have

potential by donating Versa Max

steel-shot waterfowl load, HyperSonic Steel™.
been the backbone of Remington and DU’s

commitment to supporting waterfowl hunters
and America’s waterfowling tradition.

Across the board, Remington has been

one of DU’s most engaged corporate

supporters, bolstering DU’s Corporate

Partner initiatives and regularly advertising
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the country to increase their fundraising
shotguns and target ammunition for DU
clay target shooting events.

Through this valuable partnership,

Remington and Ducks Unlimited are
protecting our outdoor heritage and

furthering DU’s conservation mission today
and for future generations.

State Agency Partners

State Grants Program Conserves
Critical Breeding Grounds

Our Proud
Partners
Academy Sports + Outdoors
AES Outdoors
AGIA		
America Remembers
American Luxury Coach
Artisans
Avery Outdoors		
Barton Cotton
Bass Pro Shops
Browning
Budweiser
Calendar Specialists
Carolina Hosiery Mills
CCF Brands
The Check Gallery
ConnectionPlus
Desperate Enterprises
Discover Financial Services
Exmark Mowers
Favorite Recipes Press
Gander Mountain
Heininger Automotive
Identity Check Printers
Itasca Waders
Jack Daniels
Lockton Affinity
Mack’s Prairie Wings
The McGee Group
MetLife
New South Access &
Environmental Solutions
ORVIS
Outdoor Cap
Pyramex
Reliable Churchill Distributor
Remington
shop.ducks.org
Signature Products Group
SportDOG
Star Fish Vision
TRUGLO
United Country
VPI Pet Insurance
W.R. Case
War Eagle Boats
Western Spirits
Whitewater Outdoors
Winchester Ammunition
Yamaha

I

n 1965, when waterfowl numbers were painfully low and hunting
seasons short, forward-thinking leaders from the wildlife agencies
in Louisiana, Ohio, and South Carolina initiated an innovative
partnership with Ducks Unlimited to help ensure healthy breeding
grounds in Canada and maintain the waterfowl populations that migrated
to their states each winter.
To target the states’ funds to the regions of Canada most directly tied to
their waterfowl populations, state and DU biologists pored over decades
of banding data to learn which Canadian habitats were most important
to producing the birds harvested in each state. With as many as 50 to
70 percent of surveyed waterfowl breeding across Canada, other states
quickly recognized the importance of the habitat conservation goals of
this partnership, and by 1985, 20 states had joined and were contributing
about $1.25 million annually.
Four years later, Congress provided encouragement for this type
of federal-state partnership by passing the North American Wetlands

Conservation Act. NAWCA required that every dollar of federal money
invested in wetlands be matched by at least one dollar of non-federal
funding. Recognizing the continental scope of waterfowl populations and
the North American Waterfowl Management Plan, it also required that a
portion of the federal funding be used for projects in Canada and Mexico.
Within five years, state contributions for NAWCA habitat projects
in Canada had doubled to about $2.5 million annually, and have
continued to grow since. In fiscal year 2013, 35 states contributed a
record $3.2 million.
DU has matched every state-contributed dollar since the partnership
began nearly 50 years ago, and NAWCA now matches the combined stateDU funding with federal funds. This means that every quarter that a state
invests results in at least a dollar of habitat conservation. And because
DU’s match is composed of member and supporter contributions, DU is
getting the same return on investment: $13 million in habitat conservation
for the $3.2 million contributed by supporters in 2013.

saluting our state agency partners
Ducks Unlimited thanks

the Association of Fish and
Wildlife Agencies and the

highlighted states for their
important investments in

waterfowl habitat conservation
in Canada through their

partnership with DU, NAWCA,
and the NAWMP during FY13.

More than $200,000
$50,001 - $200,000
$25,001 - $50,000

Up to $25,000
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PUBLIC POLICY

THe outdoor recreation economy
grew approximately 5 percent annually
between 2005 and 2011 – a time
of economic recession when many
sectors contracted. Outdoor recreation,
including hunting, fishing, and wildlife
viewing, directly creates 6.1 million
American jobs that cannot be exported.
The positive economic impact of the
outdoors and conservation is undeniable.
Federal investments in natural
resources and outdoor recreation are
equivalent to less than 1 percent of the
federal budget. However, this federal
funding accounts for 60 percent of the
direct investments in conservation in
the United States.
Ducks Unlimited is the only
waterfowl habitat conservation
organization with staff located in
Washington, D.C., specifically to educate
members of Congress, their staffs, federal
agencies, and our conservation peers on

MAKING CONSERVATION
   A NATIONAL PRIORITY
annual report | 2

the importance of wetlands conservation
to wildlife and people.
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PUBLIC POLICY
federal CONSERVATION FUNDING
Total federal investments in natural resources and outdoor recreation

are equivalent to less than 1 percent of the federal budget. Conservation
programs create jobs that can’t be exported. These programs also

help provide outdoor recreation opportunities responsible for outdoor
enthusiasts, including sportsmen and women, spending $646 billion a

year. DU continues to work with Congress to ensure adequate funding for

conservation programs, which are also strong economic drivers and deliver
priceless benefits such as clean water and flood abatement.

Farm Bill

Conservation programs in the farm bill are vital to our country, especially in the vital waterfowl breeding grounds of the Prairie Pothole Region
(PPR). Over the last several decades, we have lost up to 90 percent of our wetlands and millions of acres of grasslands in parts of the PPR. Farm bill
conservation programs allow farmers and ranchers to work the most productive land while enrolling the less productive acreage in conservation
to protect wetlands, grasslands, and highly erodible soils. DU advocates for strong conservation provisions in the farm bill, as they deliver more
on-the-ground habitat conservation to private lands than any other federal program.
North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA)

Over its lifespan, NAWCA has translated more than $1 billion in federal funds into nearly $3.5 billion in non-federal economic activity to deliver
more than 27 million acres of on-the-ground conservation. These expenditures have created, on average, nearly 7,500 new jobs (e.g., construction
workers, biologists, and engineers) annually in the United States, generating more than $200 million in worker earnings each year. NAWCA needs
congressional authorization every five years and DU continues to be a staunch advocate to fund the program at at the highest possible levels.

outdoorsMEN CAN INFLUENCE public POLICY
There are 37.4 million hunters and anglers over the age of

Sign up for the Waterfowl Advocate. DU sends a monthly

16 in the United States and tens of millions more who enjoy

e-newsletter about legislation affecting sportsmen, waterfowl,

community could have if all these outdoorsmen and women

includes an interview with a legislator, DU volunteer, or staff

watching and photographing wildlife. Imagine the impact our
voted and participated in shaping public policy affecting

waterfowl, other wildlife, and habitat conservation. You can
shape public policy in many ways:

Invite state and federal lawmakers to visit a conservation

project or wildlife refuge. Whether or not a lawmaker is

a sportsman or woman, it makes a big difference to get
him or her into the field to see conservation projects
in person. Call and invite your legislator to see your

farm, conservation easement, or local wildlife refuge or
management area the next time he’s in town.

Write a letter to the editor. Public policy measures being

and wetlands. Each issue of the Waterfowl Advocate also

member about public policy and conservation efforts. Sign up
to receive the monthly update at www.ducks.org/publicpolicy.
Participate on social media. Members of Congress

monitor their social media accounts for comments from

Tax Incentives for Conservation Easements

For more than 20 years, DU has used conservation easements to protect waterfowl habitat across the nation from high-density development, often
affording landscapes better protection than through outright purchase. DU supports creating permanent tax incentives for landowners who enroll in an
easement, allowing more private landowners (including those with lower annual incomes) to afford habitat protection essential to the future of wildlife.
Gulf Coast Restoration Funding

so you have easy access to send them a quick message. DU also
sponsors “social media days” to collaborate with volunteers,

The RESTORE Act directs 80 percent of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill penalties paid under the Clean Water Act to the restoration of the Gulf
Coast’s ecosystem and economies. Environmental restoration will be guided by the best science available and will not only support myriad wildlife
and fisheries that depend on these coastal habitats, but also will ensure a strong economic future for the Gulf Coast.

support for conservation policy priorities.

Clean Water Act (CWA)

lawmakers’ social media accounts is available on DU’s website,

supporters, and other conservation organizations to show our
Visit the DU website. The public policy page on the

DU website has the latest news on policy priorities, such as

wetlands, respond with a letter to the editor and help educate

also appear on the site when it’s important and timely for you to

your community about the importance of conservation.

The buying power of funds raised from federal duck stamp sales has never been lower in the stamp’s 79-year history. The duck stamp has lost 40 percent
of its value since the last price increase 22 years ago – the longest period to date without an increase. The federal duck stamp is the U.S. government’s
primary program for acquiring lands explicitly dedicated to providing habitat for waterfowl and other wetland-dependent species. DU advocates for a
bipartisan bill that would increase the price of the federal duck stamp to $25, a change that has broad support in the hunting and conservation community.

constituents to gauge public opinions on issues. A list of federal

considered in the halls of Congress are often in the news.

When you see an article about an issue affecting waterfowl and

Federal Duck Stamp

NAWCA, the farm bill, and the federal duck stamp. Action alerts
tell legislators about DU’s stance on a policy.

Wetlands such as prairie potholes, rainwater basins, and playas were protected for nearly 30 years by the Clean Water Act of 1972. However, two
U.S. Supreme Court cases in 2001 and 2006 resulted in the withdrawal of CWA protections from more than 20 million acres of vital wetlands. The
first full assessment period by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service since the Supreme Court cases showed that the rate of wetland loss had increased
by 140 percent since the period of 1998-2004. DU supports restoring wetland protections to avoid negative impacts to waterfowl populations, help
provide clean and abundant water, and abate flooding.
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financials

ducks Unlimited and Wetlands America Trust (Affiliate) enjoyed stellar
financial results during the year ended June 30, 2013. Across the board, our philanthropic
targets exceeded the goals set forth in the National Business Plan. We experienced
operational surpluses of nearly $6 million and strengthened the balance sheet by a total net
asset increase of $38 million. We also took another big step toward long-term stability for
the organization by growing DU’s endowment fund to $42 million.
One of the most prominent measures to evaluate DU’s impact on the landscape is our
efficiency. In FY13, we exceeded our goal of 80 percent efficiency yet again, dedicating 81.2
percent of our revenue to DU’s conservation mission.
Summary financial information is presented on the following pages of this report. For
a complete copy of the DU and Affiliate audited financial statements for FY13, please visit
www.ducks.org/financials.

81%

n 45%

16%
3%

n 5%
n 29%
n 15%
n 6%

A STRONG BALANCE SHEET
   FOR THE DUCKS IN 2013
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FINANCIALS

DUCKS UNLIMITED, INC. AND AFFILIATE
Combined Balance Sheets
June 30, 2013 and 2012

DUCKS UNLIMITED, INC. AND AFFILIATE
Condensed Statement of Unrestricted Operations
Years ended June 30, 2013 and 2012
2013

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Events receivable, net
Pledges receivable, net
Habitat conservation and other receivables
Event merchandise inventory
Investments
Land held for conservation purposes
Land, buildings, and equipment, net
Other assets
Total assets
Liabilities and Net Assets
Accounts payable and accrued expenses
Compensation and related accruals
Pension and deferred compensation accruals
Accrued postretirement benefits
Other liabilities
Total liabilities
Net assets
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted
Permanently restricted

$27,214,502
612,358
28,068,500
25,305,209
2,861,818
40,824,852
22,914,798
8,383,915
3,257,262

$24,167,295
546,239
25,452,253
19,880,161
3,331,888
35,264,781
15,588,294
9,006,602
2,552,314

$159,443,214

$135,789,827

$11,985,738
6,833,854
6,288,143
1,950,812
526,397

$11,335,416
6,408,068
21,371,982
2,618,336
543,756

$27,584,944

$42,277,558

41,771,105
73,747,026
16,340,139

15,516,162
66,283,759
11,712,348

Total net assets

$131,858,270

$93,512,269

Total liabilities and net assets

$159,443,214

$135,789,827
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2013

2012

Support and Revenue:
Philanthropic sources:
   Net proceeds from committee events
   Direct response membership
  Major gifts
   Planned gift maturities
  Royalties

$39,595,886
11,731,311
24,718,244
243,545
1,910,460

$34,421,772
10,541,175
28,346,920
836,218
3,990,675

   Total philanthropic revenue

$78,199,446

$78,136,760

57,853,522
18,153,915
3,207,352
8,396,228
2,963,770
5,709,364
19,583

52,932,239
15,857,366
3,025,606
23,664,265
2,736,279
7,160,649
308,978

$174,503,180

$183,822,142

132,278,518
25,576,145
5,008,423

143,167,434
23,719,393
4,754,200

$162,863,086

$171,641,027

$11,640,094

$12,181,115

2012

Other support and revenue:
   Federal and state habitat reimbursements
  Nongovernmental partnerships
  State grants
   Donated conservation easements
  Advertising revenue
  Non-operating revenues
  Other revenues
    Total support and revenue
Operational expense:
Program service expenses
Fund-raising expenses
Administration expenses
   Total operational expense
    Excess of unrestricted support and revenues over expenses
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OUR DONORS AND LEADERS

MAJOR Sponsors have chosen to make
an immediate and significant impact on wetlands
conservation through their support of Ducks
Unlimited’s mission. These philanthropists are
leading the charge to secure our continent’s wetlands
and other waterfowl habitat to make DU’s vision of
full skies a reality.
The donors listed on the following pages have
given more than $250,000 to Ducks Unlimited in their
lifetime or made annual gifts of at least $10,000. See
more donors online at www.ducks.org/donors2013.
Please contact Anita Tyler at (901) 758-3871 or
atyler@ducks.org for information on being included
in next year’s annual report and online listing.

HONORING DU’S LEADERS
AND MAJOR SPONSORS
annual report | 2
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OUR DONORS AND LEADERS

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL
Recognition in the President’s Council honors Ducks Unlimited’s staunchest supporters and includes those who annually give $10,000 or more
in cash to our conservation mission. President’s Council members understand that an ongoing and significant annual commitment helps achieve
our goals, and they are dedicated to making DU one of their highest giving priorities each year.
Ducks Unlimited recognizes the following individuals as current members of the President’s Council for the prior and current calendar year (as
of July 1, 2013):
Kevin and Mary Albert
John and Emily Alexander
Mikkel R. Anderson and Peggy Sundstrom
Anonymous
Duane and Annamaria Arnister
Sherwin and Kaycie Artus
Ricky Atkins
Paul C. Aughtry III
James W. Ayers
Chris and Marna Bame
Matthew and Dawn Barr
Peter Barrett
Jeff and Amy Barry
Ron and Jackie Bartels
Annette D. Barton
John W. Barton, Jr.
Ray and Kris Basta
Eugene and Alice Beachner
Patrick G. Beaullieu
Paul and Jhan Beaullieu
Ted Beaullieu, Jr.
Don J. Bechtel
Henry “Peter” C. Beck
John and Shirley Berry
Michael F. Boatwright
Gerald A. Boelte
Chase Bonderson
Sandi and Paul Bonderson, Jr.
Scott and Nancy Bonnema
Tim and Mary Boyle
Forrest W. Brehm
Jerry Brocato
J. Terrell and Mary Kay Brown
Charles Bruning III
David and Denise Bunning
Dean and Rosemarie Buntrock
August A. Busch III
Benjamin K. Campbell
E. R. Campbell, Jr.
Hazard and Virginia Campbell
Rick L. Campbell
Mike and Robbi Carey
Eleanor and Henry Carlson, Jr.
Richard and Linda Carstensen
Roy E. Carter

Arlen B. Cenac, Jr.
J. Storey and Anne-Lynne Charbonnet
Dr. Francis P. Chiaramonte*
John W. Childs
James and Diane Clemens
George N. Cochran
Randal L. Coffin
James and Bernadette Cogdell
U.L. Coleman III
Alfred and Diane Comegys
John Stafford Comegys
James Connacher, Jr.
Kevin and Shannon Couhig
Jay Coulter
Patty and Jim Cownie
Debra and Dale Critz, Jr.
Scott A. Cunningham
Greg J. Currell
David and Lorraine Curtis
John and Cheryl Dale
Raymond and Barbara Dalio
Bill and Sarah D’Alonzo
William W. Deupree, Jr.
Robert and Carol Deuth
Paul and Beverly Dickson
Skipper and Cindy Dickson
Eric and Holly Dillon
Jan M. Dillow*
Wes and Sue Dixon
John C. Dobbs
Scott Doll
Patricia and Dr. James Donelan
Bennett Dorrance
Rodney W. Dow
William L. Driscoll and Dr. Lisa Mae Hoffman
Raymond T. Duncan
Tom Dunkin II
Livia and George H. Dunklin, Jr.
Fred Eckhardt
Wendy and Huntington Eldridge, Jr.
Joel and Mary Ann Elftmann
Kathryn and David Ellison, Jr.
Richard Emmerich
Thomas and Ora Enos
Bruce F. Evertson

Douglas and Carol Federighi
James and Cherie Flores
Timothy D. Foster
Doug Fout
Jeff L. Fox
Douglas and Allison Frey
Donald J. Galligan
John W. Garside
Susan and James Gatlin
Logan Thomas Gay, Jr.
Robert B. Glover
Margaret Goatcher
William H. Goodwin, Jr.
Todd B. Graves
L. Lane Grigsby
Dave and Marg Grohne
Luke and Lisa Guarisco
Mark and Linda Gulbrandson
Scott G. Gunning
August W. Hager III
Antoinette and George F. Hamner, Jr.
Michael Dennis Harman, Sr.
John J. Harnish
Bobbi and Jerry Harris
Hannah and William E. Haslam, Jr.
Dennis P. Havey and Joyce Graves
Tom and HuLaine Hawks
Mark and Paula Hennessy
George F. Henry III
Martha and Robert Hester, Jr.
Kent and Theresa Heyborne
Peggy and James Higgins
Barron Hilton
Fred W. Hines, Jr.
Barbara and John Hipp, M.D.
G. Stewart Hoagland
Lloyd Holman
John H. Holt
Ralph and Beverly Holzfaster
Allan and Carla Hopp
Joe and Lynne Hudson
Michael Humphrey
James and Christie Hunt
Alton and Linda Hutto
Lee Ann and Orrin H. Ingram II

Peter and JoAnne Jackson
Mack H. Jenkins
Alan and Marcheta Jochimsen
Lyle G.* and Gail T. Johnson
Rich and Joyce Johnson
Thomas J. Johnson
Tom Johnson
Sylvia and William R. Johnson, Jr.
Jay O. Jorgensen
Debra and Mack Karnes, M.D.
Joel and Beth Kaye
Samuel B. Kellett
Jim and Sarah Kennedy
John and Wendy Killen
Northrup R. Knox, Jr.
Harry W. Konkel
Jim and Sue Konkel
Susan Konkel
Peter and Alice Kreindler
Blake and Mary Krueger
Lucien and Sonja Laborde
Charles and Virginia Lane
Clinton W. Lane, Jr.*
Jaxon and Allison Lang
Tracy T. Larsen
Dr. Allan R. Larson
Craig and Shelley Larson
Bruce and Gerry Lauritzen
Larry E. Leese
Steve and Marianne Liebmann
Richard and Susan Lipsey
Roger Brent and Melissa Logan
Bruce MacDonald
Kirk and Kathy MacKenzie
William P. Maney
Michael P. Maraist
Steve and Jeanne Maritz
John and Candace Marsellus
Michael and Frances May
Joseph Mazon and Lisa Happy
Rory and Joyce McCallum
Bruce R. McCaw
John and Harriet McFadden
W. Pat McGinnis
Paul C.P. McIlhenny*
Gene and Melissa McKay
Gary and Annette Mellard
Florence and Winfield* Mitchell, Sr.
Charles Moncla
Alfred G. and Gail E. Montna
Roger J. Moody
David and Diana Moore

John L. Morris
Bill and Steph Naegele
Bobbie and John L. Nau III
Allan and Nancy Neighbors
Greg Nelson
John and Geni Newman
Mack and Nancy Nichols
Doug and Diane Oberhelman
John and Betty O’Brien
Col. Thomas Milford O’Dell
R.E. Odom
James Hillman Oliver
Lucille V. Pate
Saf and Betty Peacock
Daryl and Mary Pennington
Gary and Paula Pennington
Everall D. Perkins
Trevor K. Pfaff
James and Patti Pike
Mark and Rebecca Pine
Blair and Brady L. “Tripp” Rackley III
Brian and Rochelle Radunz
Dan and Linda Ray
Mike Reitz
Stephen and Ann Reynolds
J. Oran and Joan Richard
Louie and Chandelle Richard
Mike and Cheri Richard
John A. Riggs IV
Douglas and Joni Roberts
Joseph Matthew and Brandy Robinson
Anthony J. Rose, Jr.
William W. “Billy” Rucks IV
Robert and Cheryl Saathoff
Gary and Debbie Salmon
Kathy and Joe Sanderson, Jr.
William E. Saunders, Jr.
Richard and Lisa Schaller
Richard and Jenny Schimpff
Richard Schmon
Joe* and Gloria Schneider
Rex and Lori Schulz
Micky Scott
Marion S. Searle
Thomas A. Seeno
Garry D. Shaw
Lennie Sam Skaggs*
Charles F. Smith, Jr.
Edward C. Smith, Jr.
Charles A. Smithgall III
Richard Snow
Scott Stamerjohn

Mike and Therese Stangl
C. Austin Stephens
Lane and Sally Stephenson
Todd and Kelli Stevens
Dwayne and Karen Stewart
Mark and Lucy Stitzer
Ross and Pauline Strehlow
Susan and James Stuart, Jr.
Matt and CeCe Stuller
Bill and Terry Suber
Jim and Deanne Talbert
Thayer Talcott, Jr.
Chris Terlip
William W. Thomas, Jr.
John and Sandi Thompson
John and Judy Tomke
Timothy and Charlotte Travis
Chris and Dale Treeman
Mike and Missy Treeman
M. Jay Trees
Peter and Irene Treiber
Henry F. Trione
Reed Turner
Dick Uihlein
Margery H. Uihlein
Doug and Kathie Unruh
Tom and Susan Waldbuesser
William Walker III
Julius F. Wall
Ellen and John Wallace, Jr.
William and Cynthia Wauford
Don G. Weempe
Robert Weiss
Hope and David Welles, Jr.
Stephen and Lucy Whatley
Eric N. Whitney
Jane Willits*
Michael and Sherry Witter
Michael and Bonnie Woodward
Victor and Kathleen Woodward
Michael and Kathy Worley
Lindsay and Coleman Wortham III
“Peanut” Young
William and Vivienne Young
James A. Zaepfel
Richard and Elaine Zuschlag

* Deceased
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OUR DONORS AND LEADERS

MAJOR SPONSORS

Diamond Legacy Sponsor
($1 million-$4.9 million)

A deep and abiding passion to make the world a better place for waterfowl, wildlife, and people inspires these men and women whose
commitments bring millions of dollars annually to wetlands conservation. We are pleased to recognize the following Major Sponsors who have
given at least $250,000 to Ducks Unlimited:

Wetlands Guardian

Waterfowl Patron

Conservation Pioneer

($20 million+)

($10 million-$19.9 million)

($5 million-$9.9 million)

Arcadia Plantation
Bear Island Holding Trust
Beckie and Harry Butler, Jr.
James C. Kennedy
Main Pass, LLC
The Pew Charitable Trusts

Bank of America
The Adolphus A. Busch IV Family
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation
Goochland Land Partners V, LLC
David F. and Margaret T. Grohne
Family Foundation
Mt. Pleasant Plantation, LLC
Ware Creek Preserve LLC
Willow Bend, LLC

Anonymous
Dennis A. Avery
Brenda and Wise Batten, Sr.
Beck’s Bay, Ltd.
Brierfield Hurricane LLC
M. O. and Beverly Buder
John W. Childs
Cook’s Mountain Timber, LLC
Tommie and William Dunavant, Jr.
Dave and Marg Grohne
C. Hager & Sons Hinge
Manufacturing Company
Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation
Richard King Mellon Foundation
Middleton Place, LLC
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation
Dan Ray
Edward C. Smith, Jr.
Grady White Boats
William W. Thomas, Jr.
Waterfowl Research Foundation, Inc.

Agrium U.S., Inc.
Kevin and Mary Albert
The ALSAM Foundation
Anheuser-Busch InBev
Arundel Plantation Properties, LLC
Ayers Foundation
Ted & Grace Bachhuber Foundation, Inc.
Baldwin Land Co.
Maynard D. Barker, Jr. and M.D. “Brit” Barker III
Generostee Creek Partnership
Robert E. Barnhill, Jr.
Don and Nancy Barrett
Jeff and Amy Barry
John and Shirley Berry
Donald J. Bishop, Jr.
Blackfish Farms, LLC
Bobo Brake, LLC
Sandi and Paul Bonderson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. C. Noel Brown
Budweiser
Dean and Rosemarie Buntrock
The Bush Foundation
Buzzard Corner Land & Timber Company, LLC
Chris W. Canale
Kathleen M. Chapman
Chevrolet Motor Division
CN
ConocoPhillips Company
Theodore P. Costas, Jr.
The James M. Cox Foundation of GA, Inc.
Hal D. Crenshaw
Cypress Creek Preserve, LLC
D. L. Mississippi, LLC
John and Cheryl Dale
Dalio Family Foundation
Bill and Sarah D’Alonzo
Dardenne Realty Company
Dawhoo Farms
Diamond Lake and Land Company, LLC
Skipper and Cindy Dickson
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation
Dow Chemical Company
Charles H.P. Duell
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation
Duke Energy Corporation
Walter Edge
Feliciana Land Company, LLC
Max Fleischmann Foundation
Fund for Ducks Unlimited at
The Minneapolis Foundation
Dr. Edward D. and Sally M. Futch
Charitable Foundation
Edward D. and Sally M. Futch *

Getz Ranch, Inc.
Robert B. Glover
Golden Eagle Ranch, LLC
Lloyd O. Goode, Jr.
Greentree Holdings, LLC
Elmer and Irene Grohne Memorial
Wayne and Peggy Hagan
Roger P. Hanahan
Millbrook Plantation
Neal C. Hansen
Hermitage Plantation
Highland Plantation Hunting Club, LLC
Kenneth and Jean Hofmann
Dr. Mark Holifield
Ina R. Hoover
Jerry Horner
Lee Ann and Orrin H. Ingram II
Irby Woods, LLC
Ivanhoe Plantation, Inc.
Joel and Beth Kaye
Kennedy Conservation Fund
at the Community Foundation
of Greater Memphis
Kensington Plantation
Development Company, LLC
Kitterlin Creek, L.L.C.
Jim and Sue Konkel
The Kresge Foundation
Bruce and Gerry Lauritzen
Whaylan and Helen Lester
Nancy Spaulding Liggett
LLOG Exploration Company, LLC
Bob and Kathy Loeb
MBA Arkansas LLC
John and Harriet McFadden
Terry L. McFarland
Dr. Robert Finley McFarlane
Stuart McGehee
The McKnight Foundation
W. M. and Catherine H. McNeil
Mill Creek Properties
Millbrook, LLC
Minasian Family Ranch
Monument, LLC
Melvin Morphew *
Mosaic Canada ULC
Mud Lake Plantation, LLC
Bobbie and John L. Nau III
North Conservation Farm, Inc.
Notyacht, LLC
Doug and Diane Oberhelman
Tommy O’Connor III
William and Alice Oehmig

Tom and Claudia Pearman
PEH, LLC
Irene W. and C.B. Pennington Foundation
George T. Pfleger Foundation
Pin Oak Club, LLC
Mark and Rebecca Pine Family
Ray and Rena Pitts
Cookie and T.R.* Potter, Jr.
Thomas Smith Ragsdale III
Drs. Dana and Eva Jane Rawl
Katharine J. Rayner
Resource Development Group, LLC
Rice Hope Partners, LLC
River Valley Group, LLC
Roseland Plantation, LLC
Lester F. Ruwe *
Charles R. Schwab
Scott Woodlands, LLC
Theodore and Kate Sedgwick
Thomas A. Seeno
Shell Oil Company
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Smith, Jr.
Harvey L. Sorensen and Maud C. Sorensen
Foundation
Springsteen Properties, Inc.
Mark and Lucy Stitzer
George B. Storer Foundation, Inc.
Matt and CeCe Stuller
Stuller Family Foundation
Joseph L. Tamsberg, Jr.
Tara Wildlife Management and Services, Inc.
Granville Tate, Jr.
Margaretta Taylor
John and Sandi Thompson
Tosa Foundation
TransCanada Corporation
Turner Foundation, Inc.
Tuscany Research Institute
Two Rivers, LLC
Uxbridge Plantation
Versus
Robert and Helen Wade
Walker Foundation
Wando Farms, LLC
Ward Lake Land Company, LLC
Waste Management, Inc.
Waterfowl Chesapeake
Hope and David Welles, Jr.
Robert P. Wellons
William P. Wells
Phil and Tonja Whitley
Wilkie Land Company
Joseph H. Williams
Winchester/Olin Corporation

* Deceased
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OUR DONORS AND LEADERS

MAJOR SPONSORS
Platinum Legacy Sponsor

Gold Legacy Sponsor

Legacy Sponsor

($750,000-$999,999)

($500,000-$749,999)

($250,000-$499,999)

Alligator Bayou Properties, LLC
Bayou Meto Farms, LLC
Behring Ranch, LLC
Big Cypress Duck Hole, LLC
Bivens Bayou
Black River Properties, LLC
Timothy T. Brown, Sr.
The Bruning Foundation
The Buchanan Family Foundation
Todd Burbage
Campion Foundation
Ceres Foundation Inc.
Beneficiaries of the C-Family Trust
Columbia Sportswear Company
David Conley
Dacus Lake Partners
Dixie Farms Timber Management, LLC
DT Ranch, Inc.
Duty Ferry Farms, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Berryman W. Edwards, Jr.
Theresa and Andrew Epting, Jr.
Esperanze Plantation, LLC
ExxonMobil Foundation
Marie and Dr. Quentin Falgoust
Arthur W. Fields
James A. Hand *
Higel Ranch
Bessie C. W. Hill
Clyde E. Jacobs *
The Seymour H. Knox Foundation, Inc.
Edward A. Labry III
Mills Bee Lane Memorial Foundation
Lilly Endowment, Inc.
M. Lane and Lucille Morrison
Old Dominion Plantation, LLC
Pintail Farms, LLC
Point Pleasant LLC
Trudy and Boyd Rhodes, Jr.
Ring Slough LLC
Section 13 Farms, LLC
Christian G. Waller
The Walton Family Foundation
Winea Plantation
WTL Properties, LLC

Jeff S. and Lori A. Anderson
Bayou Deview Farm & Hunt Club, LLC
David T. Beals III Charitable Trust
Bank of America, Trustee
Bird Point Farm
Carey Lane Boone
Cache Slough Timber Company
John and Elaine Chambers
The Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Inc.
Chickahominy Investors, L.L.C.
Cocoa Slough, LLC
Tom and Jacquie Colligan
Thomas O. Corzine
Paul and Lorie Cress
Crown Family Philanthropies
Donahue Company, Inc.
Dow Chemical Company Foundation
Lawrence D. Dwyer
Jim and Cherie Flores
GMC Truck, Inc.
Grand Victoria Foundation
Ken and Sonya Hiler
G. Stewart Hoagland
Tim Holzfaster
Prairie Ridge Partners
Houston Endowment, Inc.
Steve W. Ingram
J.D.B. Fund
Susan Phifer and George Dean Johnson, Jr.
Carmen and Dr. Louis E. Kleager
Susan Konkel
Pamela and Neil * E. Kruschke, Jr.
T. Stanley Lawton
John and Pat Lindquist
Mallard Point Duck Club
Steve and Jeanne Maritz
Daniel McCluer
The Meadows Foundation
The Oaks Plantation
Old Rivers Farm of Mississippi, LLC
Jill and Bob Olsen
Orchard Farm Partners, Inc.
Saf and Betty Peacock
Charles R. Pearman II

Thomas and Linda Peaster
Clyde R. Potter, M.D. Charitable Foundation
Remington Outdoor Foundation
Thomas A. Rice
Robert and Linda Robinson
David and Terri Robison
Don and Lois Rogert
Sarah Scaife Foundation, Inc.
Christi and Frank Sloan, Jr.
Stuart Family Foundation
Harold C. and Frances Langford Stuart *
The Teal Partnership, LP
C. Randolph Tillman, M.D.
Timothy and Margaret Walters
Whitecap Foundation
John Winthrop
Melbourne Yull

A Friend of the Ducks
Academy Sports and Outdoors
Robert and Claudia Adley
Anonymous
Athwin Foundation
Barber-Long Beaverdam Creek Property
Barry Farms, LLC
Bass Pro Shops
Bayer CropScience
Big Black Farms, LLC
John E. Blackwell, Jr.
Tim and Mary Boyle
Thomas R. Bramble
Grant R. Brees
Jerry Brocato
F. Lee Bryan III
David and Denise Bunning
August A. Busch III
Hazard and Virginia Campbell
The Canale Foundation
Cargill
Cargill Deicing Technology - Cayuga Mine
Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust
Alec H. Chaplin, Jr.
ChevronTexaco
Coastal Conservation Association Texas
Crescere Foundation
Danikow Owners
Wayne and Kitty Davis
Deadwood Duck Club, LLC
Paul and Beverly Dickson
Eric and Holly Dillon
Patricia and James S. Donelan, M.D.
Bruce R. Easterly
Willard L. Eccles Charitable Foundation
Tom and Ora Enos
Ace* and Karen Feek
First Tennessee Foundation
Flambeau, Inc.
Flint Hills Resources
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Ford
Freeport-McMoRan
Copper & Gold Foundation
Douglas and Allison Frey
Frey Foundation
GenOn Energy
The Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation
Grace A. Gilman Trust
H.O.H., LLC

Michael Dennis Harman, Sr.
Hartwell Farms
Fleetwood and Elizabeth Hassell
William E. Hastings
William “Sam” L. Hiott, Jr.
Lloyd Holman
Horseshoe Hill, LP
Hal Bowen Howard, Jr.
Jim Hulbert
Jean Hulbert
James and Sallie Hunter
Katie and Dr. Thomas Hutchens
Margaret K. Jenkinson
Lyle G.* and Gail T. Johnson
Sylvia and William R. Johnson, Jr.
Richard S. and Joyce E. Johnson
Kaneohe Ranch
Debra and Mack Karnes, M.D.
Sarah R. Kaup
Edward T. Kelley II
Mary and William* Kinderman
Hartley W. Kittle III
Owen Fox Kittle
Caesar Kleberg Foundation
for Wildlife Conservation
Lake Heritage Parks Foundation, Inc.
Charles and Virginia Lane
Steve and Marianne Liebmann
The Limit Corporation
Edmund and Jeannik Littlefield Foundation
LLOG Exploration Offshore, Inc.
The Joseph & Vera Long Foundation
John Chandler and Mary Palfrey Loupe
Lyndhurst Foundation
Kirk and Kathy MacKenzie
John F. Marsellus*
William Martin, Jr. and William Martin III
David Maybank III
G.A. Northcott McFaddin
Mabel and Phillip McNeill, Sr.
MeadWestvaco
Monsanto Fund
Jan and Bev Moore
R. Henry Moore IV
M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust
National Shooting Sports Foundation, Inc.
Nestle Waters N. A. - OZARKA
Lindsay and Vanessa Oswald
Ralph Outcalt

Diane Williams Parker
Claude M. Penn, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Harry J. Phillips, Sr.
Marc and Sherrie Pierce
Pig Pen, LLC
Pintail Alley, LLC
The Post and Courier Foundation
Diane Chapman Quigley
Blair and Brady L. “Tripp” Rackley III
Ronald F. Randall
Richmond Realty Company, LLL
Richard C. Riggs, Jr.
Ann and H. N. Ritter III
Kathleen* and Anthony J. Rose, Jr.
Jennifer and Clint Schafer, DPM
Richard and Jenny Schimpff
E. B. Shawver
M. D. Shuler, PA
Lennie Sam Skaggs *
Earl G. Smith *
The Spray Foundation, Inc.
Dr. J. Howard Stokes, Jr.
James Stuart, Jr. & Susan Stuart Foundation
George Stumps Wildlife Trust Fund
Drs. John and Suzanne Synhorst
Ernest and Camille Thomas
Mitchell S. Tibshrany
Timothy and Charlotte Travis
Treeman Family Foundation, Inc.
Tudor Farms, Inc.
Wayne and Gladys Valley Foundation
Shirley Vannorsdel *
Verser Farms
Chris von Gontard
Susan and Dr. James Walton III
Wildlife Management Institute
Williams Family Foundation of Georgia
Williams, Inc.
Jane Willits *
Thomas Dewey Wise
The Dean Witter Foundation
Mike and Bonnie Woodward
Mike and Kathy Worley
Betty Sue and William M. Yandell, Jr.
David and Susan Young
Delta Hardwoods
Vern and Phyllis Young
James A. Zaepfel

* Deceased
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OUR DONORS AND LEADERS

FEATHER SOCIETY
Feather Society members make the ultimate gift to Ducks Unlimited by pledging their resources through deferred giving plans such as wills,
trusts, gift annuities, retirement plans, and life insurance policies. These commitments ensure DU’s ability to deliver our conservation mission
beyond the donor’s lifetime. We are pleased to recognize our Feather Society members who have committed $250,000 or more through a
planned gift:

Diamond

Platinum

Emerald

($1 Million+)

($500,000 - $999,999)

($250,000 - $499,999)

Anonymous
Helen Bell *
John and Shirley Berry
George Boryan
David and Sue Bowers
Scott A. Brown
C-Family Trust
James and Deborah Dodd
Roxanne Fleming
Edward R. and Maida S. Hawkins
Jeff Heidelbauer and Rebecca J. McGee
Charles S. Hunter III
William H. Kalwas
Debby Kay
Cody and Bailey Kearney
David R. and Betty S. King
Gordon R. Martinson
Roseada B. and Dr. L. J. Mayeux, Jr.
Robert L. and Vona Middleton
Greg Nelson
Ron Pace
Jameson and Darleen Parker
Larry John Pellissier
Marc Pierce
Charles Edgar Rehn
Allan Reishus, M.D.
B. J. Ridder, Jr.
Donald L. and Barbara Rollins
Stephen and Claudia Rosasco
Wayne Salem
Gary and Betty-Anne Schenk
Paul C. and Terry L. Seltman
Bernard J. and Patricia L. Seyller
J. T. Simmons
Alan and Dorothy Small
Robert and Rita Sundberg
Harry and Bobbie Tsumas
Phillip and Earline Turner
Louis E. Wells
Alan and Jan Wentz
Jeanne Wertheimer *
Ward W. and Rita Willits
Richard A. Wood

Anonymous
John A. Bario, Jr.
James C. and Sandra L. Beitzel
Pamela and John F. Bermen, Jr., MD
Clay Boelz
Sherwood M. Boudeman
John D. Brouillette
Jim Bryant
Peter A. Claypatch
James W. Cogdell
John and Jean Cole
Peter and Jean Marie Coombs
Angus R. Cooper III
Wickham and Hollis Corwin
John K. Cox
Bill and Sarah D’Alonzo
William E. and Doreen Dean
Stanley J. Deptula, Jr.
Fred Eckhardt
Tom and Ora Enos
Roger M. Faber
Robert and Kathleen Filbert
Jimmy and Stephanie Flynn
Elliott S. and Patricia Gassner
Craig D. and Rebecca T. Gill
Michael Gray
Charlene and Dr. David* Grunwaldt
Matthew M. Haist
Scott Hansard
Dave and Paula Haydon
Frank M. Huglin
Katie and Dr. Thomas Hutchens
Howard L. and Delores D. James
Junior and Bonnie Kerns
Mary and William* Kinderman
Mike Kolasa
James D. Konkel
Joseph M. Kulik
Marty and Cheryl Lau
Charles Lavene
Marion and Richard Leifer, Jr.
Clayton ‘Barney’ Lundeen
Nancy B. Mantz

Anonymous
Rick and Dixie Bechtoldt
Sandi and Paul Bonderson, Jr.
Richard and Meredeth Bradford
Grant R. Brees
Dauane and Laura Briggs
John W. Childs
John F. Cole
Steve Coleman
Dr. Malcolm J. Commer, Jr. *
David W. Conley
Patrick and Stephani Davis
William B. Dunavant, Jr.
Ace* and Karen Feek
Barbara A. and Ralph A. Fisher III
Edward D. and Sally M. Futch *
Robert S. Gerard *
Edmund H. Hardy
Gene Henry
Jean Hulbert
Jim Hulbert
Steve and Liz Humphries
Orrin H. Ingram II
Mack H. Jenkins
Lyle* and Gail Johnson
Richard and Joyce Johnson
Robert Kase
James C. Kennedy
Richard Kice
Clarence E. Klaus, Jr.
Norman J. Kroese *
Larry E. Leese
Walter F. and Mary Lou Lineberger
Kenneth A. Lockard
Robert and Darlene Mackintosh
Jan and Norman E. Marwitz, Jr.
Carolyn B. Matuseski Trust
Dr.* and Mrs. John J. McCaughan
Thomas J. O’Connor III
Larry and Marg O’Neil
Bill and Roni Overway
Clarence I. Paulsen, Jr.
Will Primos

James W. Purdy
Penni Richards
Lonnie Robinson and Dawn Reisinger
Neil and Margy Severinson
Garry D. Shaw
Chuck Shepardson
Sandy Junior Smith, Sr. *
Thomas S. Stafford
Duane C. Stalzer
James P. Thein
John A. and Judy Tomke
David and Tina Ventura
Bradley D. Wein
Hope and David Welles, Jr.
William C. Witting

Col. Michael J. K. Meyer
Bruce B. Michielsen
Joe C. Moe and Jan Palmer
Kyle and Nicole Momsen
M. J. Murphy
Jefferson F. Neal
Michael F. Nolan
Patrick D. and Eleanor C. Nolan
Ken and Judy Packard
Glenn Parks
Saf and Betty Peacock
Mrs. Eric Pierce
Michael Edward Prochniak
William and Tammy Reed
Allan Reishus, M.D.
Patrick B. and Jane C. Ruster
David L. Simon
Joe Slivinski
Bob and Kim Spoerl
Dave Steger, MD
Beverly F. Steveson
Gary J. and Nancy Ann Stuart
Schuyler W. Sweet
Fred and Nora Taylor
Michelle and Chris Tracy
Bill and Betty Treder
Ben and Patsy Welton
Stephen and Jeanan Willers
James C. and Susan K. Wilson
Barry E. Wood
Eric A. Wood
Stephen and Dawn Wyckoff

* Deceased
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OUR DONORS AND LEADERS

LEADERSHIP
Ducks Unlimited
Board of Directors
Senior Officers

President
George H. Dunklin, Jr.
Chairman of the Board
John W. Newman
Chief Executive Officer
H. Dale Hall
First Vice President
Paul R. Bonderson, Jr.
Treasurer
Robert S. “Bob” Hester, Jr.
Secretary
Stephen C. Reynolds
Executive Secretary
Dan Thiel
Senior Vice Presidents
(Advisory to the President)
Bill D’Alonzo
Mike Duggan
Rogers Hoyt, Jr.
Joe Mazon
Ronal Roberson
Doug Schoenrock
Rex Schulz
Mike Woodward
Senior Vice Presidents (Flyway)
Chris Dorow
H. J. “Beto” Elizondo
Lloyd Goode
Peter T. MacGaffin
Lee Ness
Clay Rogers
Jim Talbert
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Regional Vice Presidents
Paul Boehne
Shawn de Cento
Steve Cook
Scott Crawford
Tom Enos
David Flink
Richard C. Magie
Brian Priddle
Jim Prough
Eric Rudgers
Bob Saathoff
Bill Short
Bing Taege
Steve Whatley
At-Large Members
Mikk Anderson
William C. “Bill” Ansell
Vince Callahan
Jim Cerza
Kathy Christian
E. J. Deubler III
Brian Dillon
Doug Federighi
David Haggard
Jerry Harris
Dennis Havey
Howard Johnson
Lon Knoedler
Jim Konkel
Bruce Lewis
Diane Oberhelman
Julian T. Ottley
John R. Pope
Chuck Smith
Wendell Weakley

Wetlands America Trust

State Committee Chairs

President
Steve Maritz

Alabama
Chad Hughey

Hawaii
Jim Geiger

Massachusetts
Brad White

New Mexico
Dave Marsh

South Dakota
Jeff Heidelbauer

Vice President
Douglas R. Oberhelman

Alaska
James Young

Idaho
Dr. Bruce Newcomb

Michigan
Pete Albrecht

New York
Joseph Nicosia

Tennessee
Harold Cannon

Secretary/Treasurer
Robert S. “Bob” Hester, Jr.

Arizona
Kevin O’Connell

Illinois
Galen Johnson

Minnesota
Tim Roble

North Carolina
Ernie Tart

Texas
Rob Gokey

Chief Operating Officer
Dan Thiel

Arkansas
William Hamill

Indiana
James Franz

Mississippi
Keith G. Hancock

North Dakota
Randy Martin

Utah
Joe Trujillo

Trustees
Kevin Albert
Jim Ayers
John W. Berry, Jr.
Paul R. Bonderson, Jr.
John Dale
Bill D’Alonzo
Markham A. “Skipper” Dickson, Jr.
George H. Dunklin, Jr.
David F. “Dave” Grohne
H. Dale Hall
Orrin H. Ingram II
James C. Kennedy
Bruce Lauritzen
David McLean
John Nau
John W. Newman
Mark Pine
Dan Ray
Tom A. Seeno
Mark Stitzer
Matt Stuller
John Thompson
John A. Tomke
William E. “Will” Walker III
David K. “Deke” Welles, Jr.

California
Mark Low

Iowa
Frank Mertz

Missouri
Bill Cox

Ohio
Cecil Allbright

Vermont
Vilas Gentes

Colorado
Greg McCoy

Kansas
Mark Schlegel

Montana
Nora Taylor

Oklahoma
Don Parisotto

Virginia
David Adamson

Connecticut
David Lowry

Kentucky
Neil Riggs

Nebraska
Jason Christiansen

Oregon
Carla Hopp

Washington
Mike Hutchins

Delaware
Louis A. Caputo, Jr.

Louisiana
Stephen T. Gauthier

Nevada
John Larson

Pennsylvania
Robin Rhoades

West Virginia
Vernon Anderson

Florida
Peggy Higgins

Maine
Tom Duff

New Hampshire
Mike Nolan

Rhode Island
Jim Tappero

Wisconsin
Jim Gronowski

Georgia
Neely Raper

Maryland
Dave Gough

New Jersey
Scott Paterson

South Carolina
Andy Stevenson

Wyoming
Greg Nelson

Ducks Unlimited de México Member
Rogers Hoyt, Jr.
Ducks Unlimited Canada Members
Tom S. Worden
Malcolm M. Dunfield
James Couch
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LEADERSHIP
Du Executive Team

National Fundraising Team

Regional Leadership Teams

Chief Executive Officer
H. Dale Hall

National Director of Development
Richard B. Smith

Great Lakes/Atlantic Region

Chief Administrative Officer/
Chief Financial Officer
Earl H. Grochau

National Director of Fundraising Operations
Amy Batson

Directors of Fundraising & Volunteer Relations
Troy LaRue
Bret Plasters
Joe Rowan

National Director of Grassroots Fundraising
David Schuessler

Director of Operations (Acting)
Scott Yaich

Managing Director of Development Operations
Kathy McCollum

Managing Director of Development
Todd Bishop

Chief Conservation Officer
Paul Schmidt
Chief Communications Officer
Tom Fulgham
Chief Fundraising Officer
Jim West
Chief Information Officer
Jim Boyd
Executive Secretary
Dan Thiel
Director of Human Resources
Wayne Dierks
Director of Governmental Affairs
Gary Taylor
Chief Scientist
Dale Humburg

Managing Director of Gift Planning
Jon Rich
Senior Director of Corporate Relations
Jim Alexander
Director of Advertising
Beth Bryan
Director of Foundation Relations
Tona Simpson
Director of Membership Programs
Kevin Gaschler
Director of Stewardship
Phil Poux

Great Plains Region
Director of Fundraising & Volunteer Relations
Greg Dinkel
Director of Operations
Steve Adair
Managing Director of Development
Steve Schmitt
Southern Region
Directors of Fundraising & Volunteer Relations
Jeff Lawrence
Don Manley
Director of Operations
Tom Moorman
Managing Director of Development
Chad Manlove
Western Region
Director of Fundraising & Volunteer Relations
Jason Rounsaville

Please direct your questions regarding the
Ducks Unlimited annual report to:
Anita Tyler
Senior Manager of Development Operations
(901) 758-3871 | atyler@ducks.org
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Director of Operations
Mark Biddlecomb
Managing Director of Development
Steve Schmitt
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