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INVEST IN DUCKS UNLIMITED

THE PLATTE.
a river for the ducks
a mile wide and an inch deep
too thin to plow and too thick to drink

No matter how folks describe it, the Platte River is as vital to the
ducks as it is to United States history. Running through Colorado,
Nebraska and Wyoming, the Platte’s waters led the way for the Pony
Express and settlers following the Oregon and Mormon trails.

The Platte River

VALUABLE MIGRATION HABITAT
ALL BUT DRIED UP

The river’s shallowness creates perfect spring
migration habitat, some of the continent’s best.
However, growing demands for water could
leave waterfowl high and dry.
The long queue for water in Colorado
The Platte is an oasis for waterfowl in this arid state. But the everincreasing need to serve Colorado’s exploding urban population at
times reduces the river’s flows to a mere trickle.
With so many demands, waterfowl and other wildlife could end up
relegated to the end of a very long list of water users. Thanks to Ducks
Unlimited forging some unique partnerships, ducks will still have
places of refuge on their long journey north to the breeding grounds.
DU is working with major Colorado water users – farmers, cities,
industrial, school districts, etc. – to help them get even more water for
their needs, while providing water for ducks. This work is assisted by
the Platte River Recovery Plan, which essentially requires those who
pull water out of the river to put back half of the water they use. DU
helps water users accomplish this by building wetlands that will fi lter
water through an underground aquifer back into the river.
These partnerships are a win-win for all – good for water users
and good for the ducks.

Over the next ﬁve years,
Ducks Unlimited’s goal for
its Platte River Initiative is
to conserve 40,000 acres.
During ﬁscal year 2009, we
expect to protect 1,300 acres,
enhance 1,455 acres and
provide technical assistance
on 6,400 acres for the Platte
River Initiative.
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YOUR SUPPORT is vital to the future of the continent’s duck populations.
YOUR LEGACY to the Platte River can start today.

Nebraska. Where millions are looking to land.
Each spring the skies over Nebraska darken as 5 to 10 million
waterfowl stop to feed and rest on their way to northern nesting
grounds. This mass migration includes 90 percent of the midcontinent’s white-fronted goose population and the largest
concentration of sandhill cranes, about 500,000, in the world.
That’s a lot of mouths to feed and why DU’s work to
protect and restore habitat along the Platte River in Nebraska is
so vital to the future of waterfowl.
In the past, annual flooding kept plants from taking
hold in the Platte. Today reduced flooding and lower flows
from increased water withdrawals have allowed invasive
trees and plants to choke many stretches of the river,
reducing habitat for waterfowl.
DU is helping conservation-minded landowners free the
river of unwanted vegetation and restore wetlands and side
channels along the Platte. Restoring the river to its original
splendor means more waterfowl will arrive on the breeding
grounds healthy and ready to nest.

YOU are vital to future duck populations
The challenges along the Platte River are great. This river is the
last resting stop for most waterfowl on their way to the prairies.
The Platte is vital to future waterfowl populations and your
major donor support is vital to the Platte.
You can make a lasting difference to waterfowl across the
continent. None of DU’s important work along the Platte River
happens without the support of Major Sponsors like you.
It takes broad support from many sources to provide the
habitat on which ducks and other wildlife depend. Major Sponsors,
however, are the most important piece of the funding puzzle.

CONTACT:

Kirk Davidson (CO/NM): 303-927-1949; kdavidson@ducks.org
Ron Stromstad (NE): 952-236-0638; rstromstad@ducks.org
Adam DeHaan (IA/MN/NE): 763-688-0519; adehaan@ducks.org
Dave Afton (MT/ND/SD/WY): 701-355-3511; dafton@ducks.org

The Platte River

MESSAGE FROM THE CONSERVATION MANAGERS
It takes a village, a farm and a few wetlands…to maintain a river
The Platte River’s limited water resource is drying up and flowing away from wildlife. A
recent and shocking revelation from the Colorado Water Conservation Board indicated
the Platte River basin will run out of water for the region’s exploding population by 2020.
That’s only 10 years from now and 10 years shorter than originally predicted!
Ducks Unlimited is following the water to get more of it for wildlife. We have
established ourselves as leaders in water conservation capable of delivering a very simple
solution to highly complex water shortage issues. Ducks Unlimited projects augment
river flows and assure a beautiful Colorado and Wyoming. Through innovative business
approaches, DU can supply habitat for waterfowl while providing much-needed water to
cities, as well as agricultural and industrial businesses.
Who would have guessed our “duck pond” would allow the Weld County School
District to provide water for playing fields and a wetland “classroom?” Or farmers would
look at our projects not as wasteland but as an important part of their retirement “401(k)?”
As a lifelong Colorado resident and son of a former Ducks Unlimited regional
director, Willi Schmidt understands the threats to this beautiful landscape. He sees the loss
of habitat due to water shortages and mushrooming population growth. Having provided
DU with conservation easements and wetland projects, Willi has an intimate knowledge of
our program and recognizes DU as a leader capable of saving the South Platte River. He’s
putting his family foundation to work for DU and is challenging you to do the same.
We have incredible opportunities ahead of us. Our unique approach, caring donors
and partners will help us succeed.

GREG KERNOHAN
Colorado, Wyoming
Manager of Conservation Programs
970-221-9863
gkernohan@ducks.org

Restoring Nebraska’s unique habitat for the birds
The Platte River is one of the most unique ecosystems in North America. The millions of
migrating birds that feed there each spring also make it one of the most important.
Unlike many rivers, the Platte in Nebraska is a slow-moving, wide and shallow river
with a sand and gravel bottom. Early settlers found extensive sandbars and channels.
Unfortunately, because of changes within the watershed that have altered natural flows,
the river has become choked with wide-ranging stands of trees and perennial plants.
These changes have reduced waterfowl habitat along the river.
The good news is DU and our conservation partners are working hard to remove
invasive vegetation and restore shallow wetlands and sandbar habitat needed by waterfowl
and other migratory birds.
In this progress report, you’ll read about landowners, like the Kugler family, cleaning
out unwanted trees from their stretch of the river, restoring wetlands, and protecting
habitat for future generations. We feature the Platte River Habitat Foundation, which saved
DU from losing a conservation opportunity, and Norris Marshall, the foundation’s director,
who has had a lifetime of involvement in DU. Also pay attention to our story about the
Rogert family who generously donated land along the Platte to DU’s conservation work.
DU and its great conservation partners recognize there are few rivers like the
Platte and that it’s one of the most important to restore and protect for North America’s
migratory waterfowl.

STEVE DONOVAN
Nebraska
Manager of Conservation Programs
308-383-8075
sdonovan@ducks.org
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Irrigating, Drinking or Dabbling,
WETLANDS ARE THE SOLUTION
Water is serious business in Colorado.
Every drop pulled out of the South Platte
River must be accounted for under
Colorado water laws established in 1876.
Today, the South Platte’s water is “over-appropriated.” Farmers,
cities, schools and industry are looking for more water during
high-use times. Ducks Unlimited offers them a way to meet
their needs while also providing waterfowl habitat.
Water demand is a matter of timing in Colorado. By taking
advantage of low-demand times, DU can provide for the needs
of people and waterfowl. DU helps water-users build water augmentation projects using recharge wetlands. The wetlands are
fi lled with water from the river during low-need times. This
water will seep into the underground aquifer and eventually
back into the river (see Wetland Augmentation project
graph). The wetlands are flooded in late winter for migrating
ducks at a time when farmers are not irrigating and water
levels are high. The water makes its way back into the river
in time to irrigate crops.
Water users receive credits for the water put into recharge
wetlands, credits they can later use to irrigate their crops or
share with neighboring farms, cities and industry.
Colorado water rights are a valuable asset. DU is competing
with water developers, offering premium dollars for water.
Eighty percent of the water rights in Colorado are owned by
agricultural producers, who often see them as their retirement
plan. When DU staff meet with landowners in Colorado to talk
about wetland restoration projects, the one comment heard
without fail is, “Don’t mess with my 401(k).”

By building recharge wetlands, DU can actually help landowners get more value from their water resources. DU is also
working to convince cities that augmentation projects can help
with their municipal water needs.
An innovative team of water experts has been formed with
funding from the Colorado Water Conservation Board to help
educate water users about these new options. The team, which
includes DU, Colorado Corn Growers Association, Brown and
Caldwell Consulting, the City of Aurora and Colorado State
University, is constructing demonstration wetland projects.
DU and our partners are providing landowners new opportunities to maximize their water supplies to meet future needs
and provide long-term income. Building a wetland augmentation project can in fact help landowners diversify their 401(k)s.

WETLAND AUGMENTATION
In wetland augmentation projects, recharge wetlands are built near
the river. Water users ﬁll the ponds during times when they least need
the water. The water then works its way back to the river to recharge
it. The water user gets credits for any water put into the pond, which
can be used to get water out of the river at high-demand times.

The Platte River
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FOOTBALL AND WATERFOWL MAKE
STRANGE PARTNERS IN COLORADO

What’s good for the duck is good for the pigskin.
Working with the Central Colorado Water Conservation District, Ducks Unlimited
will provide water for both waterfowl and to irrigate the Weld County School
District sports fields.
“Water conservation district dollars will allow us to build a two-acre wetland
next to the school,” said Matt Reddy, regional biologist for DU in Colorado.
“We can help them put water on the wetland in the winter to build the credits they
need to water their football field the following summer.”
The Central Colorado Water Conservation District funds water conservation
projects like this to make the best use of Colorado’s limited water resources.
“This project makes perfect sense for Colorado,” said Kathryn Parker, external
affairs specialist for CCWCD. “With growing water needs in our state, playing fields
for children are often not able to be watered. But children will get room to exercise, and
Colorado will be able to add back some of its disappearing waterfowl habitat.”
CCWCD, DU and the school district plan to also use the wetland as a site for
some hands-on environmental education.
You may contact Matt Reddy at 970-221-9862 or mreddy@ducks.org

THE RESOURCE
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ALONG FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS

The late Francis and Bill
Griﬃth were Ducks Unlimited
Life Sponsors and that legacy
continues through their
Ludlow-Griﬃth Foundation.
The Griﬃth’s grandson, Willi Schmidt, says they
enjoyed the outdoors. “They
would be proud to be a part
of saving habitat and bringing
wetlands back,” Schmidt said.
Schmidt also developed a
love for the outdoors from his
grandparents and his father,
a former DU regional director,
who made sure he had an
opportunity to spend time in
the outdoors.
At National Convention,
Willi Schmidt announced a
$100,000 challenge. If DU
raises $200,000 in Colorado,
$100,000 will be added to
the fundraising eﬀort.
The Denver foundation’s
major gift will support DU work
along the South Platte River.
“Now my kids are showing an interest, and we want
to leave something behind
that they and future generations can enjoy,” he said.
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FOUNDATION PARTNER
HELPS EXPAND PROTECTION AND PUBLIC USE
When Ducks Unlimited’s Steve Donovan
heard seven Nebraska tracts of land
along the Platte River were up for
auction, he knew he had to act fast.

The urgency was increased by the fact that two of the
tracts were adjacent to the Bassway Strip Wildlife
Management Area in Buffalo County. “We had the funds
available to bid on one or two of the tracts, but there
wasn’t enough time to meet certain purchasing requirements,” Donovan said. “We knew we needed a partner to
step forward to help us out, and we needed one fast.”
That is when Donovan called Norris Marshall, director
of the Platte River Habitat Foundation to ask for assistance.
“This project fit like a glove; Steve had the plan and the
foundation had the ability to make the purchase,” Marshall
said. “It was the perfect combination of the foundation’s
vision and DU’s conservation priorities on the Platte River.”
Marshall made an agreement with DU to attend the
auction on behalf of the Platte River Habitat Foundation
and bid on the properties. The foundation won the bid
on a 55-acre tract along the north channel of the Platte
River, and the acquisition was completed in May 2008.

Funds from a North American Wetlands Conservation
Act grant were used to help complete the purchase.
“We protected a significant section of the Platte
River, and it will be incorporated into an already protected public area,” Donovan said. “We could not have
accomplished this without the participation of Mr.
Marshall and the Platte River Habitat Foundation.”
As part of the agreement, the foundation gifted the
property to the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
In July 2008, the NGPC board of commissioners
approved the gift and will integrate the property into the
Bassway Strip WMA, which is open for public use.
“We like working with DU because they have a balanced
approach to habitat management that benefits many species,
and their interest in improving public wildlife areas aligns with
the foundation’s goals of protecting public use,” Marshall said.
Bassway Strip WMA offers an array of public outdoor
recreation opportunities, including fishing and waterfowl,
upland game and deer hunting.

Norris Marshall, director of the Platte River Habitat Foundation,
partnered with Ducks Unlimited to purchase a 55-acre tract along the
Platte River to be added to the Bassway Strip WMA.

The Platte River
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DU LIFE SPONSOR SHARES HIS
PASSION FOR THE PLATTE RIVER
“The Platte River is my hobby,
whether it is conservation,
preservation or recreation, I
just enjoy being on the river,”
– Norris Marshall

A lifetime on the Platte River has made Norris Marshall a true proponent for
conservation of the river’s natural resources. Currently a DU Life Sponsor,
Norris has had a lifetime of involvement and interest in Ducks Unlimited.
Growing up near Elm Creek, Nebraska, Norris hunted ducks on the
Platte with his family and friends. He also spent as much time as he
could on the river learning about the animals that depend on the river
and watching it change over time. Today he enjoys taking people for
airboat rides to show them first-hand the value of the Platte River for
wildlife and the people of Nebraska.
Norris and his wife Lori now live in Kearney, Nebraska and own
a small piece of river ground. As a landowner and DU supporter,
Norris wants to help rehabilitate habitats along the Platte not only for
waterfowl but also for deer, furbearers and other wildlife in the area.
“I like the cooperative strategy DU has for its habitat programs and
conservation plans,” Norris said. “DU incorporates habitats for multiple
species, they combine their goals with the lanowner’s goals and they
are good neighbors.”
Norris is a true friend to the ducks and an asset to Platte River
communities. With his drive to protect the river he treasures, the wildlife
and people along the Platte River will benefit from his contributions long
into the future.
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ROGERTS LEAVE LEGACY FOR WILDLIFE
The Rogerts, from Waterloo, Nebraska, are long-time supporters of
DU who feel strongly about protecting the Platte River. Their wish
is to ensure the Platte functions as productive waterfowl and wildlife habitat so their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren
will experience the same joys they have from this amazing river.
Don and Lois come from a family of outdoor enthusiasts. “All
of our kids and our grandkids have learned to hunt on the Platte
River, and we want to protect this unique area,” Don said.
“The property contains a half mile of river frontage along the
Platte, with an island in the river and opportunities to restore additional wetlands,” said Jonas Davis, DU regional biologist.
DU will protect the Rogert land, near North Bend, Nebraska,
with a perpetual conservation easement and then sell the property to
a conservation buyer as part of DU’s revolving lands strategy. The proceeds from the sale will be used for additional conservation efforts
along the Platte River, which is very important to Don and Lois.

“Our kids would get out of school on Friday and go down

With a gift of 168 acres to Ducks
to the river, and we wouldn’t see them until Sunday evening,”

Unlimited, Don and Lois Rogert
Don said. “It is a great place to raise a family.”

leave a lasting legacy that will perpetuate their passion for wildlife
conservation and the outdoors.

The Platte River provides important migration and wintering habitat for waterfowl and other wildlife. Gifts of land or other property
are a wonderful way for landowners like the Rogerts to support DU.
This gift from Don and Lois will have far-reaching implications
for waterfowl and other wildlife in Nebraska and beyond.
Contact: Jonas Davis
308-379-1163 | jdavis@ducks.org

Most Ducks Unlimited conservation

Most land DU owns is open to public walk-

DU’s sister organization, Ducks Unlimited

projects occur on land owned by others,

in hunting by permission through our Great

Canada, owns approximately 300,000 acres

including public lands administered by state

Plains Regional Oﬃce. DU does not reserve

of land, mostly in the vital breeding grounds

and federal agencies and private lands.

special hunting or other privileges.

of the prairie provinces.

The Platte River
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CONSERVATION-MINDED LANDOWNER
PROTECTS HIS PART OF THE PLATTE
Lane Kugler has some favorite hunting
spots on his 190-acre Nebraska property
along the Platte River and has worked
to restore this great waterfowl habitat.
Now the Kugler family is protecting their
investment in the land with a Ducks
Unlimited conservation easement.
“This conservation easement in Dawson
County is significant because it is adjacent to
the Darr Strip Wildlife Management Area,
making it part of a large contiguous block
of wildlife habitat dedicated to long-term
protection,” said Steve Donovan, DU manager
of conservation programs in Nebraska.
The Platte River provides one of the last
crucial stop-over sites during spring migration before ducks and geese head north to
the nesting grounds. Despite significant loss
of flows and available wetland habitat, the
Platte continues to be essential to the Central
Flyway population of migratory birds.
DU is working to protect private
lands within this significant landscape
using conservation easements. A conservation easement can provide tax benefits to
landowners and protect the property in its
natural, undeveloped state while the land
remains privately owned. Most importantly,
a conservation easement provides landowners “peace of mind” knowing their river
ground will provide valuable habitat forever

A conservation easement is a perpetual legal
agreement that a property owner makes to
restrict the type and amount of development
that may take place on the property.

and leave a legacy for future generations.
Currently, DU has protected 2,506 acres
along the Platte River in Nebraska through
conservation easements and plans to protect
an additional 1,200 acres during 2009.
The Kugler family has already made
some improvements, including tree clearing
and slough restoration. Continued restoration efforts are planned to further improve
the property for migrating waterfowl. This
conservation easement was made possible by
funding assistance from the North American
Waterfowl Conservation Act, Nebraska
Environmental Trust and the dedication of
the landowner to preserving habitat for ducks
and geese that visit Nebraska each migration.

Lane Kugler
overlooks one of his
favorite hunting spots
on the Platte River
190-acre Kugler
family property
recently protected
through the Ducks
Unlimited Conservation
Easement Program

OUR DONORS AND PARTNERS
Sherwin & Kaycie Artus
Darrell & Danielle Beck
Beer Creek Ranch, LLC
Bradley & Amy Billingsley
Mike & Susan Blaha
Kay Church
Colorado Realty and Land Company
Peter & Marilyn Coors
Scott A. Cunningham
Dalankco, L.L.C.
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Norris & Lori Marshall
Tate & Eileen McCoy
Scott McGraw
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River Valley Group, LLC
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Lynn & Lynn Shore

Gregg A. Silverberg
Jim L. James Smith
James Stuart, Jr. & Susan Stuart Foundation
Gregory D. Wilson
John P. Wold
Charles P. Woods
Beebe Draw Gun Club, Inc.
Central Colorado Water Conservancy District
Central Platte Natural Resources District
City of Brush, Colorado
Colorado Corn Growers Association
Colorado Department of Natural Resources
Colorado Division of Wildlife
Colorado Water Conservation Board
Colorado Wildlife Heritage Foundation
Dow Chemical
Drakeland Farms, LLC
Golden Eagle Ranch, LLC
High Plains Weed Management Association
Lower South Platte Water Conservancy Board
National Audubon Society, Rowe Sanctuary
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
The Nature Conservancy
Nebraska Environmental Trust
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
North American Wetlands Conservation Council
Pheasants Forever, Inc.
Platte River Basin Environments, Inc.
Platte River Habitat Foundation
Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust
Platte Valley Weed Management Association
Playa Lakes Joint Venture
Rainwater Basin Joint Venture
River Valley Group, LLC
Scotts Bluff County Weed Control Authority
South Platte Water Related Activities Program
Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
U.S. Bureau of Land Management
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Union Mutual Ditch Company
USFWS Partners for Fish and Wildlife
Wal-Mart Foundation
Wyoming Wildlife and Natural Resource Trust
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The Leader in Wetlands Conservation

Follow your passion
Support the ducks
If you’re reading this publication, chances are you are
passionate about waterfowl. Follow that passion and
support the ducks.
Supporting the work of Ducks Unlimited can
take many forms, from going to DU banquets to
becoming a Major Sponsor. If you are already a Major
Sponsor, why not consider taking it to the next level or
committing to an annual gift to DU?

Ron Stromstad (MN/IA/NE )
Sr. Director of Development
952-236-0638
rstromstad@ducks.org
Adam DeHaan (MN/IA/NE)
Director of Development
763-688-0519
adehaan@ducks.org

Your gift can also take many forms–
from cash to appreciated securities to land.

Dave Afton (ND/SD/WY)
Director of Development

We’re in a challenging economy right now, and if
your passion runs high for conservation of waterfowl
and their habitats–don’t wait. The needs of habitat
for waterfowl continue as never before. Others will
hesitate; that’s why we need you.
Please take the leap to develop your conservation
legacy by contacting your local development director.
Your journey through gifting to conservation will be
one of satisfaction and joy.

Great Plains Regional Oﬃce

2525 River Road

www.ducks.org

Bismarck, ND
58503-9011
Phone: 701-355-3500

701-355-3511
dafton@ducks.org
Kirk W. Davidson (CO/NM)
Director of Development
303-927-1949
kdavidson@ducks.org
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