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Above: Pickeral Lake on
Chen Bay WMA is packed
with emergent vegetation
that was reflooded this
spring, resulting in great
migration and summer brood
habitat for ducks and geese.
Right: Groups of blue-winged
teal and mallards were using
Pickeral Lake this spring
during the tail-end of spring
migration.

More about the Chen Bay WMA Project on page 4
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State Chair’s Chatter
I can’t believe that it was almost 20 years ago that a friend
asked me to go to a local Ducks Unlimited event. At that event,
they were looking for volunteers. I enjoyed myself, liked what
Ducks Unlimited was about and I volunteered. Since that night,
I have become more involved through the volunteer system.
My heart has a passion for the Ducks and raising money to restore our prairie and wetlands for our wildlife.

Ruth Hoefs, State Chair

Your Minnesota DU
State Committee
State Chair
Ruth Hoefs
LeCenter, MN
612-756-1500
rhoefs@mnducksvolunteer.org

State Council Chair
Brian Ross
Baxter, MN
218-825-0996
bross@mnducksvolunteer.org
State Chair Elect
Kyle Thaemlitz
Lakefield, MN
507-840-0550
kylethaemlitz@gmail.com
State Treasurer
Dan Scheffler
Dundas, MN
507-291-0311
danielscheffler1@gmail.com
State Volunteer
Recruitment Coord.
Gordon Winstanley
Minneapolis, MN
231-642-0052
gwinstanley.ducks@gmail.com

State Convention Chairs
Scott & Michelle Christensen
Litchfield, MN
320-593-8806
schristensen_du@outlook.com

State Campaign Chair
Jim Demgen
East Gull Lake, MN
218-829-7438
james.demgen@gmail.com
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I live in the southern part
of the state, in Le Sueur
County. I grew up on a dairy
farm, which I am living on
now after being gone from
my family farm for 15 years. I
crop farm winter wheat,
corn, soybeans, peas for Seneca, and this year, sweet
corn. The University of
Minnesota has a small grains
test plot on my farm, where
they plant many varieties of
winter wheat and rye, spring
wheat and oats to see which
varieties do the best in our
area of MN. I believe being a
good land steward is important, so I have several
terraces and have added a
buffer along the county ditch.
I also have a lot of animals on
Ruth by the feedlot on her farm near LeCenter. Above right: Her
my farm. I have a feedlot
with Holstein steers and have MN DU logo includes a brilliantly painted male redhead duck.
14 brood cows with calves
on pasture, and 20 plus sheep
on pasture. The sheep spend
most of the time at my
mom’s place a mile to the
east in the pasture my dad
had for his mules. Other
animals include two miniature
donkeys to protect the
sheep. And dogs, I have four
labs, one black and three
chocolate. Two of them are
over 12 years old; age is
catching up with them. Finally, I have a rat terrier that
doesn’t know she is a dog.
I look forward serving as MN
State Chair and helping with
building a group of volunteers
that have the same passion I
have for the Ducks.

Here is Ruth helping out as State Chair Elect, by being the MC at
the Southern MN DU Greenwing Dedication in July 2016.
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MN DU Strategic Plan - Major Donor Focus
The Strategic Plan focused on three key areas: 1) Increase Membership; 2) Grow
Volunteer Ranks, and 3) Major Donor Focus. To learn more about the Strategic
Plan planning process, see the Winter 2016 Cattails Newsletter. The Strategic Plan
is targeted at our volunteers, who are the grassroots base of Ducks Unlimited.
As indicated above, the third key area is: Major Donor Focus. This key area is to
capitalize on our major donor numbers in the state to get more dollars from our
existing major donors and to increase our list of major donors. The funding thrust
through this focus area is targeted at getting more dollars through the great event
system we have in Minnesota. With about 600 major donors in Minnesota (see
graph below), the revenue potential is huge, with a goal of increasing major donor
payments by $400,000 a year in 2019. The planning committee determined that, by
increasing major donor participation in giving each year, we would increase revenue dramatically. Adam Dehaan, Senior Director of Development, also coached
the committee about the opportunities for year end giving and making sure area
committees are utilizing their major donor pool to increase their event revenues.

The Strategic
Plan Goal is to
increase major
donor
payments by

$400,000 a year
through the
Armed with this information, the MN DU Strategic Plan Committee came up with three strategies to
increase membership and these are listed below;

event system.

1. Increase Major Donor Participation
Through Events

2. Increase Pledge Payments Through Events
3. Have Event System Volunteers Solicit Major
To increase major donor participation through the events, the planning committee came up with tasks of having area committees
send annual contribution letters to major donors in their area and having a end of year telethon with committees calling the major
donors. A task developed for increasing pledge payments through the events, included sending pledge payment letters to major
donors from the area chairs and regional major gift chair. Another task for this strategy was to ask major donors to make more
than just a sponsor payment of $250 at the event, but to make several sponsor payments to $1,000 or more. The third strategy
requires the committee members to personally ask those who attend the event to become a major donor by signing a pledge form.

Cattails
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Chen Bay Critical Conservation Habitat
Chen Bay Wildlife Management Area (WMA) surrounds Pickeral
Lake, in Lincoln County, northeast of the town of Lake Benton. It is
unclear how the WMA obtained the name Chen Bay, as the editor
could find no information on it, but it may be associated with a bay
on nearby Lake Benton. The project is a DU Living Lakes project
completed two years ago. It is critical conservation habitat because
it provides much needed migration and nesting habitat in southern
Minnesota. This portion of southern Minnesota contains a lot of
farmed land and a few wetlands and shallow lakes. The lakes, however, are often filled with rough fish and have limited vegetation for
ducks. This was the case with Pickeral Lake and, even though it is
surrounded by state and federal wildlife lands, it received limited use
by waterfowl in recent years.
The turbid water with limited emergent vegetation condition is
visible in the aerial photograph below taken in 2010. Also visible in
the aerial photograph are the two waterfowl production areas, Weber WPA to the north and Fox WPA to the west. The grasslands
on the WPAs and the WMA surrounding Pickeral
Lake provided good nesting habitat, but the lack of
emergent vegetation on the lake provided little
cover for duck broods. Because of the poor condition of Pickeral Lake, the Minnesota DNR requested that Ducks Unlimited design an improved
outlet with a water control structure so the lake
could be drawn down and the water levels could
be controlled to improve vegetation mass, extent,
and diversity.
DU designed the project in 2013 with Outdoor
Heritage Funds as recommended by the Lessard
Sams Outdoor Heritage Council and appropriated
by the Minnesota Legislature. Construction was
started in the fall of 2013 and consisted of about
2,000 feet of channel clearing and completion of
two control structures. One control structure is
a stop log (see photograph below) structure to

hold the water at variable levels. The other was a large
pump station, used to fully drawdown the lake. The construction was completed in 2014. The lake was then
drawn down through the summer of 2015 and into 2016.
The Cattails’ editor visited the lake in early April of this
Left: The lake had just refilled this past spring, but was
still a foot or so below the stop log outlet crest.

Cattails
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Chen Bay Critical Conservation Habitat (Continued)
year and the first birds he saw were a flock of 30
Ross’s geese coming off Pickeral Lake. The sight was
a complete surprise because with the early spring,
most of the white geese had moved through weeks
ago, but the shallow water habitat must have provided good resting habitat for the geese. In addition to
the Ross’s geese, the lake was being used by several
species of ducks including ringbills (ringed-necked
ducks), gadwalls, mallards, buffleheads, blue-winged
teal and shovelers, plus Canada geese and coots.

Above: The signature piece of a project built by Landwehr Construction
is this metal plate with the Ducks Unlimited Logo.
Below: Several species of ducks go aerial over Pickeral Lake.

What was especially encouraging was the obvious use
the lake was going to have for breeding ducks. As
the editor walked around the lake, every 50 yards or
so a breeding pair of mallards would get up out of the
emergent vegetation indicating the spacing of nesting
pairs. Some of blue-winged teal will also likely stick
around for nesting as well as some of the ringednecked ducks, even though this area is near the
southern extent of their breeding range. Another
encouraging sign was the several pheasants that got
up at the editor’s feet from the cattails at lake’s edge.
With the new water control structure, Pickeral Lake
will be providing Chen Bay Critical Conservation
Habitat for years to come.

These
DU projects
provide some of the
best ringed-necked
pheasant habitat in
southern
Minnesota.
Below: A hen pheasant, one of several, that was flushed at the
editor’s feet makes its way across the Pickeral Lake basin.

Above: Pairs of mallards kept jumping up from the cattails every
50 yards or so indicating the spacing of the nesting territories.

Cattails
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Project Hall of Fame—Lovell Lake WPA
Ducks Unlimited has been conserving habitat in Minnesota since 1984.
There are literally hundreds of DU projects scattered across Minnesota. In fact,
many of the water control structures on waterfowl production areas (WPAs),
national wildlife refuges (NWRs), and state wildlife management areas (WMAs)
were designed and built as DU projects. This column is a regular feature devoted to describing some of these older projects.
The Lovell Lake WPA project was designed in 1984 and constructed in 1985,
Water Control
being the ninth project DU completed in MN. The project is located in Stearns
Structure
County, five miles north of Freeport and was completed in partnership with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Fritz, the MN DU Cattails dog, indicates (USFWS). It was a smaller project
he found the water control structure.
by DU standards with total construction costs being only a little
over $28,000 and the cost paid by
DU. The construction involved
3,350 cubic yards of channel excavation and building a large embankment with a 48-inch diameter Corrugated Metal Pipe (CMP) riser and
an 18-inch CMP outlet pipe for the control structure. The embankment required 1,000
cubic yards of soil placement. The wetland contains 21 surface acres at the normal service elevation. The contractor was Commerford Construction, out of Danvers.
This project is interesting because it shows how the USFWS can use easements to expand its habitat management objectives.
The outlet to the basin and the control structure are on the WPA property owned by the U.S. government, while the rest of the
basin is on private property. Easements on the private property (see aerial map above) around the basin allows the USFWS to manage the basin and limits the private landowner from affecting the basin. The landowner can still cultivate some of the easement area
and pasture cattle on the land adjacent to the basin, cannot drain
the basin. Another wetland basin to the southeast is also protected by an easement. Several pairs of mallards were using
these two wetland basins this past May.

Above: There is a large band of thick wetland vegetation surrounding the basin and also a grassland buffer on most sides.
Above: A pair of yellow-headed
blackbirds were nesting at the
restored basin, which is unusual
because they are usually not
found this far east.
Left: This photograph shows the
embankment with the outlet
channel on the right and left and
the water control structure riser
in the right center.
Cattails
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Duck Lake Project Dedication
MN DU has been doing a project dedication yearly for the last
several years and last year’s dedication was Duck Lake in Crow Wing
County. The dedications are done to honor our major donors, generate fundraising momentum, thank our partners, and highlight the
great work DU is doing in the state. The Duck Dedication met all
the objectives in a wonderful fashion.
Duck Lake is one of northern Minnesota’s many wild rice lakes; it,
however, had a history of poor wild rice production because of an
outlet control structure installed by the MN DNR in the 1950s. The
lake had been legally drained in the early 1900s and the DNR installed a structure to restore the lake. Unfortunately, it was not
understood at the time that stagnant high water is not good for wild
rice. The sheet pile structure did not allow the lake level to drop in
the summer, which benefits wild rice. The DNR, as part of the DU/
DNR wild rice lake management program, asked DU to assist them
with the project. Rod Ustipak, DU’s wild rice contractor and expert,
believed the best method to restore the wild rice production was to
remove the structure and design a natural outlet that would allow the
lake to drain down in the summer. The project was completed in
2009 and the results have been fabulous, with a major resurgence of
wild rice as seen in the photograph to the right taken in August 2011.
The dedication event was more than two years in the making, with
discussions beginning in the spring of 2014 as to where to have the
northern Minnesota dedication. The 2016 dedication was to be the
first major donor dedication to be held in northern Minnesota. After the location was chosen in spring of 2015, the serious work
began of deciding on a location for the cairn, checking with our DNR partners for permission, raising funds, and preparing a list of
major donors who wanted to be on the cairn. With these tasks completed by the spring of 2016, the final date was chosen and the
plaque was finalized. The plaque needed to be displayed and it was decided a large rock would be best for the Duck Lake location.
The rock was selected and brought to the site. A local masonry company, Emily Masonry, was coordinated to attached the plaque to the rock;
they ended up donating the work to DU, which was hugely appreciated.
Finally, the invites (see invite to right) were prepared and sent out to our
partners, major donors, legislators, and the media.

The duck lake cairn was one of the first in MN to use a large rock for
the plaque. Here Luke Genz of Emily Masonry drills holes to insert the
anchor bolts for the plaque. His company donated their time and materials to DU for the work; Thank you Luke and company.

Cattails
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Duck Lake Dedication (continued)
The Duck Lake Dedication was held September 11, 2016.
Yes, fifteen years to the day after the horrible terrorist
attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.
The date was chosen to avoid conflicts with wild rice harvesting of early September and the Youth Waterfowl Hunt
the day before. Because of the infamy of the date, a moment of silence was held to remember the victims of that
terrible day. The event was very well attended by nearly
50 folks with many DU major donors, several DNR staff,
and a few dignitaries.

State Chair at the time, Brian Ross, was the Master of Ceremonies
and here is introducing the dignitaries and attendees.

Attendees
included many
DU major
donors, several
DNR staff, and
a few
dignitaries.

and good networking completed.
Mayor Bob Anderson, from International Falls was there to talk
about the importance of the Outdoor Heritage und in getting projects like Duck Lake completed.
DNR Assistant Commissioner,
Sarah Strommen, discuss the importance of projects like Duck
Lake and DNR Regional Wildlife
Manager, Dave Ofelt, provided
some history about the lake and
the project, as well as highlighted
the DU/DNR partnership.

Unfortunately, the 2016 wild rice crop was a bust because
a 8-inch rainfall in July flooded out the wild rice and destroyed a banner crop. Even so, ducks were still using the
lake as the decaying wild rice plants provided good food
for invertebrates that ducks love to eat. The lack of wild
rice did not put a damper on the event as the focus was on
the people who attended. Many acquaintances were made

Above: Major donors in attendance gather around the cairn.

If you are interested in attending a
dedication or getting your name on
a cairn, contact our Directors of
Development, Adam Dehaan or
Dominic Lawrence.

Above: The rock and cairn are a nice addition to the WMA
signage. Right: The triangle shows the dedication location.

Cattails
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Minnesota Artists’ Corner—Dan Wiemer
Dan Wiemer is based in Red Wing, MN and says this about his work: ""For me,
the process is the product. My work is a reflection and response of my love of
the natural world.” Dan considers himself primarily a landscape artist, and he
paints both on location (plein air) and in the studio. Working primarily in water
media, he utilizes the opaque nature of acrylic and the transparent qualities of
watercolor to create contrasts. His work reflects an energy and directness, as
he plays with the shapes and textures of the landscapes. In Dan’s words, “I'm
especially inspired by edges—not only edges of shapes, but edges of places –
where the water meets the rocks, where the Canadian Shield rock meets the
pines, where the woods meet the prairie. I try to find rhythms in the scene that
translate into exciting motifs. I don't try to replicate nature, I try to distill,
stylize, and give the viewer my interpretation, something they can be a part of."
Trained as a graphic designer (B.A. Iowa State
University), Dan Wiemer's career evolved from a
commercial art director/graphic designer to freelance
Illustrator in 1988 and now as a full time fine artist.
As a past president of the Minnesota Watercolor
Society, he saw the endless variety of ways to handle
watermedia. Dan continues to share his talents with
other artists as a workshop instructor.
Artwork provided courtesy of Dan Weimer and
Wild Wings, LLC, Lake City, Minnesota.
800-445-4833
www.wildwings.com

Above: This painting “The Wise One—Raven” highlights
Dan’s unique style and imagery.
Cattails

Above: “Homecoming—Canoe” shows Weimer’s focus on the edges, where rock meets spruce and rock meets water.

Above: A work titled “Night Light– Northern Lights”.
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MN Decoy at the DU Washington, D.C. Office
Ducks Unlimited, Inc. moved to a new Washington, D.C, office last year, in
an area closer to the U.S. Capital and federal government offices. As part of
the move, the DU policy staff decided to have an antique decoy display, with
a decoy representing each state. To accomplish this, DU President Paul
Bonderson, Jr. sent a letter to each state chair asking for their assistance in
finding a decoy to represent their state. They were looking for hand carved,
classic, vintage working decoys that would also be unique.
State Chair Brian Ross took on the task by contacting DU volunteers and
others who might want to donate or loan a decoy for the collection, but did
not have a good response. He then contacted the President of the MinnesoAbove: The MN decoy is a Novotny green-winged ta Decoy Collectors Association (MDCA), John Southworth. John put the
word out to his members, but did not any
teal. The decoy includes an unique combing paint
nibbles either. Through the grapevine, howtechnique on the side and back of the decoy.
ever, State Chair Ross heard about a decoy
collection of Dick Burst, an avid hunter and decoy collector,
Right: The MN decoy on display with
who was a Corporate VP with 3M. Dick had passed away in
others from around the country in
January 2016. John put Ross in touch with Jo Brust, Dick’s
the lobby of the DU Governmental
widow. She and her family graciously offered to loan a deAffairs Office seen below.
coy to DU for display in our DC office.
The decoy chosen by the Brust family is extremely unique
and a very rare decoy as well. It is a hand carved greenwinged teal decoy, made by Joe Novotny (1884 -1924) in the
early 1920s. The Novotny brothers lived in St. Paul and had
a sporting goods store at 324 Jackson Street in downtown
St. Paul. Emil owned the store and Joe was a gunsmith and
carved decoys. MN DU is extremely grateful to the Brust
Family for their kind gesture.

Volunteer Spotlight—Kevin Prouty
Kevin’s introduction to DU came when he attended the Forest
Lake Chapter’s Sponsor Banquet, somewhere in the neighborhood of
20 years ago. After that introduction, he attended the next Fall banquet and checked the registration card in the box for volunteering. The next Sponsors banquet Kevin attended as a committee
member and, in the fall, began his position as co-chair of the committee, which he did for two years. Then, he took over as Committee
Chair, a position he has held for several years. A few years later his
RD, Mike Dvorak, began calling him to help out at other events, with
two days’ notice. His next position was Zone Chair, which he held for
three years. Then Kevin was moved to the position of Regional Vice
Chair for the Metro region. During this time, the regional borders
were changed and he is now also acting as the Regional Vice Chair for
the southern part of the Northeast Region. Kevin also works various
special events and is involved with planning for the State Convention.
In his “spare” time, Kevin is involved in training and running laborador retrievers in Field Trials and Hunt Tests. He has also been a Firearm Safety instructor for 20 years. His specialty in class is waterfowl.

Cattails

Here is Kevin with his award winning field
trial and hunt test dog, Birddog’s Tank.
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Reeds MN DU Committee Connection
Many MN DU volunteers know about the great partnership we
have with Reeds Family Outdoor Outfitters. They provide a great
service to MN DU by being the licensed firearm dealer at many of
our banquets and other events. This allows firearm winners to take
their prize home with them that night, providing they pass the background check. More importantly, they also team with MN DU on
the Great Gun Giveaway, the Cast and Blast Giveaway, the sponsor
gun raffle, and the state calendar raffle programs. In all these raffles,
Reed’s provides special pricing to MN DU to give us a variety of gun
choices and enhance our fundraising efforts. Firearms winners can
get the firearm shipped to their local dealer for pick-up. This has
been a win-win for MN DU and Reeds.

The iconic Reeds building in downtown Walker is a must see
when anyone visits the Leech Lake area.

What some volunteers may not know is your committee can go
to Reed’s in Walker with your committee merchandise budget and get special deals on merchandise for your event. The merchandise includes everything from hunting equipment to recreational toys and everything in between. Reeds makes special purchases for
sale to DU committees and buys in bulk to get special pricing.
The senior volunteers attending the 2016 Summer State Council Meeting were given a tour of the Reed’s facilities, which included
the warehouses. The size of the warehouses is amazing (see photographs below) with aisle after aisle of sporting goods. From the
warehouses, Reeds ships merchandise all over the country using a state-of-the-art tracking system. Reeds has 70 employees in Walker with many working at the warehouse. The tour also included the main store, where the firearms are stored. Again, the number
of guns and other goods was amazing. Finally, the tour ended with time for shopping using the coupons the tour group received.

The inconspicuous outside of the warehouse complex belies the
importance of the buildings to the DU and Reeds.

The master salesman, Jeff Arnold (facing the camera), the founder
of Reeds, put on a sales show as he rattled off deals and prices to
the unsuspecting volunteers during the warehouse tour.

Cattails

Yeti coolers of every size were stacked to the rafters in
the Yeti section of the warehouse.
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MN HIGHLIGHTS AT THE DU NATIONAL CONVENTION

Minnesota’s State Campaign Committee was again incredibly
successful and was recognized as the #3 in the nation.

UMD made the Ducks University Sweet 16 last year as shown at
the DU Annual Meeting Awards Presentation.

MN DU was also well represented in the Presidents Roll of
Honor Chapters with six chapters making the list. The Roll
of Honor is for those chapters making $65,000 to $99,000.
Cattails

Minnesota also had the #8 Greenwing Event in the country
by the Sherburn Chapter in southern MN. The award is
based on the number of Greenwings attending and revenue.

There were five Diamond Events recognized for Minnesota,
which is individual events that made over $75,000..

The Presidents Elite Chapters, for chapters that made more than
$100,000, were also well represented, with four MN chapters.
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MINNESOTANS AT THE NATIONAL CONVENTION

MN DU Ladies enjoying the preconvention wine tasting tour at
the Grape Creek Vineyards, Fredricksburg, TX, include, from
left, Carol Demgen, Ruth Hoefs, Leslie Arnold, and Kris Ross.

Billy Aldinger, Jr. (center) accepts his Heritage Sponsor ($75,000
Level) plaque from President Paul Bonderson (left) and DU CEO
Dale Hall during the General Business Meeting.

Jim Demgen receives a canvasback decoy for his efforts as State
Campaign Committee Chair in getting the MN DU to #3 in the
nation for major donor recruitment and gifts.

Past State Chair Brian Ross accepts the Top Ten State Award
for the Minnesota team. Minnesota was #6 in the nation.

Past State
Chair Brian
Ross also
accepted
the Silver
State Award
for MN DU
increasing
members,
revenue,
and major
donors last
year.
Here are all or nearly all the Minnesotans getting ready for social hour
at the National Convention Gala Banquet at the Marriott Ballroom.

Cattails

Official Newsletter of Minnesota Ducks Unlimited

The DU national

convention was
held in San
Antonio, TX
from June 1
through
June 3, 2017.

You are Ducks Unlimited

MINNESOTA
DUCKSUNLIMITED
6101 Kaymar Drive
Edina, MN 55436

Ducks Unlimited is the world's largest non-profit organization dedicated to
conserving North America's continually disappearing waterfowl habitats. Established in 1937, Ducks Unlimited has conserved more than 13 million acres,
thanks to contributions from more than a million supporters across the continent. Guided by science and dedicated to program efficiency, DU works toward the vision of wetlands sufficient to fill the skies with waterfowl today,
tomorrow and forever.

Phone: 952-820-8174
Email: mndu@mtn.org

ducks.org

For articles and inserts, please
send to Cattails Editor:
Brian Ross
14380 Memorywood Drive
Baxter, MN 56425

The Ducks Unlimited Living Lakes Initiative in Minnesota and Iowa was highlighted during the General Business Meeting at the DU National Convention in San Antonio, Texas
and included recognizing all our corporate funding, pubic funding, and agency partners.

Phone: 218-825-0996
E-mail:
bross@mnducksvolunteer.org
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