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Habitat conditions are good along the British Columbia coast and in the central Interior,
with conditions ranging from fair to good in the southern and southeast Interior.
Conditions remain variable in the Western Boreal Forest at present. Inthe prairies,
snow accumulations remain well below average and more precipitation is needed to
improve conditions before spring migration. The parklands are generally rated as good
or better. Eastern Canada has received significant snowfall since January, and
conditionsin the region are generally very good.

Conditions have been wet and mild this winteroastalBritish Columbia, but
snowfall was relatively low over the past monthgd aeccumulations are below average
along the south coast and at lower elevations.hétiglevation snow packs are still
above normal, and spring water conditions are rpeeted to be limiting. Wetlands
remain ice-free and productive with the warmingpenatures. Many agricultural cover
crops in the Lower Mainland have been consumedulngty waterfowl as they store up
fuel for the pending migration. Marine habitatslwdon be brimming with Pacific
herring spawn which provides an abundant food sofacwintering and migrating sea
ducks.

Snowfall was variable this winter in the centrakhior, but generally average overall.
The frost seal was likely good, and spring halatatditions are expected to be good as
well. In the southern Interior snowfall was ab@werage in the Thompson drainage, but
below average in the Okanagan. Spring conditioe®gpected to reflect this variability.
Snow accumulation was very low in the past montthésoutheast Interior, and has
been below average overall. Given the apparent fpost seal, spring conditions are
expected to be below average in the region.

Generally, snowfall has been near normal in the®eagion. Recent warm weather
has settled much of the snow with some ice/wateuraalation in low-lying areas. The
frost seal was apparently good, due to fall moestand runoff is expected to be average
if the spring melt is quick.

Early February was cold and snowyAlberta following a couple of months of
average to above average temperatures and averagtw average precipitation.
However, the latter part of February was generalym and dry and this trend has
continued into March and eroded the winter snowpack

There is currently 20-60 cm of snow on the grounthe Peace Parkland with
stubble fields fully covered. A similar situatiprevails in the northeast aspen parkland
and northeast Boreal Transition Zone (BTZ) witmawg pack of 20-40 cm. Snow cover
declines to the south and west with 10-25 cm ineidt and northwest aspen parkland,
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less than 10 cm in the central and southern aspadapd with stubble fields half full
and 0-5 cm in the prairie. South and east of Regl D®st stubble fields are bare with
some snow accumulations remaining in drifted ar€hs.southern mountain snowpack
that supplies the southern irrigation districtaesr average to above average.

Based on current snow conditions and the prospectpring runoff, habitat
conditions in the northern Peace parkland, BTZ rmontheast aspen parkland are rated as
good to very good. The south Peace parkland andasieand northwest aspen parkland
are rated as fair to good. The central and southgpen parkland and the prairie are rated
as fair to poor. Through much of Alberta springitetbconditions are often a reflection
of late winter and early spring precipitation exserRecent light snow events across the
province are an encouraging sign for the springaAasult there is some optimism
conditions will improve in the coming months.

The usual over wintering waterfowl are present parowater areas associated
with power plants, rivers and reservoirs. Canadesgeare expected to start moving into
their breeding areas at any time.

In general, it looks like wetlands in the parklawndSaskatchewan will be in
good to excellent shape this spring while habitetditions in the prairies will be poor to
fair. Across the parklands, snow accumulationtbhpered off compared to earlier in the
year, but run-off potential is still good to exegit. Most wetlands in the parklands were
full going into fall, so even in areas where thewrtover is not significant wetlands
should be in good condition for the spring. Strengds have been prevalent on several
days and have blown the snow into huge drifts alenge lines, bluffs and into
wetlands. The northwest part of the province senhg& experiencing the best
conditions for run-off this spring and the priorigndscape of the Thickwood Hills
should be in good shape. In the prairies, snowiraatations are been below average and
many of the wetlands had low water levels in tHe fAs such, run-off is predicted to be
poor to fair in most areas including the Missount€au and southeastern parts of the
province. Temperatures are expected to be abeweeifig this week, which may start
melting the snow and ice. A few groups of mallaadd Canada geese have been sighted
along the river in Saskatoon.

Accumulated snow remains below average in soutlemelstanitoba and
temperatures remain average or slightly below aeera he region has not received a
significant snowfall since the first week in Deceanb Winter snow accumulation is now
well below average throughout the pothole regioenmgtaccumulations this winter are
less than 50mm of accumulated precipitation. Thenkdosa /Shoal Lake pothole
region has slightly more snow than the Killarneyhmte region where some knolls in
open fields are showing bare soil. Frequent stiings have deposited what little
snowfall there is in vegetated areas including avetlfringes. This will help the larger
wetlands to some extent, but the need for pretipitdbefore migration is now becoming
urgent. A lack of summer and fall rains in 200°poar frost seal and well below average
winter snow accumulations throughout the major tiregareas in Manitoba will result
in unfavourable conditions for migrating waterfais spring. The Shoal
Lake/Minnedosa pothole region will be less affeaedhis area is still benefiting from
extremely wet conditions of past years.
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Snow accumulation in thé&/estern Boreal Forest (WBF) has been variable this
winter, but is generally average to below aver&gdow average temperatures are
expected for the WBF in the coming months. Aboverage precipitation is forecast for
the WBF south of 60, while the Yukon and NorthwEstritories are expected to receive
average to below average precipitation.

Precipitation in the Yukon has been well below agerin the north and near
average in the south. Old Crow, which lies aloreggRlorcupine River in the far north of
the Yukon Territory, has received less than 40%verage precipitation and currently
has 4 cm of accumulated snow. The Old Crow Flatsidsvn as an extremely valuable
wetland complex and is important to many waterbird®ther parts of the Yukon,
Dawson received 150-200% its average precipitahi@winter — this area has received
below average precipitation amounts over the gastyears. Conditions in Whitehorse
(22 cm of snow) are 60-85% its average and snowraglation improves as you head
east toward Teslin (50 cm) and Watson Lake (62 cm).

In the Northwest Territories, precipitation in therthern portions of the
Mackenzie River Valley is well below average thister. Current snow accumulations
in Norman Wells and Inuvik, are 13 cm and 40 crapeetively, about 40-60% of
average. The south is fairing better with Yellowkrat 115-150% its average, and Fort
Simpson (49 cm) and Hay River (39 cm) receiving me@rage amounts. The fire risk is
predicted to be high in the region between GreateSLake and Great Bear Lake in the
coming months.

Snow accumulation in northeast British Columbiarisund average (85-115%),
with Fort Nelson and Fort St. John reporting 46aomd 62 cm, respectively. Current
snow accumulation from weather stations in Alb@rtdudes Cold Lake (34 cm), Lac la
Biche (23 cm), Red Earth (44 cm), and Fort McMuri@@cm). In general, northern
Alberta has seen an average amount of snow witlizecl highs along the Alberta-
Saskatchewan border between Cold Lake and Fort MaWuand lows around Slave
Lake. Despite decent snow amounts, the predictedisk is still very high for northeast
Alberta.

Northern Saskatchewan has primarily had above geesaow accumulation
(115-150%). In the far north of both Saskatchewath Manitoba, snow accumulation
and conditions are near average and improve aggbiurther south in the boreal forest.
Current snow accumulation from weather stationsoireal Saskatchewan includes
Buffalo Narrows (30cm), La Ronge (61 cm), and UnamiCity (59 cm). In Manitoba,
The Pas and Thompson have 49cm and 47cm of snédkearound. The area around
The Pas could see localized flooding again thisgpas this region has had above
average precipitation for the past few seasons.

February saw a return to wintry weathiger the mild temperatures of January
caused a large-scale thaw across much of souatario. New monthly snowfall
records were set at several locations, althougtreélbll in the cold temperatures saw
widespread rains fall throughout much of the soutland central regions of the
province. These precipitation-producing storm$aeged much of the wetland base but
also reduced the snow pack in many areas, especiabuthwestern Ontario where little
to no snow remains. As such, spring habitat prtspgrade from fair in the southwest to
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very good in the southeast, while the traditiorssddw belt” region of Ontario is rated as
very good to excellent, especially in the Ottawdiejaarea where more than 300
centimetres of snow has fallen this winter. Sphagitat conditions for both
northeastern and northwestern Ontario are alsegteyg to be very good due to a good
frost seal and above average winter snowfall actations.

January temperatures were 2.5-4.5 °C above averadjguebec regions.
Temperatures were between 10 °C and 11 °C on Jesiliand ¢, close to the 1950
record of 13 °C. February temperatures were clasaverage throughout the province.
In January total snowfall remained below the sealsaverage in all but the Quebec,
Mauricie and Montreal regions. In February snoivias abundant in all but the
northern regions. Snowfall has been particulaésuy in regions along the St. Lawrence
River, and by the end of January these regionsaliaddy received the average annual
total of snow with above average amounts receiyeithd end of February. Abundant
precipitation and a good snowpack across all regi@s improved the outlook for spring
habitat conditions to very good in most regions axckellent along the St. Lawrence
River.

Atlantic Canada is still getting winter in true fashion. Snowfalinounts in
February and March have seen similar to those @scago. Snow accumulation
throughout the region has been significant sineebdginning of the New Year. This
heavy accumulation of snow will make for good sgimabitat conditions. The long-
range forecast for the rest of the month of Masckeiasonably warm temperatures, with
normal amounts of precipitation. Within the nexdek or two we should start to see the
return of some Canada geese to the region, wittbetsrincreasing closer to the end of
the month. Overall, habitat conditions for theaftic Canada region are good.
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